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FOREWARD 

BOB BLACK 

TEXT AND CONTEXT 
by Ed Lawrence 

"The errors of a wise man make your rule, 

Rather than the perfections of a fool" 

- William Blake 

There are words that f i t  in the  mouth  only  after  a l l  the  teeth 
h ave been b roken out.  Words that swing down l i ke w reck ing 
ba l l s  from out of the darkness of the c ran i u m .  Indentu red words 
coined by i m pover i shed m inds.  Wo rds  that co l lect ive ly 
const i tute the  l ang uage of our t i me .  

Lang uage that i s  conce ived in  the  head can not  h e l p  but  be  
born b ra in dead . I ts l ette rs he ld  together  l i ke the  st i ffened 
f ingers of a hand under  the  spe l l  of r i go r  m o rt i s .  I ts every 
sentence a funeral  p rocess ion. 

The shadow of darkness swa l l ows t h i s  ups ide  down wo rl d .  
T h e  s hadow i s  standard izat ion. Standard izat ion i s  t h e  death of 
inan i m ate objects, w h i c h  i s  only to say i t  i s  the death of  sp i r i t .  
Bu t  the  death of sp i r i t  goes by another  name.  I t  i s  usua l ly  ca l led 
the  b i rt h  of reason. 

The  d ream s  of reason are, at th i s  l ate date, everywhere to be 
seen, m uc h  l i ke h eadstones in a cemetery. T h e  ine rt i a  of a 
standard w h i c h  p runes every t ree to the dimens ions of a u ti l i ty 
pole wi l l ,  w i th  the same dete rm ination, core the heart out of the  
h u m an personal i ty .  T h is fe rmenting m ind , intoxi cated by  i ts 
h eady sobr iety, m ethod ica l l y  s l i ts i ts own th roat, a l l  the w h i l e  
m i stak ing the  e longat ing wound fo r a s m i le .  

When the  s p i r i t  i s  f ree,  accord ing to N ietzsche ,  t he  head wi l l  
b e  t h e  bowe ls  o f  t h e  heart .  In  these top heavy days that have 

tu rned l i fe topsy-tu rvy the head has l i tt l e  appet i te for  f reedo m .  
Instead i t  h as developed a taste fo r cop ro p h agy .  
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II 

I f  mouths  are to be m o re than c remator iums they must not 
stop at n oth i n g .  N ot because n i h i l i s m  goes too far ,  but rather  
because i t  fai l s  to go  fa r enoug h .  N i h i l i s m  i s  l i ke a st reet l i g ht .  
The o n l y  cr i m e  i t  never p revents i s  the  on ly  one that rea l l y  
matters, the c r ime  o f  i t s  o w n  ex istence .  A l l  i t s  desperate l i g ht 
ever rea l ly s ucceeds i n  d o i n g  i s  to obsc u re the v iew of the  
effe rvescent stars and the i r exa l ted dance across the darkness 
of the sky .  

When the  sp i r i t  i s  f ree i t  w i l l  soar .  I ts refl ect i o n  i m p ri soned i n  
the  m i rror o f  n i h i l i s m  i s  t h e  sp i r i t o f  g ravity .  " N ot by wrat h ,  bu t  
by l aug hter do we s lay. Come ,  l et us  s lay the  sp i r i t  of g rav i ty . "  
( N ietzsche) 

Ill 

Bob B lack h as been s l ay i n g  the  sp i r i t  of g rav i ty for some 
years . H is favo r ite weapon i s  the  pen kn i fe ,  and when he  g oes fo r 
the th roat, b reathe  easy ,  the  usua l  res u l t  i s  a trach eotomy of 
i nsp i rat i o n .  

H is wr i t i n g s  are an  exh i l a rat i ng  torrent that f lushes out  the  ash 
of a l anguage wh ich  c logs the  th roat . H is work is  ak in to the 
g reat labor  of H ercu les ,  who d i verted two r ivers to run th roug h 
and c leanse the  Augean stab les .  A k i n  to ,  but even more d i ff icu l t .  
The  r ive rs of Herc u l es' task we re at  least fres h and f low i n g ,  
w h i l e  t h e  stream o f  consc iousness that n o w  m ust b e  detou red 
h as been cu t  off from i ts source and  beco me a stag nant  ma lar ia l  
su ccess poo l .  

B o b  B lack is  t h e  h i g h  pr iest o f  n i h i l ar i ty .  H i s confess iona l  h as 
D uc h a m p's u r i na l  bo l ted to i ts d oo r. H is ten com m a n d m ents are 
a str i n g  of,on e  l i ne rs .  H i s  faith i s  ba l d l y  heret ica l .  I t  beg i ns where 
the d i ct ionary ends ,  n ot with the ZZZ of a s n o re but with the 
chaot ic r rum 'b l img ot  a chort le  that qu ickens the  senses l i ke an  
earth q uake that sways a pet ri f ied forest. By  v i rtue of h i s  faults ,  
B lack der i des the  wheel  w i thout spokes,  the manda la  of zero , 
and  demora l izes the  m i nd fo rged h i-tecton ics whose po ison 
p resc ri bes that one  se ismograph  counterfeits a l l .  



By v i rtue  of gen u i ne de l i g ht h i s  texts a re both a l ive a n d  
e n l iven i n g .  H e  i s  the  extraord i n a ry m ag ic i an  who p u l l s  the  
perpetua l l y  u nexpected , t he  s i l k  p u rse ,  f rom ou t  of the  
sq uea l i ng sow's ear .  W i th i n  these pages n oth i ng i s  not as  i t  
seems, a n d  the  wi n ged h o rse Pegasus f l ies for th  f ro m  the  neck 
of the  beheaded Medusa.  
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INTRODUCTION 

REPENT!! QUIT YOUR JOB!!! 
BLACK OUT! 
by Rev. Ivan Stang 

It j ust occu rred to me ,  for  the f i rst t i me:  Bob B lack i s  apt ly 
named . 

I don 't know exact ly how it sta rted, but sometime in 1980 I 

began rece iv i n g  these i ntense one-sheet f lyers from what 
l ooked to be a fanat ica l  ant i -esta b l i s h ment  g ro u p  ca l led "The 
Last I nternat i ona l . "  I l oved the i r  name. I t  took me  a few ma i l i ngs  
to  rea l ize i t  was a l l  com i n g  from one  m isf i t  whose name was 
B lack but whose s i g n atu re was a ' neg ate' mark .  

Ta l k  about  prophets how l i n g  i n  the  w i l d n ess . . .  t h i s  g uy was 
spew i n g  out so me of the ,  u h ,  w i tt i est hate h u mo r  I 'd ever see n .  
N ot o n l y  was i t  co m i n g  hot a n d  h eavy t h rou g h  the  m ai l ,  bu t  i t  
was a lso g ett i n g  posted al l over wh atever sq u a l i d  
ne i g h borhoods Bob l i ved i n .  

I t  was rants,  d i atr i bes, j e re m i ads ,  a n d  h a ra n g u es ,  constru cted 
ent i re ly  of one- l i ne rs that were each worthy of a b u m per st i cker  
u nto the mselves, and  i l l u st rated w i th  s i m p l e  but  archetypal  c l i p­
art j uxtapos i t ions  that reached out  and  g ra b bed you . I ,  l i ke 
many others at the  same t i me ,  fe l t  com pe l l ed to xe rox the stu ff 
and  spread i t  f u rther  a ro u n d .  Because i t  cou l d  o n ly h i t  peop le  
one  of th ree ways , and a l l  of the  ways were good ways to h i t  the  
th ree types of potent ia l  v ict i m s  o r  cohorts. They wou l d  a) l aug h ,  
b )  get p issed off, o r  c )  mere ly  b e  confused , a n d  i g n o re i t .  
Because you couldn 't tell when "The Last  International" was 
kidding and when it was serious. T h i s  q u a l i ty h as marked a l ot of 
the best sat i re of the 1 980's . . .  you aren ' t  ent i re ly  s u re that i t  is 
sat i re .  And i t  i s n 't .  The react ions  i t  p rovokes are too rea l .  I ' m n ot 
s u re how many peop le  have been arrested for post i n g  Last 
I n ternat iona l  f lyers,  bu t  if the cops had been d o i n g  t h e i r  jobs ,  a 
l ot more wou ld 've been .  

Somet imes the f lyers j ust left yo u as k i n g  q u est ions .  Other  
t i mes they m ade a forcefu l and  spec i f ic  po int .  B u t  they a lways 
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h ad sty le ,  and  u n m istakab le  " perfect s n i d e ness . "  A n d  they 
a lways had HATE.  H ate for  the  E m p i re ,  the  Consp i racy, the  
Wad , the  Com b i ne ,  t he  Man .  T hey wou l d've been h orr ify i n g  if 
t hey weren't so fu n ny .  To peop le  w i th  bad senses of h u m or ,  they 
were i n d eed ho rr ify i n g .  

They we ren ' t  so m u c h  "the  l i tt l e  g uy" aga i nst t h e  author i t ies 
as the crazy guy .  That was the  f i rst t h i n g  that made them 
i nte rest i n g  to me .  Any o l d  extre m i st geek can w ri te j a rg o n ized 
po lem ics  aga inst the Bad G uys, b ut o n l y  the CRA ZY are both 
m ot ivated and d u m b  e n o u g h  to f i re that f i rst s h ot in  the 
revo l u t i on. T h is n utt i ness g i ves B l ack's p i eces an  authent ic ity, 
and a k i nd of cred i b i l i ty to the rest of us  c raz ies ,  that transcends  
any mere po l i t ica l  party.  

On the other  h a n d ,  any sch izo can be authent ica l l y  sch izo i d .  
T h e  th i n g  about  B l ack's rants was that they looked i nsane by 
C H O I CE ,  and more i m portant ly ,  they only looked i nsane 
because they were more U N R EL E NT I N G LY C L EV E R  than  what 
peop le  were used to .  I f  YO U weren't c razy, the  f lye rs weren't 
c razy - they were B R I L L I AN T .  Somet i mes ,  offens ive ly  so. A n d  
that h a s  a lways b e e n  one  of the  roots of Bob B lack's p rob lem . 
You know, h i s  " p rob l e m . "  I t h i n k  it i r r i tates peo p l e  on  a 
su bco nsc ious l evel  to be to l d ,  even i n  a q u as i -j est i n g  s i tuat i o n ,  
t hat n ot o n l y  a r e  the i r cows N O T  SAC R E D ,  bu t  that s o m e  
peop le  EAT them .  W i t h  K ETC H U P ! 

Yes, any crazy can suck i n  the  wor ld's woes and then  spew 
them back out rearranged . B u t  B l ack's arran gement  i s  D EA D LY .  
H is best work h u rts the  bra i n s  o f  n o r m a l s  - actua l l y  i nj u res 
them . A n d  they f i gh t  back somet i m es ,  bu t  not j ust w i th  words.  

I t's part ly because Bob B lack i s  a natu ral  wordsplicer. H e  uses 
N ewspeak against the M i n i stry of Truth . The words themse lves 
are juxtaposi t i ons  of oppos i n g  b uzzwords . . .  so that they are 
s i m u ltaneo us ly  fam i l i a r , but  a l i en .  I t  puts the  reader  i nto "th i n k  
h ard" mode .  

The  r i g ht s ide  of  h is b ra i n i s  obv ious ly  screa m i n g  th ro u g h  a 
megaphone d i rect ly i nto h is l eft bra i n's ear ,  bu t  for  once the  l eft 
b ra i n  is a b l e  to m ake U S E  of i t .  Bob  u ses the  too l s  of 
p ro paganda to c reate someth i n g  too i n i t ia l l y  confound i n g  to be 
real p ropaganda . . .  and  eve n  i f  i t  was p ro paganda ,  what 's i t  
p ro paganda for?? I nd iv i d u al ity? By def i n it i o n ,  to push  
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" i n d iv i dua l i ty" th ro u g h  propaganda i s  a cont rad i ct i o n  i n  terms .  
You don 't p reserve i nd iv i dua l i ty by c reat i n g  ro l e  mode ls - you 
get peo p l e  to abandon ro l e  models .  Ro le models l i ke he roes and 
gods and  governments.  

B l ack has n ot on ly conceptua l ized t h i s  - p le nty of " kooks" 
h ave too - but has succeeded in co m m u n icat i n g  i t . . .  in m a k i n g  
t r u e  ant i-propaganda ,  an ant idote aga inst TV co m merc ia l s  
w h i c h  are a thousand  t i m es s icker  than  Bo b's b lackest . As 
Sac red Scr i be of the  C h u rc h  of the S u bGe n i us ,  I have read 
many m a n i festos w i th  the  same message .  The d i ffere n ce h e re i s ,  
i t ' s  WELL D O NE ,  and i t 's N OT A M ESSAGE - it's the massage 

i tse l f !  He  is the rare comb i nat i o n ,  the t rue  o uts ide r  who  is st i l l  
l i te rate, who can st i l l  cope (we l l ,  so far, anyway) . . .  and  can make 
the  stru g g l e  for s lack  ente rta i n i n g .  I t 's p la i n that a l ot of work 
g oes i n to h is  d i atr i bes aga i nst work .  

That's why,  ou t  of the  h u n d reds o r  thousands  of peo p l e  w h o  
s i m u l taneous ly  bu t  i ndependent ly  sta rted se l f-p u b l i sh i ng the i r 
" rants" i n  the  l ate 1 970's ( t hanks to cheap xerox tec h n o l ogy) , 
o n ly a few na mes st ick out ,  and  Bob 's  is one  of t h e m .  

I t  i s  my avocat ion  to seek out  a l l  t hose a t  the  very fr i n ges o f  
the  ex p lod i n g  u n iverse, t he  outs iders ,  the  U nwi tt i n g  ( o r  not )  
D iscord ians ,  those n ot at t he  cutting edge bu t  at the 
D ECAP I TAT I N G  edge . . .  th ose pus h i n g  the  VERY P R E C I P I C E  
ever forwa rd , p us h i n g  t h e  B R I N K  ever f u rther  back ,  t ry i n g  as 
ha rd as they can to get away f ro m  the center of t h i ngs  i n  order  to 
more c lear ly  S E E the  center in  re lat i on  to the  W H O L E .  Or some 
such sh i t . . .  t he re are a l ot of peop le  l i ke that .  B u t  every t ime  I 
d i scovered some new freak ish  i n d iv i dua l  o r  g ro u p  o r  p u b l i sher ,  
Bob B lack h ad a lways gotten there j ust before me .  H e  h as never 
been ent i re ly  a lone  because of t h i s .  I t 's  probab ly why h e  i sn 't 
dead l i ke h i s  f r iend G erry Re i th . 

I d o n 't t h i n k  Bob ever harbored any i l l us ions  that h i s  m a n i aca l  
one-sh eet assau lts were g o i n g  to H EL P  the  WO R L D - it 's  m o re 
l i ke ,  "Wel l ,  t he  wo r ld  may a l ready be screwed past h o pe ,  but ,  by 
God ,  I WON'T GO DOWN W I T H O U T  A F I G HT . "  I t 's  the o l d  
" thorn  i n  the  s i de" batt l e  p l a n ,  the  " O perat i o n  M i n dfuck"  Ant i ­
Consp i racy - the love of  disorganization t hat i s  the  o n l y  
M OT I V E  for h a l t i n g  the  re lent l ess march towards co m p u l s ive 
over-organ izat io n .  The o ld-fash ioned ,  re l ia b l e  term i tes-at-the-
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fou ndat io ns-of-soc iety rout i ne .  B u g s  B u n ny. T h e  O b nox ious  
V i s ion ary W h o  Won ' t  S h ut Up About  H ow D u m b  YOU A re ,  
fue led by the  sp i r i t  t hat ,  i n  some p re h i stor ic  age ,  was born the  
f i rst t ime two k ids  cut  up  i n  ch u rc h .  

I t  i s  o u r  Name less M iss ion  t o  keep th i s  s p i r i t  a l ive .  I t  i s  i n  t h e  
g rand  trad i t ion  o f  Swi ft a n d  a l l  the  other  g reat pam p h l eteers,  
streetcorner  prophets ,  and soapbox ranters .  

I t  a l so partakes o f  another  g rand  trad i t ion  o f  the  cou rageous 
pam p h l eteer - pove rty. I don 't t h i n k  B o b  i s  g o i n g  to get r i ch  off 
t h i s  book ,  a l th o u g h  it  certa i n ly wou l d  be poet ic  j ust ice if he d i d .  
Few have wo rked ha rder  a t  deno u n c i n g  work ;  h e  s h o u ld a t  least 
be  pai d .  He d istr i buted h is f lyers for free, and  as fa r as fam e  
g oes,  we l l ,  h i s  name i s  probab ly  a m o n g  the  W h o's Who o f  t h e  
FB I ,  t h e  Sec ret Serv ice ,  and  anyone e l se wh ose job  it  i s  t o  watch 
g uys l i ke B l ack and  make s u re h e  d oesn ' t  g o  to fou n d i n g  a 
c h u rch  or  form i ng an  army o r  anyth i ng l i ke that .  

When I rea l ized that "work"  was the  m ost dest ruct ive yet l east­
ad.m itted of the Consp i racy's too l s ,  I t ried to exp l a i n  i t  to peop le .  
Even the " h ippest" have t ro u b l e  mak i n g  t h i s  p h i l osop h i ca l  l eap  
ALL TH E WAY to i t s  conc l us ion , t hou g h .  I t  i s  a l m ost 
U N I V ERSALLY accepted that work i s  some i nevitab le  t h i n g  l i ke 
b reat h i n g  o r  eat i n g  that the  h u man  race w i l l  a lways h ave to l i ve 
w i th .  I t  i s  a r u l e  so i m bedded in a l l c u l t u res that i t  has a lways 
been practi ca l l y  u n s poke n .  I t 's near ly  i m poss i b l e  fo r peo p le  to 
rea l ly  conceptua l ize t h i s ,  so deep ly  h as i t  been h a m m e red i n to 
the very core of o u r  be i ngs .  We a l l  carry b l i ste rs f ro m  d o i n g  
m uch  o f  that h a m mer i n g  o u rse lves !  

I t  may ta ke h u man i ty 1 0, 000 years to rea l ize that "work" as 
c u rrent ly  def i n ed i s  the  root of a ll ev i l - but i f  we d o n 't sta rt 
work i n g  at abo l i sh i n g  work N OW, i t ' l l  take even L O N G E R !  What 
d o  we s u g g est as a R EPLAC E M EN T  for to i l? We l l, ne i ther  B lack 
nor I have g otten to that yet .  We' l l  c ross that b r i dge  when we 
come to i t .  Let the robots or someth i n g  do  the s h i twork - if 
there aren ' t  P E O P L E  who want to d o  it ,  and there probab ly  wi l l  
be .  

(We l l ,  t he  i d ea i s n 't rea l ly as s i m p l e  as a l l  that. I s h o u l d n ' t  n eed 
to spe l l  out  that i t  i s n 't "work" per  se that bothers us ,  but  the 
p red icament  that o n ly the  born-r ich can avo i d :  HAV I N G  to 
spend half  a l i fe on somet h i n g  you rea l l y  d o n 't want to do.  O h ,  
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you say you L I K E  en ter i n g  data fo r $4 .65 an  h o u r  for  someone 
you d o n 't k n ow,  so that so met h i n g  you d o n 't u n dersta n d  can 
happen? A l l  I can say i s  that the  f i rst step towards f reed om i s  to 
rea l ize that you r  are a . . .  ah ,  fo rget i t . )  

Com m u n ism sta rted ou t  as a b u n c h  of pa m p h l ets .  B l ack 's  
sp leen-exp los ions  are ten t i mes m o re s u bvers i ve than  the 
Com m u n ist M a n i festo - Com m u n is m  and  a l l  i ts i l k  st i l l  take 
work fo r G RANTED (and the  pay i s  l o usy to boot )  - but at the 
same t i me the  Last  I n ternat iona l  f lyers are a t h o usand t i m es 
m o re Amer ican than  the  B i l l  of R i g hts .  B l ack  i s  mere ly  thinking 
ahead. I n  effect ,  B l ack  is d r i l l i ng pat ient ly  away at the  VE RY 
FOU N DATION of our  c iv i l izat i o n .  THE CORE. The  ROTTE N  
C O R E .  

And  t h e n  th ere's t h e  we i rd po l i t i ca l  v iewpo in t  f ro m  w h i c h  
B lack hatch es h is l i tera ry term i tes .  A t  s o m e  p o i nt i n  the  d i m  past 
i t  may 1have been Left i st ,  but n ow the  Left is the  target he 's  
c losest to and  the  eas iest to h i t dead b u l l seye . Somehow the 
m ovements that we re s u pposed to be fai l safe - anarchy ,  
L i bertar i a n i s m ,  etc . -al l t u rned i nto stu p i d  cartoons  of h u man  
fo l ly before h i s  very eyes. ALL HE  D I D  WAS RE PORT IT .  He 's 
n ot on  the  r i g ht s ide  of center o r  the  l eft , bu t  rather  at the  po i nt 
BETWEEN the two o n  the  far end  of a C I R CLE that they both 
c reate . And  then up ( o r  d own?) about  1 0  feet off  the  d iag ra m ,  f ix  
that po in t  i n  th i n  a i r - that's Bob  B l ack 's  p lace o n  the  po l i t i ca l  
spectr u m .  T h i s  i s  s u bvers i o n  f ro m  a n  E N T I R E LY NEW 
D I RECT I O N ,  and I N  an  en t i re ly  new d i rect i on  . . .  one s ide of the  
po l i t ica l  spect rum i s  as bad  as  the  o ther  when you ' re sta n d i n g  
t h i s  far back .  

B lack 's n o  Com m ie ;  he  d oesn 't want everyone  eq u a l l y  poor ­
h e  wants eve ryone J U ST P LA I N  R I C H ,  but  W I T H O U T  
WO R K I N G .  Stu p i d? A p i pe d ream? T h i s  ent i re c iv i l izat i on  i s  a 
STU P I D  P I P E  D REA M .  I f  ou r rem ote ancesto rs co u l d  h ave seen 
us  in  a c rysta l ba l l ,  they wou l d  have P U K E D .  Bob B l ac k  was 
BOR N  i nto th is  centu ry but  he 's P U K I N G  A N YWAY. I n deed , he 's 
p u k i n g  everywhere he  can . H e  wants "TH E M "  to know that you 
can 't hide from the puke. 

He has l eft h i s b l oody werewo l f  t racks on every worthy fe l l ow 
d i s rupter's n etwo rks f ro m  S u bG e n i u s  to D i a l-A-R u mor ,  a n d  
l ate ly i n  j ust about  every wou ld-be cou nte rc u l t u ra l  "above-
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g ro u n d "  p u b l icat i o n  h e  can g et i nto ,  w h i c h  i s  a l ot of them 
n owadays . T h e  FOOLS - they d o n 't k n ow what he ' s  t ry i n g  to 
D O  to them !  

H e  seems to f i nd  g reat p leasu re i n  i nvad i n g  any m ag az i n e  that 
cons i ders i tse l f  " rad i ca l "  j ust to show them that " rad ica l "  i s  
re lat ive .  H e  l oves to s h ow peop l e  t h i ngs  they d on't u n derstan d ,  
t o  rem i n d  them o f  th i s .  

W h ich  b r i ngs  us  to Bob B l ac k's enem ies ,  w h o  a re  l eg i o n ,  a n d  
many of whom were once h i s  f r iends .  O ne of my g reat worr ies i s  
how long  i t  w i l l  be before he  dec ides I have become a hope less 
case and g u ns for me, too. W i th  Bob ,  you get the i m press i o n  
that i t  cou ld  a lways h a p p e n  a t  ANY S E CO N D .  H e's a rather  
dema n d i n g  g uy.  I 've been i n  h is com pany o n ly a few t i m es ,  a n d  
a lways b ri ef ly ,  so h i s on- l i ne perso na l i ty i s  rea l ly u n k nown to 
me  . . .  but I know that he  refuses to pretend that he's lett i n g  you 
foo l  h i m .  I t ' s  p robab ly  a g ood th i n g  that we l i ve so far  f ro m  each 
oth e r. 

What th rows peop l e  off i s  that B l ack  wants to h ave h i s  cake 
and eat i t  too.  WHY IS THAT TOO M U C H  TO ASK? What's the 
point  in  HAV I N G  the  d a m n  CAKE u n l ess yo u ' re go i n g  to EAT i t? 
What ' re you g o n n a  d o  w i th  i t ,  s h ow i t  to you r f r ien ds? What's the  
po in t  i n  be i n g  ab le  to AFFO R D  l e i s u re t i m e  i f  you d o n 't have 
T I M E  fo r i t? These q uest ions  a re l i tera l ly  too h i deous in the i r 
u l t i mate i m p l i cat ions  for most peop le  to DWELL u po n .  I t  
rem i nds t h e m  o f  what they've ALR EADY LOST . A n d  that 's what 
they are afra id  to ad m it :  how m uc h  is a l ready G O N E  FO R EV E R .  
T o  even ask th i s  q u est ion  I M PL I ES THAT O N E'S L I F E  I S  B E I N G  
WASTED .  I t 's l i ke an  i nsu l t co m i n g  from an  u n know n  sou rce. 
We wo u l d  be forced to K N OW we a re STU P I D !  Bes i d es ,  what 
can we d o  about  i t ,  an yway? 

We can do whatever it is that we d o  best , w h i c h  i s  u p  to each 
of us  to dec ide .  That's what B lack wants retu rned to us - the 
d ec i s ion ,  the c h o i ce .  (We l l ,  so me who aren 't born r ic h ,  do g et 
the  c h o ice ,  bu t  o n ly if they ' re lucky. The l u cky o n es a lways 
fo rget t h i s . )  I don't th i n k  he actua l ly  expects to g et that cho ice 
h i mse l f ,  not on  TH I S  p lanet ,  not TH I S  centu ry - he j ust doesn 't 
want to be the o n l y  person who K N OWS T H E R E  CAN BE O N E .  

A g ood c h u n k  o f  t h e  i rony regard i n g  TH E ABO L I T I O N  O F  
WO R K  is  that t h e  averag e  worker can o n l y  u nderstand  ha l f  the  
bas i c  g ist ,  and  i nterp rets i t  as l az i n ess .  There are  peop le  who 
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h ate work because they are l azy. B u t  what made them l azy? 
T h ey were smart e n o u g h  to see that the re is no m ea n i n g  to what 
m ost of the  wor ld  i s  d o i n g  o n  auto- p i l ot . . .  bu t  n ot smart e n o u g h  
t o  rea l ize that they have the i r o w n  mean i n g  i n  the  bac k o f  the i r 
m i nds ,  o r  h i d de n  i n  t he i r  d rawers. 

I t 's prec ise ly because we a re NOT lazy that we want to Q U I T 
WO R K I N G  - jesus ,  we've g ot WO R K  to do  i f  we don 't wa nt to 
WASTE O U R  L I VES o n  some J O B !  B lack has h ad to s u p po rt 
h i mse l f ,  to work fo r the  Consp i racy j ust l i ke  anybody e lse .  H is 
o n ly oth e r  c h o i ce ,  i f  he  wants to spend h i s  t i m e  on  what he  does 
best, is poverty.  WHY A R E N 'T T H E R E  OTH E R  C H O I C ES? 
Because nobody thou g ht of  t h i s  500 years ago ,  t hat's why.  
B l ack 's  i s  a l o n g-range project .  I t 's n o  j ack-off. H e  K N OWS he 
wo n't  l i ve to see i t  happen - he ' l l  s u re ly  d ie f i rst, part ly  because 
h e's h ad to work so ha rd .  

I ndeed , i t  i s  o u r  very HATE o f  t h e  work that keeps us  g o i n g .  
Speak i n g  j ust fo r myse l f ,  I want  R EV E N G E  fo r a l l  t he  years 
they've A L R EADY TAK E N . T h ey've extorted 3/4 's  of my wak i n g  
h o u rs ,  h a l f  my d reams,  a n d  h ave no  d o u bt shaved 20 years off 
my l i fet i m e  t h a n ks to hypertens ion ,  stress, etc.  I W I LL  D I E  O F  
WO R K .  Even i f  I can eventua l l y  m a ke a l i v i n g  off t h e  t h i ngs  I l i ke 
- i . e . ,  e n d l ess rants l i ke t h i s  - i nstead of corporate 
use lessness, i t 's  ST I L L  ALL WRO N G .  I S H O U L D N 'T HAVE TO. I 
d o n 't m i n d  DO I N G  i t - what I m i n d  i s  the  fact t h at I ' m  n ot g iven 
a C H O I CE .  

For  the  s l acke r w h o  i s  a lso a workaho l i c ,  l i ke B l ack ,  o n ly the  
contro l led  p ract ice of sch i zo p h re n i atr ics  can a l l ow o n e  to 
STAY SAN E. No  wonder  he  wr i tes so wel l .  N o  wonder  h e  c h u rn s  
o u t  a l l t h i s  an t i -work work for n oth i n g .  H E  H A S  TO,  O R  H E  
W I LL G O  EVEN M A D D E R .  

And  yet, i f  you look  a l i tt l e  c l oser ,  i t 's o b v i o u s  that Bob  m ust 
be fu l l  of hope. It wou l d  take an a l m ost s u perh u man  a m o u nt of 
h o pe fo r the futu re to cou nterba lance h is h id eous ly  b lack  v i s ion  
of the  p resent .  For  h im  to wr i te  THE A BO L I T I O N  O F  WO R K  
i m p l ies that h e  t h i n ks someday i t  W I L L  HAPPEN . T h i s  certa i nty 
demonst rates a h o pe even deeper than  the p i t  B l ack  f i n d s  us a l l  
i n  n ow.  

B lack i sn 't th rowi n g  bom bs ,  he 's  w ri t i n g  books .  And that's l i ke 
g o i n g  after the  Co l ossus w i th  a pea-sh ooter .  The  Co lossus 
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i tse l f  N EV E R  N OT I C ES a s i n g l e  pea bou n c i n g  off h i s  an k l es 
d own there .  But  i f  e n o u g h  peo p l e  see wei rdos l i ke Bob  b last i n g  
away w i th  the i r pathet i c  l i tt l e  pea-sh o oters , a n d  h av i n g  a good 
time at i t ,  some futu re race of a b n o rma ls  m ay get t he i r  act 
suff i c i ent ly  togethe r  to T I E  T H E  COLOSSUS'S S H O ELAC ES 
TOG ETH E R  wh i le he  i s  d ist racted by the  sudden  fus i l lade of 
peas . And o n ce someth i ng THAT B I G  i s  down ,  i t 's as g ood as 
OUT .  

Yes . . .  t here i s  HOPE ,  i f  n ot m uc h  PAY. 

TH E ABOL I T I O N  OF W O R K ,  probab ly the m ost recent  p i ece 
in he re ,  i s  a g reat c u l m i n at ion  of. . .  someth i n g . . .  Perhaps 
someday i t  w i l l  be  R EQ U I R E D  R EAD I N G in  our  e lementary 
schoo ls  - with s i m p le r  wo rds ,  of co u rse,  and with cute 
i l l ustrat ions  of Care Bears t h row i n g  d ow n  t h e i r  too l s  a n d  
b ri efcases and  wal k i n g  off the  job .  Perhaps somed ay h isto ry wi l l  
b e  d iv ided i nto " B efo re Bob"  a n d  "Afte r Bob . "  O r , perhaps t h i s  
mater ia l  w i l l  b e  ban ne d .  Perhaps foss i l ized and  forgotte n .  B ut 
somewhere ,  i n  some other  t i m e  a n d  p l ace ,  h opefu l l y  soo n ,  some 
K I D  wi l l  u n earth i t ,  read i t  and  g ive b i rt h  to an  eve n B ETTE R  
T ER M I TE .  
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"Anyone, provided that he can be amusing, has the right to talk of himself."­

BAUDELAIRE 

I'VE G OT A 
NIETZSCHE TRIG G ER FING ER! 

(A BRAG) 

P l ease a l low me to i ntrod uce myse l f  . . .  

I am Black the Knife, I a m  secretly famous, I have designer 
genes, I ' m  o n  a macro psyc h ot ic  d i et ,  I ' m  anarchorexic ,  I 
u n derwent pa l eo l i th i u m  treatment ,  I ' m  the  6-Pac- M a n !  I n ot o n l y  
know Who Wrote the  B o o k  o f  Love, I ed ited o u t  the  m ushy parts !  
I pract ice satantric yoga,  I g rad uated S u m m a  C u m  Lou d mouth  
f rom M iskato n i c  U n ivers i ty ,  I 'm fee l i n g  my Q u i xotes! I tau g h t  
M a o  Zedong  t o  swi m: I tau g ht H it le r  t o  h a n g  wa l l paper: I tau g ht 
Anne Sullivan how to say "water" :  I tau g h t  " Bob"  how to inhale. I 
b ro ke the co m mon code ,  I tripped the  G reat Leap Fo rward ! 

I wrote my own scr ipt u res,  t he  Darth Vedas. Eve rywhere I g o ,  
cargo cults spr i n g  up i n  my wake, I s m o ke Pot l atc h !  I d rew 
attent ion  to the savant p ro b l e m ,  I stom p  st r i p- m i nders and b u l ly 
bana l - retentives ,  I put the  sat i re back i n to satyr ias i s ,  I demand  
spec ia l  pr iv i l eges for  everybody. I cut  the  deck a l l  the  way  down  
to steerage. I th rew S nowba l l s  a t  Napo leon  - I revea led that 
Reag an 's  makeup is K h m e r  ro uge  - I p l ay J am es B rady's skull 
l i ke a piccolo. A ma lchem ist ,  I t u rn g o l d  i nto lead , I ' m  
i m p ropert i ed , I r u n  a D uck So u p  k i tchen , I s h owed that Aq uar i us  
i s  not a Roman q u eer .  As  for  the  fam i ly I say, " l nc 'est I a  v i e ! "  

I perfo rm cynicalisthenics, I exorc ise w i thou t  even wo rk i n g  up  
a sweat, I ru n on  dialectricity, I go  whole-hog-wild! I sa id  "Yo'  
Mama ! "  to Dada !  I say " Fuck  'em even i f  they can take a joke ! "  
Afte r My D i n ne r  Wi th  And re B reton h e  g ot h i s  j ust desserts !  I g ot 
" Do ktors fo r 'Bob"' to wr i te m e  a 'scrip- with  unlimited refills. I 
took a n  Er i s  P o l l  a n d  won 't g ive i t  back !  I o rg a n ized 
Detou rnement  of Roses,  I f l u n g  the  ne plus ultra- l eft aga i n st de 
rigeur mortis, I te l l everyone n ot to do what I say! I ' m  beh i nd the  
odd-bal l ,  my an cestor  was Putdown M a n !  J udge  C rate r freed m e  
o n  my own recognizance, I as k :  "What wou ld Harpo say?"  
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For  me ,  know a i n ' t  noth i n g  but  no m isspel led , and  a l l  c ret i n s  
a r e  l i ars . i go-fo r- baroq ue ,  I ' m  a l ow l i fe h ierarc h ,  I p i cked t h e  
Locke and  entered the  Avant-Garden of Eden .  I g ot S partac us t o  
take the  rap f o r  me !  I ' m  the  heavywei g ht L i g ht-B ri n ger ,  I ' m  t h e  
out-of-cou rt jester who won't sett l e, I u p  the  v i g i l ante ,  I 'm a law 
u nto myse l f  bu t  b reak i t  anyway! I made a fo rced l and i ng on the 
M oeb i u s  Str i p  and n ow I want to k n ow,  w h i c h  s ide a re you o n ?  

THE SPIRIT OF THE TZARA liVES ON! 

( 1 982) 
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I. 
THE ABOLITION OF WORK 

(1980, 1985) 

"Abo l i t i o n "  o r i g i n ated as a speec h at the  Gor i l l a  G rotto i n  San 
F ranc isco ,  a n  "ad u l t p l ay env i ro n ment , "  i n  February 1 98 1 . 
Propr ieto r G a ry Warne ,  w h o  l ate r became a po l i ceman ,  h as 
d e n o u n ced the  event  as the  worst spectac le  he 's eve r staged , 
and  he  m u st have meant  i t  s i n ce h e  later h ad h i s  goons  beat m e  
u p .  I nt r i gued  b y  t h e  posters of  t h e  Last Internat iona l  (see II . 
be l ow) , Warne c h a l l enged me to "pu t  y o u r  foot where you r 
mouth  i s . "  I put  i t  somewhere e lse .  T h e  exc l u s i o n  of a n o isy 
g ro u p  of p u n ks who,  at m y  i nst i g at i o n ,  t r ied to get in  w i thout  
pay i n g  was  o n l y  o n e  of the  eve n i n g 's d ivers ions .  

F ive years late r I rev i sed and  g reat ly expanded the  sp ie l  i nto 
the  fo l lowi n g  essay, w h i l e  reta i n i n g ,  I th i n k , much of i ts fee l  as a 
speec h .  I t  has pr ide  of p l ace because I st i l l  th i n k ,  as many of the  
othe r  texts assert i n  part i cu la r  contexts, t hat work as the  m ost 
fundamenta l  negat ion  of freedom is an  i nst i tu t ion  that m ust be 
add ressed , and overcome ,  by anyone p retend i n g  to h ave a n  
i nte rest i n  l i berty. Anyone who  i g n o res o r  evades t h e  issue of 
work itse l f  m ay we l l  be a " l i bertar ian"  ( o r  for  that m atter a 
M a rx ist) bu t  h e  i s  n o  l i bertar i an .  
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THE ABOLITION OF WORK 

N o  o n e  s h o u l d  ever work .  

Work i s  the  sou rce of near ly a l l  t he  m isery in  the  wor l d .  A l m ost 
any ev i l  you 'd  care to name comes from wo rk i n g  or f ro m  l iv i n g  
i n  a wor ld  des i g n ed f o r  work .  I n  order  to stop suffer i n g ,  w e  have 
to stop wo rk i n g .  

That doesn 't mean w e  have t o  sto p d o i n g  t h i n g s. I t  does mean 
c reat i n g  a n ew way of l i fe based o n  p l ay ;  i n  oth e r  words ,  a ludic 
revo l ut ion . By " p l ay" I mean a lso fest iv i ty ,  c reat i v i ty ,  
conv iv ia l i ty ,  c o m mensa l i ty ,  and  m aybe even a rt .  There i s  m o re 
to p l ay than  c h i l d 's p lay ,  as worthy as that i s .  I ca l l  for  a 
co l lect ive advent u re i n  genera l ized j oy a n d  f reel y  
i nterdependent  exu berance .  P l ay i sn 't pass ive .  Dou bt l ess w e  a l l  
n eed a l ot m o re t i m e  for  s h e e r  s l oth  a n d  s l a c k  than  w e  ever 
en joy n ow,  regard l ess of i ncome o r  occu pat i o n ,  bu t  once 
recovered f rom e m p l oyment- i n d u ced exhaust i o n  near ly  a l l  of us  
want  to act. O b l o mov ism and  Stakhanov ism are  two s i des of the  
same debased co i n .  

The l u d i c  l i fe i s  tota l l y  i ncom pat i b l e  w i th  exist i n g  rea l i ty . So 
m uch  the  worse fo r " rea l i ty , "  t he  g rav i ty ho le  that sucks the  
v i ta l i ty f rom the  l i tt l e  i n  l i fe that st i l l  d i st i n g u ishes i t  f rom mere 
su rv iva l .  C u r ious ly - o r  maybe n ot - a l l  t he  o l d  i deo log ies are 
conservat ive because they be l i eve in wo rk .  Some of t h e m ,  l i ke 
M a rx ism a n d  m ost b rands  of anarc h i s m ,  be l i eve i n  work a l l  the  
m o re f ie rce ly because t h ey be l i eve i n  so l i tt le  e lse .  

L i bera ls  say we shou ld  e n d  e m p l oyment  d i scr i m i nat i o n .  I say 
we s h o u ld  end e m p l oyment .  Conservat ives support r i gh t-to­
work laws.  Fo l l ow i n g  Kar l  Marx's wayward son- i n - law Pau l  
Lafarg ue  I s u p po rt the  r i gh t  t o  b e  l azy. Left i sts favor fu l l  
e m p loyment .  L i ke the  su rreal i sts - except that I ' m  n ot k i d d i n g  
- I favor f u l l  unem pl oyment .  T rotsky ists ag i tate for  permanent  
revo l ut i o n .  I ag i tate fo r permanent  reve l ry .  But  i f  a l l  the  
i deo log ues (as they do )  advocate work - a n d  n ot on ly  because 
they p lan to m a ke other  peop l e  do the i rs - they a re st range ly  
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re l uctant  to say so .  T h ey w i l l  carry o n  e n d l ess ly  about  wages,  
h o u rs ,  work i n g  cond i t ions ,  exp l o i tat i o n ,  p rod uct iv i ty ,  
p rof i ta b i l i ty .  T h ey' l l  g l ad ly ta l k  about  anyt h i n g  bu t  work itse l f .  
T h ese experts w h o  offer to d o  our  t h i n k i n g  for  u s  ra re ly  share 
the i r con c l us ions  about  work ,  for  a l l  i ts sa l i ency i n  the  l i ves of a l l  
o f  us .  A m o n g  themse lves they q u i b b l e  over the  deta i ls .  U n i o n s  
and management  ag ree t hat we o u g h t  to se l l  t he  t i m e  of o u r  l i ves 
i n  exchange  fo r s u rv iva l ,  a l th o u g h  they hagg le  over the p r i ce .  
M a rx i sts t h i n k  we shou ld  be bossed by b u reau c rats . 
L i bertar ians  t h i n k  we s h o u l d  be bossed by b u s i n essme n .  
Fem i n i sts d o n 't care w h i c h  form boss i ng takes so l o n g  a s  t h e  
bosses a re wom e n .  C l ear ly  th ese ideo logy-mongers have 
ser ious  d i ffere nces over h ow to d ivvy up the spo i l s  of power. 
J ust as c lear ly ,  n o n e  of t hem have any o bj ect ion  to power as 
such a n d  a l l  of them want to keep us  work i n g .  

Y o u  m a y  b e  won der i n g  i f  I 'm j o k i n g  o r  ser ious .  I ' m  j o k i n g  and 
ser ious .  To be l u d i c  i s  not  to be l u d i c rous .  P l ay d oesn ' t  have to 
be fr ivo lous ,  a l t h o u g h  fr ivo l i ty i sn 't t r iv i a l i ty; very often we o u g h t  
to take fr ivo l i ty ser ious ly .  I 'd l i ke l i fe to be a game - but  a g a m e  
w i t h  h i g h  stakes.  I want to p l ay tor keeps. 

The a l ternat ive to work i s n 't  j ust i d l eness .  To be l u d i c  is n ot to 
be q uaal u d i c .  As m uc h  as I t reasu re the  p leas u re of torpor ,  i t 's  
n ever more reward i n g  than  when i t  p u n ctu ates other  p l easu res 
and past i mes .  N o r  am I promot i n g  the managed t i me­
d isc i p l i ned safety-va l ve ca l led " l e i su re" ;  fa r f ro m  i t .  Le i s u re is 
n onwork for  the  sake of work . Le i su re i s  the  t i me  spent 
recover i n g  fro m work and  in the f renz ied but  h ope less attem pt 
to forget about  work .  M a n y  peo p le  ret u rn f ro m  vacat ion  so beat 
that they look forward to retu rn i n g  to work so they can rest u p .  
The  m a i n  d i fference  between work and  le i su re i s  that a t  work at 
l east you get pa id  fo r yo u r  a l ienat ion  a n d  enervat i o n .  

I am n ot p layi n g  def i n i t i ona l  games w i t h  anybody .  When  I say 
I want to abo l i sh  work ,  I mean j ust what I say, but I want to say 
what I mean by defi n i n g  my terms i n  non- i d i osyn crat i c  ways. M y  
m i n i m u m  def i n i t i on  of w o r k  is  forced labor, that i s ,  com p u lsory 
p rod uct ion . Both e lements a re essent ia l .  Work  is prod u ct ion  
enforced by  eco n o m i c  o r  po l i t ica l  means ,  by t h e  carrot o r  the  
st i ck .  (The carrot i s  j u st the  st i ck  by othe r  means . ) Bu t  n ot a l l  
c reat ion  i s  work .  Work i s  never d o n e  f o r  i ts o w n  sake,  i t 's  d o n e  
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o n  acco u nt of so m e  p roduct o r  output  that the  worker  (or ,  m o re 
often ,  somebody . e lse)  gets ou t  of i t .  T h i s  i s  what work 
n ecessar i l y  is .  To d ef i ne  i t  i s  to d esp ise i t .  B u t  work i s  usua l l y  
even worse than  i t s  def i n i t i on  decrees. T h e  dynam i c  o f  
d o m i nat ion  i nt r i ns i c  to  wo rk tends  ove r t i m e  toward e laborat i o n .  
I n  advan ced work-r id d led societ ies ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  i n d ustr ia l  
soc iet ies  whether  cap i ta l i st o r  "Com m u n ist , "  work i nvar ia b l y  
acq u i res other  att r i b utes w h i c h  accentuate i t s  o b n ox iousness .  

Usua l l y  - and  th is  i s  even m o re true in  "Com m u n ist"  than  
cap i ta l i st countr ies ,  where the  state i s  a l m ost the  on ly  e m p l oye r 
and  everyone i s  a n  e m p l oyee - work i s  e m p loyment ,  i.e., wage­
l abor ,  wh ich means se l l i n g  you rse l f  o n  the  i nsta l l ment  p l a n .  
T h u s  95% o f  Amer icans who work ,  w o r k  f o r  som ebody ( o r  
something) e l s e .  I n  the  U S S R  o r  C u ba o r  Y u g os l av ia  o r  any  
othe r  a l te rnat i ve mode l  w h i c h  m i g ht be add uced , the  
correspo n d i n g  f ig u re approaches 1 00%. On ly  the  em batt led 
Th i rd Wor ld  peasant  bast ions - M ex ico ,  I n d ia ,  B raz i l ,  T u rkey ­
tem porar i l y  she l ter  s i g n i f icant  concentrat ions  of ag r icu l tu r ists 
w h o  perpetuate the t rad i t iona l  arrangement  of m ost labore rs i n  
the  last seve ra l m i l l e n n ia ,  t he  payment  o f  taxes (= ransom)  to the  
state or  rent  to  paras i t i c  l a n d l o rds i n  ret u rn for  be i n g  otherwise 
l eft a lone.  Even t h i s  raw dea l  i s  beg i n n i n g  to look good.  A ll 
i n d ustr ia l  ( and  off i ce) wo rke rs a re e m p l oyees and  u nder  the  sort 
of s u rve i l l ance w h i c h  ensu res serv i l i ty .  

But modern work h as worse i m p l i cat i ons .  Peop le  d o n 't j ust 
work, t hey h ave "j obs . "  O n e  person d oes o n e  p ro d u ct ive task a l l  
t h e  t i me  on  an  o r-e lse bas is .  Even i f  t h e  task h as a q u a n t u m  of 
i nt r i ns ic  i nterest (as i nc reas i n g ly many  jobs d o n 't) t he  
monotony of i t s  o b l i g ato ry exc l u s iv i ty d ra i n s  i t s  l ud ic  poten t i a l .  
A " job"  that m i gh t  engag e  the  energies o f  some peop le ,  fo r  a 
reasonab ly  l i m ited t i me ,  for  the  fu n of i t ,  i s  j ust a b u rden  o n  
those w h o  have t o  do  i t  fo r fo rty h o u rs a week wi th  n o  say i n  how 
i t  shou ld  be done ,  fo r the  prof i t  of owners who co ntr i bute 
n ot h i n g  to the  p roject,  and  wi th  n o  opport u n i ty for  s h a ri n g  tasks 
o r  spread i n g  the work a m o n g  th ose who act u a l l y  h ave to d o  i t .  
T h i s  i s  the  rea l  wor ld  of work :  a wor ld  of b u reau c rat ic  
b l u nderi n g ,  of sexua l  h a rassment  a n d  d iscri m i nat ion , of 
bonehead bosses exp lo i t i n g  a n d  scapegoat i n g  the i r 
su bord i nates who - by any rat iona l -tech n ica l  cr i teri a - s h o u l d  
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be cal l i n g  t h e  s h ots.  Bu t  capi ta l i sm i n  t h e  real wor ld  
su bord i nates the  rat i o n al m ax i m izat ion  of p rod uct iv ity and 
p rof i t  to the  ex igenc ies of organ izat iona l  contro l .  

T h e  deg radat i o n  w h i ch m ost workers exper ience o n  the  j o b  i s  
the  sum of asso rted i nd i g n i t ies w h i c h  can be denom i nated as  
" d i sc i p l i n e . "  Foucau l t  has comp lex i f ied t h i s  phenomenon  but  i t  
i s  s i m p l e  e no u g h .  D isc i p l i n e  cons ists of the  tota l i ty of  
total i ta r ian  cont ro l s  at t h e  wo rkp lace - s u rvei l lance ,  rotewo rk ,  
i m posed work tem pos , p rod uct i o n  q u otas, p u n c h i n g  i n- and 
o ut- ,  e tc .  D isc i p l i n e  i s  what the  facto ry a n d  the  off ice  a n d  the  
sto re s h a re w i th  the  pr ison and  the  schoo l  a n d  the  menta l  
h osp i ta l . I t  i s  somet h i n g  h isto rica l l y  o r i g i na l  and  h o rr i b l e .  I t  was 
beyon d  the  capaci t ies of such d e m o n i c  d i ctato rs of yore as N e ro 
a n d  G e n g h i s  Khan  a n d  I va n  the  Terr i b le .  For  a l l  the i r bad 
i n ten t ions  they j ust d i d n 't h ave the mach i nery to control  the i r 
s u bjects as thoroug h ly as modern despots d o .  D i sc i p l i n e  i s  the  
d ist i n ct ive ly  d i abo l ica l  m odern  mode of contro l ,  i t  i s  a n  
i n novative i n t rus ion  w h i c h  m ust be i nterd i cted a t  the  ear l i est 
opportu n i ty .  

S u c h  is  "work . "  P l ay i s  j ust the  opposi te .  P l ay i s  a lways 
vo l u ntary .  What m ig ht otherw ise be p l ay is work if it's fo rced . 
T h i s  i s  ax io mat ic .  Bern ie  de Koven has def i n ed p lay as the  
"suspens ion  of conseq uences . "  Th is  i s  u nacceptab l e  i f  i t  i m p l i es 
that p l ay i s  i nconseq uent ia l .  T h e  po in t  i s  not that p l ay i s  w i thout  
conseq uences. Th is  i s  to demean p l ay .  T h e  poi n t  i s  that the  
conseq uences,  i f  any ,  a re  g ratu i tous. P layi ng  and g iv i n g  are  
c lose l y  re l ated , t hey a re the  behav io ra l  and  transact iona l  facets 
of the  same i m p u lse ,  t h e  p l ay- i n st i nct .  They share an ar i stocrat ic  
d isda i n  for  resu l ts .  T h e  p layer g ets someth i n g  ou t  of p l ay i n g ;  
th at's w h y  he  p l ays. B u t  t h e  co re rewa rd i s  t h e  exper ience o f  the  
act iv i ty i tse l f  (whatever i t  is ) . Some otherw ise attent ive students 
of  p l ay ,  l i ke J o h an H u iz i n g a  (Homo L udens) , define i t  as game­
p layi n g  or fo l lowi n g  ru les .  I respect H u iz i n ga's e ru d i t i on  bu t  
e m p hat ica l l y  rej ect h i s  const ra i nts .There a re  many g ood games 
(chess ,  baseba l l ,  M o n opo ly ,  b ri d ge) w h i ch a re r u l e-governed 
but the re i s  m u ch m o re to p lay than game-p lay i n g .  
Conversat i o n ,  sex, danc i n g ,  t rave l - these p ract ices aren ' t  ru l e­
g overned but  they a re s u re ly  p l ay i f  anyth i ng i s .  And  ru l es can 
be played with at  l east as read i l y  as a nyth i n g  e lse .  

Work makes a mockery of  freed o m .  The  off i c i a l  l i ne i s  that we 
a l l  have r i gh ts and l i ve i n  a d e mocracy. Other u nfort u n ates w h o  
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aren ' t  f ree l i ke we are have to l ive i n  p o l i ce states .  T h ese v i ct i m s  
o bey orders o r-e lse ,  n o  matter h ow arb itrary .  T h e  author i t i es 
keep them u n d e r  reg u la r  s u rve i l l an ce .  State b u reau c rats contro l  
even the  s m a l l e r  deta i l s  of  everyday l i fe .  T h e  offi c ia l s  who p u s h  
them a ro u n d  a re answerab le  o n ly to h i g her- u ps ,  p u b l i c  o r  
p ri vate . E i ther  way, d issent a n d  d isobed ience are p u n ished .  
I nformers report reg u lar ly  to the  au thori t ies .  A l l t h i s  i s  s u pposed 
to be a very bad th i n g .  

A n d  so i t  i s ,  a l th o u g h  i t  i s  n oth i ng b u t  a descr i pt i o n  o f  th e 
m odern  workp lace.  T h e  l i bera ls and  conservat i ves a n d  
l i berta r ians  who lament  tota l i tar i a n i s m  a re p h o n i es a n d  
hypocrites. There is m o re f reedom in a n y  moderately de­

Sta l i n ized d i ctators h i p  than  the re i s  i n  the  o rd i na ry American  
workp lace.  You f i nd  t h e  same sort of h ie rarchy and  d i sc i p l i ne i n  
a n  off ice o r  factory a s  you  d o  i n  a pr i son  o r  m o nastery. I n  fact ,  
as Fouca u lt and oth e rs h ave shown ,  pr i sons  a n d  factor ies came 
i n  at about  the  sam e  t i m e, and  the i r operators consc ious ly  
borrowed f ro m  each  othe r's contro l  tec h n i q u es .  A worker  i s  a 
part-t i m e  s l ave . The  boss says when  to s h ow u p ,  when  to l eave 
and what to do i n  the meant i me .  He te l l s  you how m u ch work  to 
d o  and  h ow fast .  H e  i s  f ree to carry h i s  contro l to h u m i l i at i n g  
ext remes, reg u l at i n g ,  i f  he  feels l i ke i t ,  t h e  c lothes you wear o r  
h o w  often y o u  g o  t o  t h e  bath ro o m .  Wi th  a few excepti ons  he  can 
f i re you for  any reason ,  o r  no  reason .  H e  has you sp ied o n  by 
sn i tches and  su perv isors ,  he  amasses a doss ie r  on  every 
employee. Tal k i n g  back i s  ca l led " i ns u bo rd i n at i o n , "  j u st as if a 
worker is a naug hty c h i l d ,  and  i t  not o n l y  g ets you f i red , i t  
d i squa l i f ies you fo r u n e m pl oyment  compensat i o n .  Wi th o ut 
n ecessar i l y  endors i n g  i t  for  them e i ther ,  i t  i s  noteworthy  that 
c h i l d re n  at h o m e  and  i n  schoo l  rece ive m uc h  the  same 
t reatment ,  j ust i f ied i n  the i r case by the i r s u p posed i m matu r i ty .  
What does t h i s  say about  the i r parents and  teachers who  work?  

The demea n i n g  system of d o m i nat ion  I 've d escr i bed r u l es 
over ha l f  the  wak i n g  h o u rs of a major i ty of wo men a n d  the  vast 
maj or i ty of men for decades,  for m ost of the i r l i fespans .  Fo r 
certa i n  pu rposes i t 's  n ot too m is lead i n g  to ca l l  o u r  system 
democracy o r  cap i ta l i s m  o r - better st i l l - i n d ustr i a l i s m ,  bu t  i ts 
real names a re factory fasc ism and off ice o l i ga rchy .  Anybody 
who  says these peo p l e  a re "free" i s  ly i n g  o r  stu p i d .  You a re what  
you do .  I f  you d o  bor i n g ,  stu p id  m onotonous  work ,  chances are  
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you ' l l  e n d  u p  bor i n g ,  stu p i d  and  m o n otonous .  Work i s  a m u c h  
better exp lanat ion  for t h e  c ree p i n g  c ret i n izat i o n  a l l  a ro u n d  u s  
than  even s u c h  s i g n i f icant  m o ro n iz i n g  m echan i sms  a s  te lev i s ion  
and  ed u cat i o n .  Peop le  who a re reg i mented a l l  t h e i r  l ives , 
handed off to work f ro m  schoo l  a n d  b racketed by the  fam i l y  i n  
t h e  beg i n n i ng and  the  n u rs i n g  h o m e  at the  e n d ,  are hab i tuated 
to h ie rarchy a n d  psycho log ica l l y  ens laved . T h e i r  apt i tude  fo r 
au to n o my i s  so atro p h ied  that t h e i r  fear of freedom i s  a m o n g  
the i r few ratio n a l l y  g ro u n ded p h o b ias .  The i r o bed i e n ce tra i n i n g  
at work carr ies over i n to t h e  fam i l i es they start ,  t h u s  
reprod u c i n g  the  system i n  m o re ways t h a n  one ,  and  i nto 
po l i t ics ,  c u l tu re and everyt h i n g  else.  O n ce you d ra i n  the v i ta l i ty 
from peo p le  at work ,  t hey ' l l  l i ke ly  s u b m it to h ie rarchy a n d  
expert ise i n  everyth i ng .  T h ey ' re used to i t .  

We are so c lose to t h e  wo r ld  of work that we can ' t  see what i t  
d oes to us .  We have to re ly  o n  outs i d e  o bservers from other  
t i mes o r  othe r  c u lt ures to apprec iate the  extre m ity a n d  the  
patho logy of our  p resent  pos i t i on .  T h e re was a t ime in  our own 
past  when the  "work eth ic"  wou l d  h ave been i n co m p rehens ib l e ,  
and  perhaps Weber  was  on  to somet h i n g  when h e  t ied  i ts 
appearan ce to a rel i g i o n ,  Ca lv i n i s m ,  w h i c h  i f  i t  emerged today 
i nstead of fou r  centu r ies ago wou ld i m med i ate ly a n d  
appropr iate ly be labe led a cu l t .  Be  that a s  i t  may,  we have o n l y  
to d raw upon the  w i s d o m  o f  an t iqu ity t o  put  w o r k  i n  perspect ive .  
The anc ie nts saw work for what i t  i s ,  and the i r  v iew preva i l ed ,  
the  Ca lv i n ist cran ks n otw i thstand i n g ,  u nt i l  overth rown by  
i n d ustr i a l i sm - but  n ot before rece iv i ng  the  endorsement  of its 
p rophets. 

Let 's prete n d  for a m o m ent  t h at work d oesn ' t  tu rn peop le  i nto 
stu l t i f i ed sub m i ss ives.  Let's p rete n d ,  in d ef iance of any p laus i b l e  
psyc h o l ogy and  the  i deo logy o f  i t s  boosters, that i t  h as no  effect 
on the form at ion  of character.  And  l et 's preten d  that work i sn't 
as bor i n g  and  t i r i n g  and  h u m i l i at i n g  as we a l l  k n ow it rea l ly  i s .  
Even then ,  work  wo u ld still m a ke a mockery of a l l  h u ma n ist ic  
and  democrat i c  asp i rat ions ,  j ust because i t  usurps so m uch  of 
o ur t ime .  Socrates sa i d  that m a n u a l  l aborers make bad f r iends  
and  bad c i t izens because they h ave no  t ime to fu l f i l l  the  
respons i b i l i t i es of fr i endsh ip a n d  c i t i zensh ip.  H e  was r ight .  
Because of work ,  n o  matter  what we do  we keep loo k i n g  at  our  
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watches .  T h e  on ly  t h i n g  " f ree" about so-ca l l ed free t i m e  i s  that i t  
d oesn ' t  cost  the  boss anyth i n g .  F ree t ime i s  most ly  devoted to 
g ett i n g  ready for work ,  go i ng  to work ,  return i n g  from work ,  a n d  
recover i ng  from work .  F ree t i m e  i s  a e up h e m i s m  f o r  the  pecu l i a r  
way labor  as a factor o f  p rod uct ion  not o n l y  t ransports itse l f  at 
its own expense to and  f ro m  the  workp lace b ut ass umes p ri mary 
respons i b i l ity for i ts own ma i ntenance a n d  repai r . Coa l  and  steel 
don 't do  that. Lathes and typewriters don 't do  that .  B ut wo rke rs 
d o. N o  wonder  Edward G .  Rob i nson i n  one  of h i s  gan gster 
m ov ies exc la i m ed ,  "Work i s  for saps ! "  

Both  P l ato and  Xenophon  att r i bute to Socrates and  obv ious ly  
share wi th  h i m  an  awa reness of  the  destruct i ve effects of  work  
o n  the worker  as a c i t izen a n d  as a h uman be i n g .  H e rod otus 
i dent i f i ed contem pt for work as an  att r i bute of the  c l ass ica l  
G reeks at  the zen i th  of the i r  cu l ture .  To take o n ly one  Roman  
exam p l e, C icero sa id  that "wh oever g ives h is  labor  fo r  money 
se l l s  h i mse l f  a n d  p uts h i mse l f  i n  the  ran k  of s l aves . "  H i s ca ndor  
i s  n ow rare, bu t  contemporary pr i m i t i ve soc iet i es w h i c h  we  are 
wont to l ook down upon have p rov ided spokes men  who have 
e n l i g hten ed Weste rn an th ropo log ists.  The Kapauku of West 
I r i an ,  accord i n g  to Pospos i l ,  have a concept ion  of ba lance in l i fe 
and acco rd i ng ly work on ly  every oth er  day, the day of rest 
d es i g ned "to reg a i n  the lost power and hea l th . "  O u r  ancesto rs ,  
even a s  l ate a s  the  e ig hteenth  century when they were f a r  a long  
the  path to  our  p resent  p red icam ent ,  a t  least were aware o f  what 
we have forgotte n ,  t he  un ders ide  of i n d ustr ia l izat i o n .  The i r 
re l i g i ous devot ion  to "St. M o n d ay" - th us esta b l i s h i n g  a de 
facto f i ve-day week 1 50-200 years before i ts lega l  consecrati o n  
- was the  d espa i r  of the  ear l i est factory owners .  They took a 
l o n g  t ime  i n  subm itt i ng  to the  ty ra n n y  of the  be l l ,  p redecesso r of 
the t i m e  c lock. I n  fact i t  was necessary for a generat ion  or  two to 
rep lace adu l t  m a l es w i th  women acc usto med to o bed ience a n d  
c h i l d ren  who cou l d  be mo l ded t o  f i t  i n d ust r ia l  needs .  Even t h e  
exp lo ited peasants of the  ancien regime wrested su bstant ia l  
t i m e  back  f rom the i r l a n d l ords '  work .  Accord i n g  to  Lafarg ue, a 
fo u rth  of the  French  peasants' ca lendar  was devoted to Sundays 
and h o l i d ays, and  C h ayanov's f i g u res fro m v i l l ag es in Czar ist 
R uss ia - hard ly a p rog ress ive soc iety - l i kewise s h ow a fou rt h  
o r  f i fth  o f  peasants' d ays devoted t o  repose. Cont ro l l i n g  for  
p rod uct i v i ty ,  we a re obv ious ly fa r beh i n d  these backward 
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soc i et i es .  T h e  exp l o ited m uzhiks wou l d  wonder  why any of u s  
a r e  work i n g  a t  a l l .  So s h o u l d  we. 

To g rasp the f u l l  e n o rm ity of o u r  deter io rat i on, h owever, 
cons ider  the  ear l i est cond i t i on  of h u ma n i ty, w i thout  g overnment  
o r  property, when we  wandered as h u nter-gatherers .  H o bbes 
su rm ised that l i fe was then  nasty, brut i sh  and s h o rt .  Others 
ass u me that l i fe was a desperate u n re m i tt i n g  stru g g l e  fo r 
s u bs istence, a war waged aga i n st a ha rsh  N atu re wi th  d eath a n d  
d i saster  awa i t i n g  the  u n l ucky o r  anyo n e  w h o  was uneq ua l  to the  
c h a l l enge  of the  st rug g le for  existe n ce .  Actua l ly, that was  a l l  a 
p roject ion  of fea rs for  the  co l l apse of government  au thor ity over 
com m u n i t ies u naccustom ed to d o i ng  w i thout  i t, l i ke the  
E n g land  of H o b bes d u ri n g  the  C iv i l War .  H o bbes' com patr i ots 
h ad a l ready encou ntered a l ternat i ve forms of soc iety w h i c h  
i l l ust rated oth e r  ways o f  l i fe - i n  N orth Amer ica, part i c u l ar ly ­
but  a l ready th ese were too rem ote fro m the i r exper ience to be 
u nderstan dab le .  (The l ower o rders, c l oser  to the  cond i t i on  of 
the I n d i ans, u n derstood i t  bette r and often fou nd i t  attract ive.  
Th ro u g h o u t  the  seventeenth  centu ry, E n g l i sh  sett l e rs defected 
to I n d ian  tr i bes o r, captu red in war, refused to ret u r n .  Bu t  the  
I nd ians  n o  m o re d efected to wh ite sett lements than Germans 
c l i m b  the Berl i n  Wa l l  f ro m  the west . )  The  " s u rv iva l  of  the  f i ttest" 
vers ion  - the T h o mas H ux ley ve rs i o n  - of Darwi n i s m  was a 
better acco u nt of eco n o m i c  cond i t i ons  i n  V i ctor ian  E n g l a n d  
t h a n  i t  was o f  nat u ra l  se lect i on, a s  the ana rc h ist K ropotk i n  
sh owed i n  h i s  book Mutual A id, A Factor o f  Evolution .  
( K ropotk i n  was a sc ient i st - a geog rapher - who 'd had a m p l e  
i nvol u ntary opport u n ity f o r  f i e ldwo rk wh i lst  ex i l ed i n  S i ber ia :  h e  
k new what he  was ta l k i n g  about . )  L i ke m ost soc ia l  and  po l i t ica l  
theo ry, the sto ry Hobbes a n d  h is  s uccesso rs to l d  was rea l l y  
u nacknowledged au tob i og raphy .  

T h e  anth ropo log ist M a rsha l l Sah l i ns, s u rveyi n g  the  data on  
conte m po rary h u nter-g athere rs, exp l oded the  H o b bes ian  myth 
in an  art i c l e  ent i t l ed "The O ri g i n a l Aff l uent  Soc iety. " They work  
a lot  l ess than  we d o, and  the i r work  i s  h a rd to d i st i n g u is h  f ro m  
what w e  regard a s  p lay .  Sah l i ns conc l u ded that " h u nters a n d  
gath ere rs wo rk less than  w e  d o ;  and, rather  than a cont i n u o us 
trava i l , the  food q u est i s  i nterm i ttent, l e i su re a b u n dant, a n d  
there is  a g reate r amoun t  of s l eep  i n  the  dayt i m e  pe r capita per  
year than  in  any othe r  con d i t i on  of soc i ety . "  They worked an  
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average of  four h ou rs a d ay ,  assuming t h ey were "worki n g" at 
a l l .  T h ei r  " labor," as it a p pears to us, was s ki l l ed l a b o r  w hich 
exercised t h ei r  p h ysic a l  a n d  inte l lectua l capacities; unski l led  
labor  o n  a n y  l a rg e  sca l e ,  as  Sah lins says ,  is  i m p ossi b l e  except 
u nder  i ndustrialis m .  T hus it satisfied F ried rich S c hi l l e r's 
d efinition of p l ay ,  the  o n l y  occasion on w hich m a n  realizes his 
com pl ete hum anity b y  givi n g  ful l  " p lay" to bot h  sides of his 
twofol d  n ature,  t hin kin g  a n d  fee li n g .  As he put it : "The  a ni m a l  
works w h e n  d e p rivatio n  is t h e  m ai ns p ri n g  of  its activity ,  a n d  it 
plays w h e n  t h e  ful l n ess of its strength  is t his m ai ns p ring ,  w h e n  
superabu n da nt life is its own stimulus to activity." (A m odern  
version - dubious ly  deve l o p m e nta l  - is A b ra h a m  M as low's 
counterposition  o f  "deficiency" a n d  " g rowth" m otivation . )  P lay  
a n d  freedo m  are ,  as  regards p roductio n ,  coextensive .  Even 
M a rx ,  w h o  b el o n gs (fo r a l l  his g ood i ntentions)  i n  the  
p roductivist pantheon ,  o bserved t h at "th e  real m of f reedo m  
d oes n ot c o m m e n ce u nti l t h e  point is p assed w h e re l a b o r  und e r  
the  co m pulsion  of  n ecessity a n d  externa l  uti lity is requi red ." H e  
n ever cou l d  quite b ri n g  himsel f  t o  identify t his h a p py 
circumstance as w h at it is , the  a b o lition of work  - it's rat h e r  
a n o m a l ous , after  a l l ,  to be  p ro-wo rker  a n d  a nti-work - but we 
can .  

T h e  aspiration t o  g o  backwards o r  fo rwa rds t o  a life with out 
work  is evident in every serious socia l o r  cultura l history of p re­
i n dust ria l  Europe ,  a m o n g  t h e m  M . D orothy  G eo rge's England in 
Transition a n d  Peter  Burke's Popular C ulture in Early Modern 
Europe. A lso p e rti n e nt is D a nie l  B e l l 's essay, "Work a n d  I ts 
Discontents," the  fi rst text, I be lieve, to  refer to t h e  " revolt 
against work" i n  so m a n y  words a n d ,  h ad it been u n d e rstood ,  a n  
im p o rtant c o rrection t o  t h e  c om p l acency ordi n a ri ly  associated 
with t h e  vo lume in  which it was co l l ected ,  The End of Ideology. 
N eit h e r  c ritics n o r  ce lebrants h ave n oticed t h at B e l l 's e n d-of­
ideo logy t hesis sig n a l led  n ot t h e  e n d  of  socia l  u n rest but t h e  
begi n ning  of  a new,  u n c h a rted p h ase u n c onstrained a n d  
u ninformed by i deo logy .  I t  was Sey m ou r  Lipset (in Political 
Man), n ot B e l l ,  w h o  a n n ou n ced at the sam e  tim e  t h at "th e  
fun d a menta l  p ro b l e ms of  t h e  I ndust ria l  R evo lutio n  h ave been 
so lved ," o n l y  a few years before the  p ost- or  m eta-i n dustria l 
discontents of  co l lege  stude nts d rove U pset f rom UC Be rkeley  
to the  re lative ( a n d  tem po ra ry )  t ra n qui l lity of  H a rva rd . 
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As Bell notes, Adam Smith in The Wealth of Nations, for all his 
enthusiasm for the market and the division of labor, was more 
alert to (and more honest about) the seamy side of work than 
Ayn Rand or the Chicago economists or any of Smith's modern 
epigones. As Smith observed: "The understandings of the 
greater part of men are necessarily formed by their ordinary 
employments. The man whose life is spent in performing a few 
simple operations... has no occasion to exert his 
understanding ... He generally becomes as stupid and ignorant 
as it is possible for a human creature to become." Here, in a few 
blunt words, is my critique of work. Bell, writing in 1956, the 
Golden Age of Eisenhower imbecility and American self­
satisfaction, identified the unorganized, unorganizable malaise 
of the 1970's and since, the one no political tendency is able to 
harness, the one identified in HEW's report Work in America, the 
one which cannot be exploited and so is ignored. That problem 
is the revolt against work. It does not figure in any text by any 
laissez-faire economist - Milton Friedman, Murray Rothbard, 
Richard Posner - because, in their terms, as they used to say 
on Star  Trek, "it does not compute." 

If these objections, informed by the love of liberty, fail to 
persuade humanists of a utilitarian or even paternalist turn, 
there are others which they cannot disregard. Work is 
hazardous to your health, to borrow a book title. In fact, work is 
mass murder or genocide. Directly or indirectly, work will kill 
most of the people who read these words. Between 14,000 and 
25,000 workers are killed annually in this country on the job. 
Over two million are disabled. Twenty to twenty-five million are 
injured every year. And these figures are based on a very 
conservative estimation of what constitutes a work-related 
injury. Thus they don't count the half million cases of 
occupational disease every year. I looked at one medical 
textbook on occupational diseases which was 1,200 pages long. 
Even this barely scratches the surface. The available statistics 
count the obvious cases like the 100,000 miners who have black 
lung disease, of whom 4,000 die every year, a much higher 
fatality rate than for AIDS, for instance, which gets so much 
media attention. This reflects the unvoiced assumption that 
AIDS afflicts perverts who could control their depravity whereas 
coal-mining is a sacrosanct activity beyond question. What the 
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statistics don't show is that tens of millions of people have their 
lifespans shortened by work - which is all that homicide 
means, after all. Consider the doctors who work themselves to 
death in their SO's. Consider all the other workaholics. 

Even if you aren't killed or crippled while actually working, 
you very well might be while going to work, coming from work, 
looking for work, or trying to forget about work. The vast 
majority of victims of the automobile are either doing one of 
these work-obligatory activities or else fall afoul of those who do 
them. To this augmented body-count must be added the victims 
of auto-industrial pollution and work-induced alcoholism and 
drug addiction. Both cancer and heart disease are modern 
aff l ict i o n s  n orma l l y  t raceab le , d i rect l y  o r  i n d i rect ly ,  to work .  

Work, then, institutionalizes homicide as a way of  life. People 
think the Cambodians were crazy for exterminating themselves, 
but are we any different? The Pol Pot regime at least had a 
vision, however blurred, of an egalitarian society. We kill people 
in the six-figure range'(at least) in order to sell Big Macs and 
Cadillacs to the survivors. Our forty or fifty thousand annual 
highway fatalities are victims, not martyrs. They died for nothing 
- or rather, they died for work. But work is nothing to die for. 

Bad news for liberals: regulatory tinkering is useless in this 
life-and-death context. The federal Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration was designed to police the core part of 
the problem, workplace safety. Even before Reagan and the 
Supreme Court stifled it, OSHA was a farce. At previous and (by 
current standards) generous Carter-era funding levels, a 
workplace could expect a random visit from an OSHA inspector 
once every 46 years. 

State control of the economy is no solution. Work is, if 
anything, more dangerous in the state-socialist countries than it 
is here. Thousands of Russian workers were killed or injured 
building the Moscow subway. Stories reverberate about 
covered-up Soviet nuclear disasters which make Times Beach 
and Three-Mile Island look like elementary-school air-raid drills. 
On the other hand, deregulation, currently fashionable, won't 
help and will probably hurt. From a health and safety 
standpoint, among others, work was at its worst in the days 
when the economy most closely approximated laissez-faire. 
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Historians like Eugene Genovese have argued persuasively that 
- as antebellum slavery apologists insisted - factory wage­
workers in the N orthern American states and in Europe were 
worse off than Southern plantation slaves. No rearrangement of 
relations among bureaucrats and businessmen seems to make 
much difference at the point of production. Serious 
enforcement of even the rather vague standards enforceable in 
theory by OSHA would probably bring the economy to a 
standstill. The enforcers apparently appreciate this, since they 
don't even try to crack down on most malefactors. 

What I've said so far ought not to be controversial. Many 
workers are fed up with work. There are high and rising rates of 
absenteeism, turnover, employee theft and sabotage, wildcat 
strikes, al")d overall goldbricking on the job. There may be some 
movement toward a conscious and not just visceral rejection of 
work. And yet the prevalent feeling, universal among bosses and 
their agents and also widespread among workers themselves is 
that work itself is inevitable and necessary. 

I disagree. It is now possible to abolish work and replace it, 
insofar as it serves useful purposes, with a multitude of new 
kinds of free activities. To abolish work requires going at it from 
two directions, quantitative and qualitative. On the one hand, on 
the quantitative side, we have to cut down massively on the 
amount of work being done. At present most work is useless or 
worse and we should simply get rid of it. On the other hand -
and I think this the crux of the matter and the revolutionary new 
departure - we have to take what useful work remains and 
transform it into a pleasing variety of game-like and craft-like 
pastimes, indistinguishable from other pleasurable pastimes, 
except that they happen to yield useful end-products. Surely 
that shouldn't make them less enticing to do. Then all the 
artificial barriers of power and property could come down. 
C reation cou l d  become recreation. And we could all stop being 
afraid of each other. 

I don't suggest that most work is salvageable in this way. But 
then most work isn't worth trying to save. Only a small and 
diminishing fraction of work serves any useful purpose 
independent of the defense and reproduction of the work­
system and its political and legal appendages. Twenty years 
ago, Paul and Percival Goodman estimated that just five percent 
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of the work then being done - presumably the figure, if 
accurate, is lower now - would satisfy our minimal needs for 
food, clothing, and shelter. Theirs was only an educated guess 
but the main point is quite clear: directly or indirectly, most work 
serves the unproductive purposes of commerce or social 
control. Right off the bat we can liberate tens of millions of 
salesmen, soldiers, managers, cops, stockbrokers, clergymen, 
bankers, lawyers, teachers, landlords, security guards, ad-men 
and everyone who works for them. There is a snowball effect 
since every time you idle some bigshot you liberate his flunkeys 
and underlings also. Thus the economy implodes. 

Forty percent of the workforce are white-collar workers, most 
of whom have some of the most tedious and idiotic jobs ever 
concocted .  Entire industries, insurance and banking and real 
estate for instance, consist of nothing but useless paper­
shuffling. It is no accident that the "tertiary sector," the service 
sector, is growing while the "secondary sector" (industry) . 
stagnates and the "primary sector" (agriculture) nearly 
disappears. Because work is unnecessary except to those 
whose power it secures, workers are shifted from relatively 
useful to relatively useless occupations as a measure to assure 
public order. Anything is better than nothing. That's why you 
can't go home just because you finish early. They want your 
time, enough of it to make you theirs, even if th�y have no use 
for most of it. Otherwise why hasn't the average work week gone 
down by more than a few minutes in the last fifty years? 

N ext we can take a meat-cleaver to production work itself. No 
more war production, nuclear power, junk food, feminine 

hygiene deodorant - and above all, no more auto industry to 
speak of. An occasional Stanley Steamer or Mode i-T might be 
all right, but the auto-eroticism on which such pestholes as 
Detroit and Los Angeles depend is out of the question. Already, 
without even trying, we've virtually solved the energy crisis, the 
environmental crisis and assorted other insoluble social 
problems. 

Finally, we must do away with far and away the largest 
occupation, the one with the longest hours, the lowest pay and 
some of the most tedious tasks around. I refer to house wives 

doing housework and child-rearing. By abolishing wage-labor 
and achieving full unemployment we undermine the sexual 
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division of labor. The nuclear family as we know it is an 
inevitable adaptation to the division of labor imposed by modern 
wage-work. Like it or not, as things have been for the last 
century or two it is economically rational for the man to bring 
home the bacon, for the woman to do the shitwork to provide 
him with a haven in a heartless world, and for the children to be 
marched off to youth concentration camps called "schools," 
primarily to keep them out of Mom's hair but still under control, 
but incidentally to acquire the habits of obedience and 
punctuality so necessary for workers. If you would be rid of 
patriarchy, get rid of the nuclear family whose unpaid "shadow 
work," as Ivan lllich says, makes possible the work-system that 
makes it necessary. Bound up with this no-nukes strategy is the 
abolition of childhood and the closing of the schools. There are 
more full-time students than full-time workers in this country. 
We need children as teachers, not students. They have a lot to 
contribute to the ludic revolution because they're better at 
playing than grown-ups are. Adults and children are not 
identical but they will become equal through interdependence. 
Only play can bridge the generation gap. 

I haven't as yet even mentioned the possibility of cutting way 
down on the little work that remains by automating and 
cybernizing it. All the scientists and engineers and technicians 
freed from bothering with war research and planned 
obsolescence should have a good time devising means to 
eliminate fatigue and tedium and danger from activities like 
mining. Undoubtedly they'll find other projects to amuse 
themselves with. Perhaps they'll set up world-wide all-inclusive 
multi-media communications systems or found space colonies. 
Perhaps. I myself am no gadget freak. I wouldn't care to live in a 
pushbutton paradise. I don't want robot slaves to do everything; 
I want to do things myself. There is, I think, a place for labor­
sav ing technology, but a modest place. The historical and pre­
historical record is not encouraging. When productive 
technology went from hunting-gathering to agriculture and on 
to industry, work increased while skills and self-determination 
diminished. The further evolution of industrialism has 
accentuated what Harry Braverman called the degradation of 
work. Intelligent observers have always been aware of this. John 
Stuart Mill wrote that all the labor-saving inventions ever 
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devised haven't saved a moment's labor. Kar l  Marx wrote that "it 
would be possibl e  to write a history of the inventions, made 
since 1830, for the sole purpose of supplying capital with 
weapons against the revolts of the working class." The 
enthusiastic technophil es - Saint-Simon, Comte, Lenin, B. F. 
Skinner - have a lways been unabashed authoritarians also; 
which is to say, technocrats. We should be more than sceptical 
about the promises of the computer mystics. They work l ike 
dogs; chances are, if they have their way, so wil l  the rest of us. 
But if they have any particularized contributions more readily  
subordinated to human purposes than the run of high tech, let's 
give them a hearing. 

What I rea l ly  want to see is work turned into play. A first step is 
to discard the notions of a "job" and an "occupation." Even 
activities that already have some ludic content lose most of it by 
being reduced to jobs which certain people, and only those 
people  are forced to do to the exclusion of a l l e lse. Is it not odd 
that farm workers toil painful ly in the fie lds while  their air­
conditioned masters go home every weekend and putter about 
in their gardens? Under a system of permanent revelry, we wil l  
witness the Golden Age of the dilettante which wil l  put the 
Renaissance to shame. There won't be any more jobs, just 
things to do and people to do them. 

The secret of turning work into play, as Charles Fourier 
demonstrated, is to arrange useful activities to take advantage 
of whatever it is that various people at various times in fact enjoy 
doing. To make it possible  for some people to do the things they 
could enjoy it wil l  be enough just to eradicate the irrationalities 
and distortions which afflict these activities when they are 
reduced to work. I, for instance, would enjoy doing some (not 
too much) teaching, but I don't want coerced students and I 
don't care to suck up to pathetic pedants for tenure. 

Second, there are some things that people l ike to do from time 
to time, but not for too long, and certainly not a l l the time. You 
might enjoy baby-sitting for a few hours in order to share the 
company of kids, but not as much as their parents do. The 
parents meanwhile, profoundly appreciate the time to 
themse lves that you free up for them, a lthough they'd get fretful 
if parted from their progeny for too long. These differences 
among individuals are what make a l ife of free play possibl e. The 
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same principia applies to many other areas of activity, especially 
the primal ones. Thus many people enjoy cooking when they 
can practice it seriously at their leisure, but not when they're j ust 
fuelling up human bodies for work. 

Third - other things being equal - some things that are 
unsatisfying if done by yourself or in unpleasant surroundings 
or at the orders of an overlord are enjoyable, at least for awhile, 
if these circumstances are changed. This is probably true, to 
some extent, of all work. People deploy their otherwise wasted 
ingenuity to make a game of the least inviting drudge-jobs as 
best they can. Activities t!lat appeal to some people don't always 
appeal to all others, but everyone at least potentially has a 
variety of interests and an interest in variety. As the saying goes, 
"anything once." Fourier was the master at speculating how 
aberrant and perverse penchants could be put to use in post­
civilized society, what he called Harmony. He thought the 
Emperor Nero would have turned out all right if as a child he 
could have indulged his taste for bloodshed by working in a 
slaughterhouse. Small children who notoriously relish 
wallowing in filth could be organized in " Little Hordes" to clean 
toilets and empty the garbage, with medals awarded to the 
outstanding. I am not arguing for these precise examples but for 
the underlying principle, which I think makes perfect sense as 
one dimension of an overall revolutionary transformation. Bear 
in mind that we don't have to take today's work j ust as we find it 
and match it up with the proper people, some of whom would 
have to be perverse indeed. If technology has a role in all this it 
is less to automate work out of existence than to open up new 
realms for ref creation. To some extent we may want to return to 
handicrafts, which William Morris considered a probable and 
desirable upshot of communist revolution. Art would be taken 
back from the snobs and collectors, abolished as a specialized 
department catering to an elite audience, and its q ualities of 
beauty and creation restored to integral life from which they 
were stolen by work. It's a sobering thought that the Grecian 
urns we write odes about and showcase in museums were used 
in their own time to store olive oil. I doubt our everyday artifacts 
will fare as well in the future, if there is one. The point is that 
there's no such thing as progress in the world of work; if 
anything it's j ust the opposite. We shouldn't hesitate to pilfer the 
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past for what it has to offer, the ancients l ose nothing yet we are 
enriched .  

The reinvention o f  dai ly l ife means marching off the edge of 
our maps. There is, it is t rue, more suggestive speculation than 
most peop le  suspect. Besides Fourier and M orris - and even a 
hint, here and there, in Marx - there are the writings of 
Kropotkin, the syndical ists Pataud and Pouget, anarcho­
communists o ld  (Berkman) and new ( Bookchin) . The Goodman 
brothers' Communitas is exemplary for i l lustrating what forms 
fo l low from given functions ( purposes), and there is something 
to be g leaned from the often hazy hera lds  of  
a l ternative/appropriate/intermediate/convivial technology, l ike 
Schumacher and especia l ly  l l l ich, once you disconnect their fog 
machines. The situationists - as represented by Vaneigem's 
Revolution of Everyday Life and in the Situa tionist International 

A n thology - are so ruthlessly lucid as to be exhi larating, even if 
they never did quite square the endorsement of the rule  of the 
workers' councils  with the abol ition of work.  Better their 
incong ruity, though, than any extant version of l eftism, whose 
devotees look to be the last champions of work, for if there were 
no work there would be no workers, and without workers, who 
would the left have to o rganize? 

So the abolitionists would be large ly on their own. N o  one can 
say what would result  from unl eashing the c reative power 
stultified by work. Anything can happen. The tiresome debater's 
p roblem of freedom vs. necessity, with its theol ogical overtones, 
reso lves itself practical ly once the production of use-va lues is 
coextensive with the consumption of delightful p lay-activity. 

Life wil l become a game, or rather many games, but not - as 
it is now - a zero/sum game. An optimal sexual encounter is the 
paradigm of productive p lay. The participants potentiate each 
other's p leasures, nobody keeps score, and everybody wins. 
The more you give, the more you get. I n  the ludic l ife, the best of 
sex wil l  diffuse into the better part of daily l ife . Genera lized p lay 
l eads to the libidinization of l ife . Sex, in turn, can become l ess 
urgent and desperate, more p layfu l .  I f  we p l ay our cards right, 
we can a l l  get more out of l ife than we put into it; but only if we 
p lay for keeps. 

No one should ever  work. Wo rkers of the wor ld  . . .  relax! 
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II. 
THE LAST INTERNATIONAL 

(1977 .. 1983) 

My po l i t ica l  debut  on the l u nat ic  f r i n g e  took the form of a 
poste r p roject ca l led "The Last I nternat i o na l . "  I never l i ked the  
name and i nadvertent ly  appropr iated i t  f rom a former  member  
of For O u rse l ves (see " Preface to The Right to B e  Greedy" 
u nder  I V  be l ow) - I met h i m  at my Gor i l l a  G rotto event ,  act u a l l y  
- who ,  h owever,  never adopted i t  fo r h i mse l f .  I somet i mes u sed 
other  ru b r ics ,  such  as th ose dep loyed be low i n  
" De

'
c lasse( f ieds) . "  M y  mode ls  were o n e- o r  two-person poster 

p rojects u s i n g  o rgan izat iona l  pseudonyms l i ke U ps h ot in San 
F ranc isco ( J o h n  and Pau l a  Zerzan )  and A u rora in Mad i son  
(Scott Po lar  Bear  and  Bob  Bru baker) . M y  o p i n ions  ref lected 
s i tuat i o n i st a n d ,  to a l esser extent ,  anarc h i st i nf l uence as 
refracted by these g ro u p l ets and by Detro i t 's Fifth Esta te . M y  
p u rpose was t o  bypass t h e  med i a ,  even t h e  "a l te rnat ive" ones ,  
w i th  express i o n  unm ed i ated by ed i tors ,  by be i n g  fo r sa l e ,  o r  i n  
any  other  way, to vent m y  v iews i n  j ust the  way I wanted  to ,  
po l i teness and  p o p u l a ri ty be damned .  I 'd been a New Left i st ,  
i nc rec s i n g l y  rest ive u nd e r  the  rout i n is m  a n d  r i gh teousness of  
the N e·w Left as i t  oss i f i ed i n  the  70 's ,  a n d  i t  was  exh i l a rat i ng to 
b reak free .  I n  the  beg i n n i ng my own standpo in t  was st i l l  u l t ra­
l eft i st - I was i n terested in cou nc i l  co m m u n is m ,  Processed 
World's dogma (see " C i rc l e-A Deceit"  u nder  i l l  be low) -but  
the  posters were des i g n ed l y  destruct ive ,  n ot construct ive.  

"Re l i g i o n  as Bana l i ty ,"  the o n l y  rep resentat i ve of the  U 's 
o ri g i ns i n  A n n  Arbor ,  i s  i n  part der ived from a n  anonymous  
poster I c i rc u l ated i n  1 976 a t  Georgetown law schoo l ,  a J es u it 
i nst i tut i o n ,  when I was a d isgru nt led student  there .  L l  posters 
are u n d errepresented i n  t h i s  co l l ect i on  because m uc h  of the i r 
i n terest i s  as v i sua l  as i t  i s  verba l ,  a n d  i n  t h i s  format t h e  b u i l t- i n  
b ias i s  toward text . ( N ot that I ' m  a ta len ted g ra p h i c  a rt i st - n o  
way! -but  I d i d  i n dependent ly  d iscover a n d  c l u ms i ly  e m p loy 
some of the  co l l age  tec h n i q u es w h i c h  the  p u n ks h ave s i nce 
made co m m o n p l ace. ) B ut they've been p i l fered for some of the  
other  texts i nc l uded here .  
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L l  posters have been prod uced over the  years i n ,  I 'd g u ess, t he  
low end of f ive f ig ures ( m ore than  1 0, 000,  bu t  c l oser to that than  
to 1 00 ,000) , i nc l u d i n g  repr i nts by G erry Re i th  i n  Wyo m i n g  and a 
few h u n dred Span ish- lang uage vers ions  of " R e l i g i o n  as 
Bana l i ty" w h i c h  were posted i n  San Franc isco's H ispa n i c  s l u ms ,  
where I l i ved , very caut ious ly .  T h ey've been  p u b l i shed i n  four 
cou ntr ies ,  and wi l l  s h ort ly  appear in a f i fth (Yu gos lav ia) . T h e  
irony i s  that a project w h i c h  i nten ded t o  avo id  the  m ed i a  h as 
ended u p  fue l l i ng some of t hem .  

A l l  t hese texts org i n ated as o n e-page posters except the  l ast 
one ,  " F i g h t i n g  Words , "  wh ich  appeared as a fo lder 
(c landest i ne ly  typeset o n  Processed World's eq u i p ment ) . When  
I m oved to Berke ley from San Franc i sco i n  fa l l  1 982 1 
encountered mass i ve j ad ed i n d ifferen ce i n  a town that pr ides 
i tse l f  o n  i ts po l i t i c izat i o n  but  is ,  in  fact ,  paroch i a l and  pass ive .  
And so the  poster project faded out .  W h i c h  i s  a l l  r i g ht .  The tr i ck  
i s ,  w i thout  be i n g  a q u itter ,  to  know when  to q u i t .  
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RELIGION AS BANALITY ... 

"Everything that is doddering, squin t-eyed, infamous, 
sullying and grotesque is contained for me in this 
single word: G OD "  

-A ndre Breton 

. . .  DIVINITY AS TYRANNY 

"If god really existed, i t  would b e  necessary to abolish 
Him" 

-Michael Bakunin 

R E L I G I ON I S  D E C E I T F U L ,  D E PRAV E D  AN D ABS U R D  - but  
don 't u nderest i m ate i t .  The re's a reaso n  t h i s  decrep i t  re l i c  of  
h u man ity's i nfancy st i l l  adorns  c l ass soc i ety. "The powers that 
be are orda i n ed of G o d , "  says St .  Pau l .  N ot q u i te .  G od is 
ordained by the powers that be.  H is o m n i potence exp resses o u r  
i m potence.  

BAB B L E  ABOUT "TH E  WAG ES OF S I N "  serves to cover up the 
sin of wages. We want r ig hts ,  not r i tes - sex, n ot sects . O n l y  
E ros a n d  E r i s  be l o n g  i n  o u r  pantheon .  S u re ly  t h e  N azare n e  
necroph i le h a s  had h is revenge  by n ow .  Remem ber ,  pa i n i s  j ust 
God 's  way of h u rt i n g  you .  

T H E  C H U R C H  (A N Y  C H U R C H )  I S  CAP I TAL'S 
C O N S ECRAT E D  COP.  Exa m p l es :  Christianity (wh i c h  i s  ne i ther  
catho l i c  n o r  p rotestant ) ; Judaism ( read i n g  the  P ro p h ets and  
rak i n g  i n  the  p rof i ts) ; Islam (wh i c h  means  "s u b m iss ion" )  - p l u s  
a l l  farc i ca l l y  fas h ionab le  O r ienta l  myst i c i sms  p u s h e d  b y  g reedy 
g u rus  with l ice in t h e i r  beards .  
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F R O M  I RAN TO I R E LA N D ,  f ro m  Madr id  to M i a m i ,  f rom the  West 
Bank  to West V i rg i n ia the fa i thf u l  fu l f i l l  t h e i r  fu nct i o n ,  
s u p p ress i ng  s u bj ect iv i ty and  sexua l i ty i n  con n i vance w i th  the i r 
ete rna l  a l ly ,  the  State. " Pr isons a re b u i l t w i th  stones of Law, 
b rothe l s  with br icks  of Re l i g i o n "  ( B l a ke) . 

AS FOR " G O D , "  suff ice to say that abso l ute power corru pts 
abso l ute ly .  "God  h as suff ic ient ly  revea led H i s  t rue character by 
com b i n i n g  the gen i ta l  organ with the u r i nary t ract" ( B recht) . A 
person w i thout  G od i s  l i ke  a f i sh  w i thout a b i cyc le .  Be 
( d i abo) log ica l .  . .  c u rb you r  dog m a. Revo l u t ion ,  not reve lat i o n !  
Be l i ef i n  G od i s  se l f-managed m ut i lat i o n .  Why n ot deny G o d  a n d  
aff i rm yourself? 

GET THEE BEHIND ME, GODI 

( 1 976 , 1 977) 
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THE BALLAD OF BRENDA SPENCER 

M o nday m o rn i ng ,  j ust another  day 

D o i n g  everyt h i n g  the  teachers say 

B renda's t i red of d o i n g  what sh e's to ld  

T i red of be i n g  you ng and  fee l i n g  o ld  

Brenda Spencer  hasn 't l ost her  p r ide  

S h e  gets off o n  pedagog i c i de !  

Chorus: 

H ear what B re n da's got to say 

"S n i p i ng l i vens up my day.  

I d o n 't l i ke M o n d ays anyway! " 

B renda's t i red of fo l lowi n g  the  ru les 

T i red of suck i n g  up to ev i l foo ls 

L i tt l e  d i d  the  g rown - u ps rea l ize 

B renda's g o n n a  cut them d own to s ize!  

Rather  than behave h e rse l f  today 

B renda b lew the p ri n c i pa l  away! 
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Chorus 

S i x  l o n g  h o u rs ,  ha l f  a d ay 

B renda he ld  the  p i g s  at bay 

Wan na  k n ow the reason why? 

B renda 'd rather  k i l l  than  d i e  

Chorus 

A l l  the  experts say that B re nda 's s i ck  

They get pa id  to pu l l  that d i rty t r i ck  

Teach ers, d o n 't te l l B renda what to d o  

S h e  knows h ow to d e a l  w i t h  scu m  l i ke you 

Ah!  the  g lad ness,  sad ness,  mad ness,  f u n  

G rowi ng from t h e  barre l  o f  her  g u n !  

Chorus 

M o nday m o rn i ng ,  just a n other  day 

D o i n g  everyt h i n g  the teachers say 

B ren da's t i red of d o i n g  what she's to ld  

T i red of be i n g  you n g  a n d  fee l i n g  o ld  

B renda Spencer  hasn ' t  l ost her  p r ide  

S h e  gets off o n  pedagog i c i de !  

(1979) 
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THESES ON 

GROUCHO MARXISM 

1 

G roucho  M arxi s m ,  the  theory of comed i c  revo l u t ion  i s  m uc h  
m o re t h a n  a b l u ep ri nt  fo r c rass strug g le :  l i ke a red l ig ht i n  a 
w indow, it i l l u m i nates h u man ity's inevitable destin y, the 

declasse soc iety. G-M arx i sm i s  the theory of permanent revelry. 
( Down boy! There ,  t hat 's  a g ood dogma . )  

2 

The  examp le  of the  M a rx B rothers themse lves s hows the  u n ity 
of M a rx ist theory and p ract ice (for i nstan ce, when G ro u c h o  
i nsu l ts somebody wh i le H a rpo p i cks h i s  pocket) . M o reover ,  
M a rx ism i s  d i a lect ica l  ( i s n 't C h ico the  c l ass i c  d i a lect 
comed ian? ) .  Comed ians  who fa i l to synthes ize theory a n d  
p ract ice ( t o  say n oth i ng o f  th ose w h o  fa i l  t o  s i n  at a l l )  a re u n ­
M a rx ist .  S u bseq uent  comed ians ,  fa i l i ng to g rasp that separat ion  
i s  " the d iscrete charm of  the  bou rgeo is ie , "  h ave l apsed i nto 
mere p ratfa l l s  o n  the  one  hand ,  and  mere p ratt l e  o n  the  other .  

3 

Because G-Marx ism i s  p ract ica l ,  i ts ach i evements can n ever 
be red uced to m e re h u m or,  enterta i n ment ,  o r  even "art . "  (The  
aesth etes, after a l l ,  a re l ess i n terested i n  the  apprec iat i on  of  a rt 
than i n  art that apprec iates . )  After  a gen u i ne Marx ist sees a M arx 
B rothers mov ie ,  he te l l s  h i mself :  " If you t h i n k  that  was f u n ny ,  
take a look at you r  l ife ! " 

4 

Contemporary G-Marx ists m ust reso l ute ly deno u n ce the  
i m i tat ive, vu l gar  " Marx ism"  of  the  T h ree Stooges,  M onty Pyt h o n ,  
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and  Bugs  B u n ny .  I nstead of v u l g a r  M a rx i sm , we m u st retu rn to 
authent ic  Marxist  vulgarity. Rect u mf icat i on  i s  l i kewise in order  
fo r t hose d e l uded co m rades who th i n k  " the correct l i ne"  i s  what 
the  cop makes them wal k  when  he  pu l ls t hem over. 

5 

C lass-consc i o u s  M a rx i sts ( that i s ,  M a rx ists who are consc ious  
that they h ave n o  c lass) m u st spu rn the  anem ic ,  t rendy ,  
n a rc i ss is t ic  "comedy" of comed i c  rev i s ion i sts l i ke Woody A l l en  
a n d  J u les Fei ffer .  A l ready the  comed ic  revo l u t ion  h as 
s u pe rseded m e re n e u ros is  - it 's  l ud i c  bu t  n ot l ud i c rous ,  
d iscr i m i nat i n g  bu t  n ot d i sc ri m i n ato ry ,  m i l i tant  but  n ot m i l i tary ,  
and  adventu rous but  not adventu r i st .  M a rx i sts rea l ize that today 
you h ave to look i nto a fun house m i r ro r  to see the way you rea l l y  
a re .  

6 

Al th o u g h  n ot en t i re ly  l ac k i n g  i n  g l i m mers of M a rx i st i ns i g ht ,  
soci a l i st ( su r) real i sm m ust be d i st i n g u ished from G-Marx i s m .  I t  
i s  t rue that Sa lvador  Da l i  once  g ave Harpo a harp made o u t  of 
barbed wi re; however,  there i s  no evidence that Harpo eve r 
p l ayed i t .  

7 

Above a l l ,  i t  i s  essent i a l  to ren o u n ce and  rev i l e  a l l  co med i c  
secta r i an i sm s u c h  a s  that of  the  eq u i ne T rots . A s  i s  we l l-known ,  
G roucho  repeated ly  proposed sex  but  opposed sects . For  
G roucho ,  then ,  t he re was a d i fference between be i n g  a Trot  and 
be i n g  h ot to trot .  Fu rther ,  the  Trot s logan "Wages for  
H o rsework" s macks of refor m ,  not reve l ry.  T rot efforts to c la i m 
A Day at the Races and Horsefeathers for  t h e i r  tendency m ust 
be i n d i g nant ly  rej ected ; i n  t ru th ,  National Velvet i s  m o re the i r 
speed.  
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8 

The b u rn i ng issue confro n t i n g  G-Marx ists today i s  the party 
question , w h i c h  - na ive ,  red u ct ion i st " Marx ists" to the  cont ra ry 
- is  m o re than  j ust "Why was n 't I i nv i ted? "  That never stopped 
G roucho !  M a rx i sts n eed the i r own d isc i p l i n ed vang u a rd party, 
s i nce they ' re ra re ly  we lcome at anybody e l se 's .  

9 

G u i ded by the  Marx ist lead e r-dog mas of misbeha viorism a n d  
hysterical materialism, i nev i tab ly  the  masses w i l l  e m b race,  n ot 
o n ly G-Marx i sm , bu t  a l so each other .  

1 0  

G roucho  M a rx i s m ,  then , i s  the  tour de farce of comedy.  As 
H arpo is re l i ab ly  reported to have sai d :  

I n  othe r  words ,  comedy i s  r i otous o r  i t  i s  noth i n g !  So  m u c h  to 
do,  so many to d o  i t  to !  On you r  Ma rx ,  get set - g o !  

BO R E D  AGAI N ?  Why not ratt le  you r  cage? I p ro pose a d i a log  o f  
the  d isaffected , a consp i racy o f  the  e q u a l s ,  a po l i t ics o f  
p leas u re .  O u rs i s  the anomie power o f  negat ive th i n k i ng a n d  
corros i ve l augh ter .  The u n ru l y  a m o n gst t h e  i nst i tu t iona l i zed 
h ave o n l y  themse lves - and  possi b l y  eac h other. Let 's  confer .  
The cho ice i s  sed i t ion  or  sedat i o n .  Any n u mber  can p lay .  

( 1 979) 
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GET CLEAR! 

(ASS)HOLISM 

Recent stu d i es suggest that consc iousness i s  carc i nogen ic .  
After a s u rvey of  the  eth i cs o f  ent ro py ,  the  fo l l ow i n g  top ics 
receive term i na l  treatment :  ( 1) Dyi n g  as a p rocess of persona l  
g rowt h ;  (2 )  C harne l  k n owledge ;  ( 3 )  Thanatotherapy (w i th  
em phas is  o n  Ado lf i n g  and  "term i na l  sc ream "  the ra py) ; (4) Auto­
necroph i l i a  for  the  M e  Generati o n .  M entor :  Rev.  J i m  J o nes ,  
Post h u mous  P rof . of  Thanato l ogy .  

WHOLIS TIC WEA L TH 

T h i s  cou rse has he l ped h u n d reds of doctors,  l awyers a n d  
other  parasites t o  feel  okay about  be i n g  o bscene ly  r i ch .  M ater ia l  
th i ngs are but  Maya ( = i l l us i o n )  -sti l l ,  t hey are you r  reward for  
v i rtue  in  a p rev ious  l ife .  learn to exp lo i t  you r  i n ne r  r i ches w h i l e  
h o l d i n g  on  to you r  outer  ones .  Don 't share the  wea l th ,  share t h e  
exper ience !  (Tu i t ion  i s  tax-ded u ct i b le . )  

BE YOND VEG E TA RIA NISM: NE W PA THS IN PRI VA TIO N  

G ave u p  meat bu t  st i l l  feel  g u i l ty? So you shou ld !  S i n ce you  
a re  what you eat, eventua l l y  every vegetar ian  tu rns  can n i ba l .  
T h i s  cou rse i ntroduces y o u  t o  i na n i mate eat i n g .  Y o u  too can 
suck  rocks and  learn to l i ke i t !  T h e  cou rse i s  a p re requ is ite to 
ANAERO B I C  STAS I S  ( " G ood health t h ro u g h  hypovent i l at ion" ) , 
w h i c h  exp la i n s  how to eke out  a m iserab le  ex isten ce w i thout  
i m m o ra l  exp l o itat i o n  of  the  atmosphere .  

NE W A GE POL I TI CS 

Recent deve lopments i n  decentra l i zed deg rad at ion  a n d  
appropr iate tec h nocracy. Fac i l i tator and  Zen demagog u e  J erry 
B rown w i l l  demonst rate the  feas i b i l i ty of h a rness i n g  po l i t i c i ans  
as  a sou rce of  wi n d  power. A Mar i n Corpse recru i te r  w i l l  appear  
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o n  beha l f  of the  Ba loney A l l i ance to en l i st n o- n u kes narcs and  
pac i f ist po l ice .  Others to  be a n n o u n ced after secu rity 
p recaut ions  a re f i na l ized.  

In the Flow 

TH E A D D L E D  A G E  O F  AQUAR I U S  I S  OVER .  Wish i n g  away the  
h o l ist i c  h o rror of everyday l i fe d id n 't work .  We were suckers to  
buy back  parod ies of our  d reams of total transf i g u rat i o n  f ro m  
h o l is t ic  h u cksters ,  consc iousness con-men and  awareness 
e nt repreneu rs. The i r "a l ternat ive l i fe-sty les" o n l y  offer less of 
more of the same. 

T H E R E'S N O TH I N G N EW about a N ew Age of myst i c i sm ,  
masoch ism a n d  m on ey .  "We o u g ht n ot to  act a n d  speak as 
thoug h we were as leep" ( H erac l i tus) . T h e  ast ro logers h ave o n l y  
p red icted the  futu re; the  p o i n t  i s  t o  c reate i t .  Paradise is 
possible . D o n 't b u rn out ,  d o n 't se l l  out ,  break out .  Why wa l low i n  
escap ism when we can really escape? 

(1979) 
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BECAUSE OF LAWS 

(For Jim Wheat) 

Because of laws i t  i s  i l l ega l  -

To acq u i t you rse l f  w i th  conv ict i o n ;  

T o  se l l  yo u rse l f  s h o rt f o r  t o o  l o n g ;  

T o  f i n i s h  g o i n g  d own o n  a n  u pstart ;  

To capi ta l ize on com m u n is m ;  

T o  pu l l  my l e g  on  the  oth e r  h a n d ;  

To have land l o rds  rent ;  

To be St i rner  than M ax w i thout  fa i l i ng M a rx ;  

To con p ros poet ica l l y  w i th  d ete rm i nate sent ience;  

To keep the  ba l l  in  you r  cou rt w i thout  end i n g  up in one ;  

To be more l i ke you rse l f  than  you 've ever been  before. 

( 1 98 1 ) 
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THE CORRECT LINE 

A spectre is haunting Terra: the spectre of comedy. East and 
West, " left" and right, power's pimps and property's property 
(businessmen and bureaucrats, socialists and socialites, 
commissars and clergymen, Coke and Pepsi) - all the fat cats 
and phonies and their marching morons and stultified tools are 
as one in their efforts to exorcise the mockery of those who fly in 
under their radar. Banished or bridled again and again, the 
Trickster always gives them the slip in the end, wearing 
countless faces as the institutionalized slip on their faeces. 
They'l l  never catch the Roadrunner! 

And now the time has come "to make the silence audible" 
... with the radio off. Ragnarok 'n' rol l  is here to stay. "Take back 
the night"? Why settle for half-measures? For the unbossed and 
unbought it is better to score than to keep score, better to prey 
than to pray. Let al l she-and-hedonists shit-can the 
(sub)humanists; let hungry Morlocks everywhere eat the rich; 
let the ludic and the Luddites put an end to the supreme 
servitude work. The depressive have reason to dispose of the 
repressive. Why not take the socio path? It leads to a leaderless 
life of permanent revelry beyond the Reality Principle. 

As the economy implodes and the culture corrodes and the 
old world erodes, as even the oblivious incline toward 
Oblomovism, as time runs out on the time-clock - with 
Armageddon imminent, the sentients and sensitives had better 
make sure that the Antichrist wins. It's autism against ough tism! 
Necronomics is bankrupt: statism is withering away. This is the 
fight to the finish between Them and Us, between gorillas and 
guerrillas, quantity and quality, Marxists and Groucho Marxists, 
the inane and the insane, Locke and Loki, the Syndicate and the 
cynical,  the Trots and the hot-to-trot, common sense and 
communal sensuality, Catholics and catholics, Protestants and 
protestants, the ruling class and the declasse , the static and 

the stateless, the negation of pleasure - and the pleasure of 
negation. Al l reet! 
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Confused by Cartes i an ,  M a n i chean ,  l eft b ra i n/r i gh t  bra i n  
struct u ra l ist  b i n ary o p pos i t ions  c ross h atc h i n g  t h e  wr i n k les o n  
you r b ra i n ?  Wou l d  y o u  h es i tate t o  p l ay c h ess w i t h  Karen 
Q u i n l a n ?  You r prudence ( but  n ot you r  p rud i sh ness) is  
commendab le  a n d ,  hopefu l l y, not commandab le .  What you 
n eed i s  a d i ffe rent  ( bu t  n ot d i ff ident )  i n d u str ia l-strength  
i deo logy ,  a foray i nto fuckt u ra l i s m ,  the  ( non- i l l u m i n i st )  
i l l u m i nat i o n  of north-brain consc iousness ,  a p l u nge  i nto 3-
c h o rd po l i t ics  a n d  n oth i n g- left i sm . Too m uc h  i s  e n o u g h !  Se l f­
h e l p  m ea n s  h e l p  you rse l f !  P u rsue  l i be rat i o n  t h ro u g h  
l ogosexua l i ty :  see f o r  you rse l f  h ow c u n n i ng- l i n g u ist ics adds a 
who le  new d i mens ion  to o ra l  sex. Use the  power of abs u rd i ty to 
expose the absu rd i ty of power.  You say you hear  a d i ffe rent  
d r u m m e r? M aybe so - but  i s  the  rhyt h m  syncopated? G i ve 
you rse l f  perm iss ion  to feel o kay about  trash i ng the  Tota l i ty and 
i ts count less l i ce nsed l oya l  oppos i t ions ,  i ts a rtfu l l y  e n g i n ee red 
i l l usory a l ternat ives to itse l f .  Accept no su bst i tu tes !  

You ' re ent i t l ed ,  after m i l l e n ia of c i vi l izat i o n ,  after centu r ies of 
i nd ustr ia l i s m ,  after d ecades of schoo l i n g ,  after  years of 
te lev i s i o n ,  after months  of rock  m us ic ,  afte r m i n utes of read i n g  
- you ' re ent i t led  t o  t h e  straight poop. A n d  he re i t  i s ,  the  
q uest ion  to the  answer you 've been hear i n g  a l l  you r  l i fe ,  the  
correct line: 

I N CO R R ECT 

Sedat ion  

Vang u a rd part ies 

F reedo m  of rel i g i o n  

Lega l  p ract ice 

Behav i or i sm 

M ed itat ion  

Len i n i s m  

Pray i n g  

F ree trade 

Counte r-c u l t u re 

C O R R E CT 

Sed i t ion  

After-hou rs part ies 

F reedom from re l i g i on 

Target p ract ice 

M isbehav ior i sm 

Pre m ed itat ion  

Len n on i s m  

P lay i n g  

R o u g h  t rade 

Cou nter i n g  c u l t u re 
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Po l i t i ca l  movements 

Dad 

Reve lat ion  

Wars 

C l ass ica l  l i bera l s  

Reason 

Sects 

Cap i ta l  p u n is h m ent  

Ato m i c  power 

Lawyers 

Homophob ia  

Separat ion  of c h u rc h  

a n d  state 

Consu l tants 

E l ect ions  

Force 

H i stor ica l  mater i a l i s m  

Rac ism 

Neu rot ics 

Pos i t i ve th i n k i n g  

L i bertar ians  

TV 

Theo l og ians  

Forei g n  affa i rs 

Pe lv ic  movemen ts 

Dada 

Revo l ut i on  

Whores 

Rococo rad ica ls  

T reason 

Sex 

The p u n i s h ment  of cap i ta l  

A n o m i e  power 

Scofflawyers 

Nomophob ia  

Abo l i t i on  of c h u rc h  

a n d  state 

l ns u l tants 

E rect ions 

Farce 

H yster ica l  m ater ia l i sm 

E rase- i s m  

E rot ics 

Pos i t i ve d ri n k i ng 

L i bert i nes 

TV's 

N eo i og ians  

Fore i g n  affa i rs 

L EV I TY I S  T H E  4TH D I M E NS I O N !  

II 
the  correct l i ne

( 1 98 1 ) 

5 1  

II 





, , 

DECLASSE(FIEDS) 

P O S I T I O N S  AVAILABLE:  P r o n e  o r  
s u p i ne.  To get on - or to g e t  i t  o n ?  
To p a y  o r  t o  p l ay? To g et u p  o r  t o  
g et i t  u p ?  To work o r  to s h i rk? 
D o n 't downsize desi re! T here is  n o  
l i fe after w o r k .  Workers Against 
Work. 

ATT E N T I O N  NEW (W)A G E I STS: A 
good m a ntra is h a rd to f i n d .  T h e  
A q u a r i a n  A g e :  t h e  W h o l ocaust.  
Godless Communists ( att n :  S u f i  
S a l e s ,  Deme ntor) . 

FAI L I N G  MARX: M a o i sts: M a rx i st 
M oon ies.  Trots k y i s m :  Sta l i n ism's  
loyal  o p posit i o n .  Left i s m :  Too 
m a n y  causes, not enough effects. 
Why n ot g o  so far left you 've l eft 
the l eft beh i n d ?  T h e  left is gauche,  
m a ke you r own revo l u t i o n !  
Nothing-Leftists. 

"MASTER S  W I T H O U T  SLAVES" 
n eeded to com p l ete pass i o n a l  
ser ies:  polygynes,  bacch a n tes, 
l i cent iates, and tetrat o n es (wi l l  
c o n s i d e r  tr i tones.)  N o  pets (ant i­
l i ons OK) .  Gang of Fourier. 

THE L I B E RAL: W h e n ever a nybody 
ment ions revo lvers, he reaches for 
his c u l t u re. Prog ress? T h e  f u t u re i s  
passe. Why l et c u l t u re t a k e  its 
cou rse? Misanthropologists. 

SAM E S E E KS SAME. S o l i psist 
seeks self  for su perf l u o u s  
sym m et ry .  Let's be a l o n e  toget h er.  
lnvolutionaries. 

L E I S U R E: How to make p l ay wo rk.  
You r p l ace o r  Mein Kam pf? P l ay 
for keeps! Misbehaviorists. 
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( H ) E l(L),  SALVA D O R ?  Peace is  
too i m portan t  to be l eft to t h e  
pac i f i sts, m u c h  l e s s  left to t h e  l eft. 
Less pass iv ism , m o re pac i f i s m !  
Peacemongers. 

TO BE SCHOOLED is to be ru led. 
I n d u lge · in the p l easu res of 
pedant ic ide - don't deny you rself 
t h e  d e l i g hts of d i d act ic ide!  I nstead 
of term i nati n g  p rej u d i ced teachers,  
why not term i nate tea c h e rs "with 
p rej u d ice"? T h ose w h o  c a n ,  do;  
those w h o  can 't ,  teach - a n d  those 
who d o n 't want to, f i g h t  back!  
Better B re n d a  t h a n  H erbert 
Spencer!  Pedagogicides. 

M O RALISM: Service to causes . . .  
causes serv itude.  T h e  l 's h ave i t !  
Marxist-Stirnerists. 

N EW WAVE: W i t h e red on t h e  v i n y l .  
Sop h i st i cated, e h ?  To be bored i s  
t o  b e  bori n g .  I t's a rt,  but i s  i t  g ood? 
Pata-Poseurs. 

I N  A BAD STATE? T here aren't  a n y  
g o o d  o nes . T h e  s u p e rstruct u re i s  
base. S m as h  lex i s m !  lmpoliticians. 

C O U PLES: Tact ica l  n u c l ea r  
fam i l i es, P rost i t u t i o n :  buysex u a l ity. 
Less sex i s m ,  m o re sex! D o n 't let 
them revoke you r l i ce n t i o u s n ess. 
Orgastronomes. 

LAW: T h e  o n l y  ca use of c r i m e ;  f i rst 
a n d  foremost of the " h u rt i ng 
p rofess i o n s . "  W h y  n ot t ry robbery 
for " h ands-up" experien ce? C r i m e  
i s  self- h e l p  ant i n o m i a n i s m .  L i fe less 
law - o r  the lawless l i fe? You be 
the j u dge.  Nomophobes 



SPACE C O L O N IZAT I O N ?  B etter 
sta rt w i t h  the vac u u m  between 
you r ears. The Enterpr ise is a 
garbage scow. I nstead of lower 
g ravity,  why not h i g her lev i ty? 
F u t u r i s m  i s  react i o n a ry .  W h y  not 
science fr ict i o n ?  T h e  E m p i re 
str ikes o u t. . .  may t h e  farce be w i t h  
yo u !  P h rases on st u n !  Artaud 02. 

MAN B I T E S  GOD!  Wafer M a d n ess, 
a sacra m ental  i l l ness.  See the 
Pol ish Pope t u r n  wine i nto water! 
D e i c i d e  is  a v i ct i m l ess cr i me.  
Primates. 

J U S T I C E  we t h o u g h t :  i n stead of 
d u e  p rocess, der Prozess. To 
n o n s u i t  the 3- p i ece set (aka t h e  
Tweed R i n g )  be p l a i nt ive,  n ot 
p l a i nt i ff . . .  make a cr i m i n a l  a p pea l !  
Translexuals. 

P U L L  THE PLUG on rad i o  
evan g e l ists. Less a u ra l  sects, m o re 
o ra l  sex! Ranters. 

( 1 981 - 1 982) 
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INS & OUTS 

Affect i o n  i s  O U T .  

Affectat ion  i s  I N .  

T o  " g o  fo r broke" i s  O U T. 

G o i n g  broke is I N .  

Me ntat ion  i s  O UT .  

Reg i me ntat ion  i s  I N .  

C reat iv i ty i s  O UT .  

C reat i o n i s m  i s  I N .  

Dope i s  O UT.  

Dopes are I N .  

Str i kes a re O U T .  

F i rst-st r i kes a re I N .  

" Back t o  t h e  l and"  i s  
O U T .  

Backs-to-the-wa l l i s  I N .  

Real ity i s  O U T .  

Real ty is  I N .  

T h e  o bscene  i s  O U T .  

The "scene" i s  I N .  

T h e  M edf l ies a re O U T .  

T h e  Fed l ies a re I N .  

D iatr i bes a re O U T .  

"The t r i bes" are I N .  

I ntox icat i o n  i s  O U T .  

Tox i c i ty i s  I N .  

T h e  " boat peop le"  a re O U T  

T h e  m i ss-the-boat 
peop le  a re I N .  

P u n k  i s  O U T .  

B u n k  is  I N .  

W i l h e l m Re ich  i s  O U T .  

The Th i rd Re ich  i s  I N .  

Rad ica l s  are O U T .  

Rad iat ion  i s  I N .  

69 i s  O U T .  

666 i s  I N .  

Boh e m i a n i s m  i s  O U T .  

The Bohemian G rove i s  I N .  
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" M a k i n g  i t"  i s  I N .  

M a k i n g  so mebody e lse i s  O U T .  

Po l i sh  wo rkers are I N .  

Am er ican workers a re 
O U T .  

9-d i g i t Z I P  codes are I N .  

3-d i g i t  I Q 's are O U T .  

Castrat ion  i s  I N .  

Cast igat ion  i s  O U T .  

Desi g ner jeans  are I N .  

S u per ior  genes are O U T .  

Conserv!'lt i sm is  I N .  

Conservat ion  i s  O U T .  

Coup l i sm is  I N .  

Copu lat ion  i s  O U T .  

Pos i t i ve th i n k i n g  i s  I N .  

Pos i t i ve d r i n k i n g  i s  O U T .  

N at i ona l i sm  is  I N .  

l ns u bo rd i nat ion a l i s m  i s  O UT. 

N u kes are I N .  

Koo ks are O U T .  

T h e  space p rog ram i s  I N .  

Spac i n g  o u t  you r  
p rog ram m i ng i s  O UT .  

O rga n i c  is  I N .  

O rgasm ic  is  O U T .  

Rea lpo l i t i k  i s  I N .  

T h e  i m po l i t i c  are O UT .  

Cel i bacy i s  I N .  

Celebrat ion  i s  O U T .  

L i berta r ians  are  I N .  

L i berty i s  O U T .  

H e ro-wo rs h i p  i s  I N .  

H ero i s m  is  O UT .  

Poseu rs l i ke you are I N .  

Proseu rs l i ke m e  a re 
O U T .  

Rona ld  Reagan i s  I N .  

Tiny l i tt le  guns  are {a las !)  
O U T .  

G ett i n g  the  I n 's out  and  the  O ut 's i n  st i l l  l eaves the  i ns i de  i n  
a n d  t h e  outs i d e  out .  T h e  i ns i d e  i s  a lways t h e  s i n  s i de .  The  
ou ts ide  i s  a lways ou t  of i t .  To tu rn the  wor ld  i ns ide  out ,  s mash 
the  m i rror - o r  step t h ro u g h  i t . . .  to t he  other s ide of the  Moeb i us 
str i p .  

( 1 98 1 ' 1 982) 
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Can You Tell A Cutthroat 
From A Tracheotomist? 

20 QUESTIONS 

1 .  I f  a fetus i s  a person ,  why does i t  l oo k  l i ke a steam ed p rawn ? 

2 .  Are b i l l boards " co m m uter prog ram m i n g"?  

3 .  Were the  P i l g r i m s  the  f i rst boat peo p le? 

4 .  Does the  S i l ent  M aj or i ty be l i eve in  H a rpo M arx i s m ?  

5 .  Wi l l  ban n i n g  c h e a p  hand g u ns p rod uce a better  c l ass o f  
c ri m i na l ?  

6 .  Haven't  pu n ks become bor i n g  young tarts? 

7 .  Do pooper-scooper o rd i na n ces mean m o re l aw ,  l ess o rd u re?  

8 .  I f  J esus  i s  co m i n g  aga i n ,  what i s  H i s  refracto ry per iod? 

9. If t he re 's a r i g ht to property,  where can I s i g n  up for m i ne?  

1 0 . Why do vegetar ians  b i te the i r na i ls?  

1 1 .  Can R eagan te l l t he  t ru ly  needy from the  t ru l y  g reedy? 

1 2 . Are n 't bosses the real  "T i m e  Ban d i ts"?  

1 3 . I f  God wanted u s  to suck cock ,  wou l d n 't H e  h ave g iven u s  
l i ps?  

1 4 . Do wha les cause  cancer? 

1 5 . I s  Reaganom ics the  sc ience of h o l ocaust-benef i t  ana lys is?  

1 6 . D i d  the  Po l i s h  Pope atten d  the  Co l l ege of Card i na l s  o n  a 
footba l l scho la rs h i p? 

1 7 . Why d o  peop l e  who say " there's n o  f ree l u nc h "  h ave expense 
accou nts? 

1 8 . I f  s i sterhood i s  powerfu l ,  s h o u l d n 't fem i n i sts d o uche  m ore 
often ?  

1 9 . W h y  don 't peop le  take fr ivo l i ty ser ious ly? 

20.  Why not cu t  c l ass society? 
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I F  Y O U  

TH E N  

wou l d  l i ke t o  see l ess posers a n d  m o re opposers ; 

reco i less from r i f les than you used to ;  

are too poor for t h e  r i tua l ; 

t h row tem pe r  tant ri cs ;  

are  m o re tact i le than tactfu l ;  

th i n k  C h r ist ian i ty i s  t h e  G reatest Story Ever So ld ;  

l o n g  for an  a l ternat i ve a l ternat ive ;  

have n o  pat i ence with pat ients ;  

e njoy "6669" ; 

oppose a f i rst st r i ke  and p ro pose a genera l  str i ke ;  

you a l ready k n ow that 

Arbeit Is Worse Than Our B a rk 

( 1 982)  
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SURREALIST DESTINIES: 

And re B reto n 

Steve Schwartz 

A i m e  Cesa i re 

Lou i s  Aragon  

Herbert Read 

Octav i o  Paz 

Sa lvador  Da l i 

MIX AND MATCH! 

( 1 982) 
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D i p l o mat 

Cath o l i c  devot iona l  pa i nter  

Kn ight (soil) 

Wrote a l o n g  book on A rt 

Co m m u n i st Party off i c i a l  

T rade j o u rna l ist  

Rac ia l  nat i o na l i st 





FIGHTING WORDS 

An Epigrammar 

" ' F i gh t i n g '  words - those wh ich  by the i r ve ry u tte rance i nf l i ct 
i nj u ry o r  tend  to i nc i te a n  i m med iate b reach of the  peace . "  -
Chaplinsky v. New Hampshire, 3 1 5  U . S .  568, 571 -72 ( 1 942 ) 

" Every q u otat i on  is a lso an  i nterp retat i o n . "  -Georg L u kacs, 
History and Class Consciousness 

I D E O L O G U E S  

"The  n i h i l i st says : I want  a siec/e wi th  fins o n  i t . "  - AL F R E D  
J A R R Y  C O R N E L I US 

" L i berta rians  d o  t i m e/mot ion  stu d i es i n  the  bath room . "  -
K U RT A N G LO-SAX O N  

" A n d  they d o  cost-benef i t  ana lyses i n  t h e  bed roo m ! " - J O D I E  
FOSTER- N I ETZSCH E 

"The M a rx ists have o n ly changed the  wor l d ;  the  po in t ,  
h owever, i s  atop t h e i r  heads . "  -BAKU N I N  EGGS 

" Less la issez-fa i re ,  m o re savo i r-fa i re ! "  -AYN K R U G G ERAN D 

"You want 'Anarchy N ow'? I w ish  I had you r  pat ience . "  -
PETRO N I US A R B E I T E R  
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" ' F ree market , '  t hey say - but  why d o  they a lways m arket 
u p? "  -OYSTERS R O C K E FELLER I V  

" Everyt h i n g  l eft a n d  r i gh t  say about  each other  i s  t rue . " -
MALCOLM S EX 

" L i berta r ians who d o n 't be l ieve i n  paper mo ney are we lcome 
to sen d  me a l l  of t h e i rs . "  - LYS ER G I C  SPOO N E R  

T H E  N EWS 

" Less g u n  contro l ,  m o re goon contro l ! "  -J U DG E  L EAR N E D  
HAN D G U N  (to O L I V E R  W E N D E L L  O M ,  J R . )  

" Every A rgent i ne  who i sn 't Peron i s  s u p i ne . "  - G EO R G E  
B E R N A R D  PSHAW (to J O H N  B U L LS H I T  a n d  W I L L I A M  
M ORASS) 

" Do n 't g i ve up the  sheep ! "  - R EAR A D M I RA L  G A U C H O  
MARX 

" Is  ' the Gover n m ent 's  ra i l road of Bob  Avak ian '  a sea led 
boxcar?" -EM MA G O L D B R I C K  

" D o n 't shoot u nt i l you see t h e  wh ites o f  the ir s k i n s . "  -
MART I N  L U T H E R  K I N K , J R .  ( to G H ETTO MARX)  

S E X  

" G ive me a p l ace to stand , and  I w i l l  s i t  o n  your  face . "  -
V I RG I N I A D E N TATA (to YO N I  M ITCH E LL)  
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" Do othe rs as you wou l d  h ave them d o  you . "  -FERAL 
FAWC ETT 

" G ive me l i be rty , o r  g ive me head ! "  -M O B I U S D I C K (to 
A N DY WH O R E H O L E) 

FAITH 

"He who i s  on  the sp i r i tua l  p lane ,  m isses the boat. " -
MAHATMA P R O PAGAN D H I  

" I f  you tu rn the  oth er  c h eek ,  you ' l l  catch a s l ap  o n  that s i d e  
too . "  -B R I GA N D  YO U N G  

" Bh agwa n ,  h u m b u g !  G o ,  a n d  Zen n o  m o re . "  -TO F U  
MAN C H U  

"The Raptu re? Good r iddance ! "  -ANAL R O B ERTS 

"S u re the  J ews a re C h r ist- k i l l e rs ,  bu t  what have they done fo r 
us late ly?" -G I DEON STR U M PET 

" B u ddy ,  can youse parad i g m ? "  - E L M E R  G ENTRY 

" Do n 't ro l l  away the  stone !  Leave wel l enoug h a lone ! "  
I G N IT I O N  D I S LOYO LA 

T H E  "SC E N E "  

" I f  you k n ow h ow to s pe l l  'poseu r , '  you are one . " - M O R LO C K  
H O L M ES ( t o  G UY D .  S KATEBOARD)  
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" N ew wave m eans wear i n g  a safety-p i n  i n  you r  c h ic . "  -
H A I RY D E BB I E  

" H i story i s  p u n k . "  - H E N RY F N O R D  

OTH E R  P O I S O N-PE N S E E S  

" I m itat i o n  i s  the  s i n ce rest form of conte m pt . "  - WAT 
TYL E N O L  

" 'A rt i sts are h i g h  strun g . '  'Yo u  m ean t h ey s h o u l d  be ! ' "  -
PSE U D O N Y M O U S  BOSCH and ONAN T H E  BAR BA R I A N  

" Necess i ty makes mothers of u s  a l l . "  - A N N ETTE 
P U N C H I N ELLO (to PATTY D U PE)  

" I f  you ' re so r i ch ,  why  are n 't you  s mart? ' ' - C H I P  S I L I CO N E  
(to M U FFY D I VE R )  

" I t 's better t o  be mean t h a n  average .  A n d  i t 's f i n e  to be 
coarse ! " - J A M ES VAGABO N D  

( 1 983) 

64 



Ill: 
APPEAL TO REASON 

(1982 .. 1984) 

O n  Labor Day, 1 980,  I part i c i pated i n  a n  event  I 'd h e l ped 
o rgan ize - a take-off on p u n k  po l i t ica l  events l i ke "Rock  
Aga inst Rac ism"  - the  Rock Aga i nst Work .  I met a o n e-t i m e  
u nderg ro u n d  newspaper p u b l i sher ,  J o h n  B rya n ,  who l ater  
started a n ee-u nderg ro u n d  paper ca l led  Appeal to Reason 
p i tched to h i pp ie  left i sts of the  60's Generat io n .  B ryan l i ked m e  
and  my f lyers ,  a l t h o u g h  they often g rated o n  h i s  const i tue n cy ,  
and  l et me wr i te a co l u m n ,  i l l - named "Appea l  to T reas o n . "  

A l th o u g h  there was f r ict i on  between th i s  re l u ctant  e lecto ral  
soc ia l i st and myse l f ,  as m i g ht be expected ,  he  prov ided me  w i th  
a l ess fettered foru m than  anyone  e l se has ,  n otab ly  i n c l u d i n g  
the  "anarc h i st" med ia .  I was p h as i n g  o u t  f lyers a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  
and  newspaper co l u m ns ,  a l th o u g h  i n  f o r m  a reg ress i o n  t o  
m odes o f  express i o n  I 'd sta rted out  to avo i d ,  worked ou t  
to lerab ly  we l l  i n  t h e i r  stead . B ryan 's  l ast i s sue ,  u s i n g  h i s  
p rev ious  paper name Open City, was a i m ed a t  the  Democ rat i c  
Convent ion  and  i nc l uded m y  C o n  coverage ( n ot re pr i n ted h e re )  
a s  we l l  a s  " T h e  Po l i t i ca l  Theo l ogy  o f  Fer l i n g hett i . "  
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ANTI-NUCLEAR TERROR, OR,  
I FEEL A CHILIASM 

Seve ra l years ago I had a h i pp i e  roo m m ate who d is m issed 
p u n k  by say i n g ,  "You can't keep an n o u n c i n g  the apoca lypse for 
the  day after tomorrow. " H e  was r i gh t ,  a n d  n ot o n l y  because 
p u n k  had the s h o rtest ha l f- l i fe of any  counte r-c u l t u re to d ate .  
Fear i s  a m i g hty force,  espec i a l l y  i f  there rea l ly i s  reason to be 
sca red s h i tless, as i n  the c a s e  o f  a n ythi n g  n uc l ear.  B ut,  even 

apart f ro m  the  d isab l i n g  d i st ress atte n d i n g  the  exper ience ,  fear 
h as i ts l i m its as a m ot ivat i o n ,  a n d  t h e  N ewest Left - the  
ant iwar/ant i- n u ke o p pos i t ion  - m ay t r i p  i tse l f  up  u n l ess i t  
respects them .  

Terro r - i nc l u d i n g ,  bu t  n ot o n l y  the  "terror i sm"  we' re t ra i ned 
to se l ect ive ly abhor - can p robab ly  i nd u ce a l m ost any 
response a scare m o nger  wants ,  a t  l east for  awh i le .  Bu t  i t  l ends  
i tse l f  to some u ses m uc h  m o re than  oth e rs .  H i stor i ca l l y  i t 's 
a lways worked best to buffa l o peop l e  i nto war:  o n l y  recent ly  has 
fear of war i tse l f  overr iden  fear of the  off i c i a l l y  ano i nted Enemy 
fo r s i g n i f icant  n u m be rs o f  peo p l e  i n  Eu rope a n d  Ameri ca .  

The  i rrevers i b l y  catast ro p h i c  conseq uences of n uc l ea r  war 
h ave offered to ant iwar act iv ists a n  i ns i d i o u s  tem ptat i o n  to 
terro r ize the terror i sts .  What i s  Reagan 's  s hopworn Red Scare 
com pared to wor ldw ide  b ioc ide?  And any h al fwit  can see that 
the  nearest n u c l ea r  power p lan t  i s  a menace bes ide  w h i c h  a few 
faraway i nsu rgent  banana-re p u b l icans appear as v i rtua l  
p hantasms ,  even i f  you g i ve some c redence to Co ld  War 
mytho logy.  T u r n i n g  the  tab l es on  o u r  Tri l ateral  tyrants serves 
th�m r igh t .  Bu t  is i t  r i gh t  to se rve them? 

To overs i m p l i fy :  peop le  can be f r ig htened i nto d o i n g  t h i n g s  to  
about  the  same extent  they can be coerced i nto do ing  them.  
Force and  fear can p revent  peo p l e  f rom do ing  m ost anyt h i n g  
they want to .  T h ey c a n  a l s o  compe l  the  execut i o n  o f  a few fa i r ly  
s i m p l e  tasks.  B u t  they can ' t  command c reat iv i ty o r  i mag i nat i o n .  
( I n  the  antebe l l u m  s o u t h ,  f i e ld  hands  cou l d  be w h i p ped i nto 
work i n g  - up to a po i nt - but  s lave c raftsman  enjoyed a g reat 
d ea l  of s lack ,  a l th o u g h  l eg a l l y  they were eq u a l l y  at the mercy of 
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the i r masters. T h e  l aw oversteps the  bounds  of workaday rea l i ty 
at i ts own per i l . )  You can c reate a bogeyman eas i ly enoug h ,  a n d  
the  N ewest Left h as d o n e  so ,  w i t h  perhaps m o re j ust i f icat ion  
than  any of i ts  p redecessors .  But (one ,  two ,  t h ree) what are we 
f i g ht i n g  for? 

Se l f- i n d u ced hyster ia  can o n l y  eventuate i n  b u rnout  (o r  
se l lout ) . I f  t he  an t iwa r  doo msayers at the i r m ost extravagant  are 
correct,  the wor ld  w i l l  s h o rt ly  se l f-destruct and we n eed n 't 
concern  o u rse l f  w i th  petty per i p heral  p rob lems l i ke stat i sm o r  
c l ass soc i ety.  I nstead , l et us  w ish  o u r  su ccessors the  
coc k roac h es the  best of l u c k  as ,  freed a t  l ast f rom the  ravages o f  
B lack  F lag ,  t hey take  the i r t u rn  t ry i n g  to evo lve to the  po i n t  t hey 
can ra i se the  b lack  f l aa as t h e i r  own .  

B u t  i f  - as,  operat iona l ly ,  we a l l  ass u m e  - ne i ther  n uc lear  
h o locaust n o r  ecoc i d e  i s  g o i n g  to happen in  t he  short run ,  then  
there i s  t ime ,  i f  t he re i s  t ime for anyt h i n g ,  to  d o u bt whet h e r  
f re n zy i s  t he  s h o rtcut  to sa lvat i o n .  You h ave to wonder  a b o u t  a 
m ovement  e n co m pass i n g  Repu b l i cans  for  a N uc lear  F reeze, 
Cat h o l i cs for a N uc l ea r  F reeze, U n i o n  Bosses for  a N uc l ea r  
F reeze, Sta l i n i sts f o r  a ( u n i l atera l )  N uc lear  F reeze, M om entar i l y  
O u t-of-Off ice Wa rmongers f o r  a N uc l ea r  F reeze,  etc.  A re they 
a l l  u nd e r  an u m b re l l a  - o r  a c i rcus  tent? Such p ro m i sc u i ty 
perhaps o bscu res t h e  f u n damenta l  d i fference between those of 
Us who c rave peace, h ea l t h ,  freedom a n d  p l easu re - a n d  those 
of Them who ,  apart f ro m  the  i nterest t hey p res u mab ly  s hare 
w i t h  u s  in avoid i n g  vapor izat i o n ,  make i t  t he i r ( that i s  to say, 
b u s i n ess' )  b u s i n ess to deny o u r  asp i rat i o n s  and who ,  u n t i l  ten 
m i n utes ago ,  were the  p i l l a rs of t he  System w h i c h  c reated t h i s  
c r i s i s .  

I t  i s n 't r i tua l  obe isance to var io u s  M a rx ist  o r  other- ist  theor ies 
wh ich  redu ce n ukes a n d  a l l  oth e r  evi ls  from video games to s p l it 
ends  to some d e m o n i c  abstract i o n  (cap i ta l i sm , i rre l i g i o n ,  the  
w ro n g  ha l f  of t he  b ra i n ,  possess i o n  of a pen is ,  etc . )  that I ' m  
p ropos i n g  - far f rom i t .  That's t h e  k i n d  o f  ( for  lack  o f  a bette r 
word)  t h i n k i n g  that g ot u s  i nto .t h i s  m ess.  Ant i- n u kers a r e  r i g h t  
t o  defe n d  the i r i n s i g h t  i nto the  ma l i g n ity of nuclearism itself 
aga i n st var i o u s  opport u n ist  l eft i st and/or m o ra l is t  i m pe ri a l i sts 
who t ry to a n n ex the i ssue for  the i r own pu rposes. B u t  t h i s  i s  n ot 
to say that n u kes fe l l o n  o u r  heads f ro m  M a rs o n e  d ay. I n  fact 
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they' re the  p rod uct of o u r  own society - i ndeed , o u r  own 
cou ntry,  l ater  jo i ned by assorted Sta l i n i st and nat i o n a l i st 
reg i mes.  I t 's the  l owest-co m m on-deno m i nator ,  moderate favor­
t raders whose ant i- n u c lear  a rd o r  is na ive or hypocr i t ica l ; n ot 
the  i nt rans igence of t hose who o n ly assert the  obv ious  when  
they po i nt ou t  that n u kes a re the  patr i c i da l  c h i l d ren  of a 
n u c leog e n i c  soc i ety. 

When " respecta b l e" ant i -n u c l ear  Esta b l i s h m entar ians a rg u e  
that a f reeze i s  reasonab le  s i nce ,  after  a l l ,  w e  a l ready h ave the  
capacity to exter m i nate our  a l leged enem ies many t i m es over ­
d oesn' t  that conf i rm the  utter i nadeq u acy of the  e lectoral  f reeze­
fet i sh?  

A l th o u g h  - even because - there i s  good cause for  fear,  we 
m u st appea l  l ess to fea r  (and  hate) than  to l ove, l u st ,  c reat ive 
power, u nt ram m e l l ed i m ag i nat i o n ,  h ope and des i re. What we 
c rave at l o n g  l ast i s  life , n ot mere m i serab l e  s u rv iva l ,  w h i c h  
a l m ost certa i n l y  we can ' t  h ave anyway wi thout  a rad i ca l  
overt u rn o f  i nst i tu t ions  a n d  a rad ica l  t ransva l u at ion  of va l ues .  
O n ly P l uto ,  t he  G od of Wea l th , d isputes h is p l u to n i u m  patern ity .  
I h ave to ag ree with what Bob B ru baker has wr i tte n :  "To me, a 
m ovement  that c ri t i c izes d a i l y  l i fe w i thout  ever ment i o n i n g  
n uc lear  weapons i s  fa r more p rofo u n d  t h a n  a movement  w h i c h  
cr i t ic izes n u c lear  weapons w i thout  ever ment ion i n g  everyday 
l i fe . "  

( 1 982} 
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LET US PREY! 

Than ks to the  M oral  M ajor i ty ,  i t 's  ag a i n  okay to be ant i ­
re l i g ious  - a little b i t ,  anyway. And yet  o n ly the  g rossest 
g rand i ose abuses of the rad i o  react ionari es a n d  d i rect-ma i l  
chauv i n i st p i g s  c o m e  i n  for even po l i te cr i t i c i s m .  T h at 's too bad , 
'cause if you t u rn the  othe r  cheek ,  yo u ' l l  probab ly  catch a s lap  
o n  that s i d e  too .  When the  fun damenta l i sts sta rt p i l i n g  up  
faggots aro u n d  fagg ots ,  l et 's  not l i m it o u rselves to dep lo r i ng  the  
f i re code  v i o l at i o n .  

Face i t :  t he  ag g ress ive elan o f  the  re l i g i ous  r i gh t  i s  ru n n i n g  
r i ngs  a ro u n d  t h e  l i m i ted leg a l i s m  o f  i ts e n e m i es .  T h e  repress ive 
r ig ht  i s  (on the)  offens ive .  The p u n c h-d ru n k, p u nch-pu l l i n g 
" prog ress ives" are o n l y  react i n g .  U n l i ke m ost w h o  mode l  the  
adject ive ,  the  god ly  rea l l y  a re rad ica l .  T h ey're h ap py to rewr i te 
o r  r ip up the i r own revered Const i t u t ion .  T h ey ' re ou t  to shatte r 
the  soc ia l  and  sexua l  statu s  q uo .  T h ey have a ( tu n ne l )  v i s ion  of a 
theocrat i c  N ew O rder. T h ey mean b u s i n ess.  

The l i bera l s  and left i sts in contrast are d i ther i n g ,  defens ive 
conservat ives - Wei mar  para lyt ics  u n wi l l i n g  to d o  u nto othe rs 
what 's be i n g  done  u n to them . Why n ot? 

U nt i l  recent ly ,  l eft i sts regard ed any resu rrect ion  of the M a rx i st 
and  Baku n i n ist c r it i q u es of re l ig ion  as o ld-fas h i oned a n d  
i rre levant .  T h e  fact t hat " the  masses" t h ey p rofess to serve bu t  
sec ret ly  desp ise st i l l  l arge ly  ad hered to  a watered-down 
C h r ist i an ity d id n ' t  d istu rb the l eft i st l eaders h i p .  T h at was j ust 
one m o re s i g n  of the e l ect to d ist i n g u i s h  the van g uard from the  
ran k  and f i l e ; one  more rem i nder  t h at t he  ho i -po l lo i  n eed to be  
contro l led fo r  the i r own good .  

Certa i n l y  s u c h  s u perst i t ions ,  i f  over looked , p roved n o  
o bstac l e  to the  offi c i a l dom 's p r i m e  p u rpose: he rd i n g  peop le  i nto 
i ts part i es and u n i o ns .  By the 1 960's ,  the l eft's i n her i tance of 
E n l i g h te n m ent f reet h o u g ht had so far evaporated t h at " Marxist­
C h r ist i an  d i alog"  became fash ionab le .  T h e  Rev. M a rt i n  Lu ther  
K i n g ,  J r . ,  espec ia l ly  after  h i s  martyrd o m ,  ass u med tote m i c  
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statu re ,  h i s  ho ly  name g rac i n g  i n n u m erab l e  a n d  otherwise 
u nchanged streets, schoo ls ,  parks and  b u i l d i ngs .  T h e  N ew Left 
toyed wi th  m yst i c i sm - a tendency w h i c h  l ater d i ffe rent iated 
i nto a se l f-su bs isten t  scam-s u bc u l tu re ,  t h e  N ew Age - a n d  
co l laborated w i th  Q uakers ,  re l i g io u s  l i bera l s  and  h i p  Vat ican I I  
p ri ests a n d  n u n s  i n  ant iwa r  work and  va r ious  ventu res i n  
h u m an i tar ian u p l i ft .  

Among  l i bera l s ,  the mere mention of re l ig i o n  was a b reach of 
good taste as we l l  as a th reat to the New Deal  coa l i t i on  w h i c h  
yoked them to the  Catho l i c  eth n ics .  Everyt h i n g ,  f ro m  t h e  
Kennedy c u l t  to the  rad i ca l- l i bera l  effus ions  of the  N at iona l  
Cou n c i l  o f  C h u rches ,  com b i n ed to abort any  res u m pt ion  of the  
l i beral  an t i c le r i ca l  trad i t ion  of Pa i ne  a n d  J efferson .  I t  i sn 't easy 
to hew to Vol ta i rean ver i t ies wh i le h o l d i n g  hands  wi th  a m i n i ­
s k i rted n u n  and  a b lack  Hapt ist pastor as you l i ft u p  you r  vo ices 
i n  a chorus  of "We S h a l l  Overco me . "  

The  70's made m atte rs wo rse. A med ia- m a n u factu red wh ite 
eth n ic/" hard hat"  fad espoused by some opportu n ist 
i n te l lectua ls  fu rthe r  i ns u l ated popu la r  p i ety f ro m  the  cr i t i c i sm 
and contempt i t  deserved .  Desp i te the  Ber r igan  B roth ers , 
desp i te fo l k- m u s i c  m asses a n d  oth e r  ecu me n i ca l  cos m et i cs, the  
Cath o l i c  C h u rc h  devoted i ts  m i l l i ons  - and i ts  m i l l i ons  of  
myst i f ied m i n ions - to o p pos i n g  abort ion  and  i m pos i n g  mora ls  
l aws. 

The  left p roved use less . I t  was b u sy d is i n te g rat i n g  i nto 
count less spec ia l - i nterest g ro u ps ,  eac h asp i r i n g  to the env ied 
pos i t ion  of v ict i m-g ro u p  wh ich  the  b lacks had ass u med wi th  
such  see m i n g  su ccess. The  Len i n ist  sects wh ich kept up the  
revo l u t ionary rhetor ic  l i kew i se c la i med to be the  agent  of a 
spec ia l ty g ro u p, t h e  p ro letar iat ,  g r ud g i n g ly a u g mented w i th  
others (everybody had  to pa l l i ate wom e n ,  bu t  some cou l d  n ever 
b r i n g  themse lves to c h a m p i o n  gays) , bu t  in a l l  cases the cr i t i q u e  
o f  t h e  tota l ity was foresworn . Wi th  m o re l eft ist  organ izat ions  b u t  
l ess l eft ists than a d ecade before, a l l  that happened was that a 
few more sma l l-t i me  operat ions  assu med the i r modest p l ace i n  
the pseudo-p l u ra l i st system o f  const i tuency po l i t i cs .  T h e  sine 
qua non of th i s  accom od ati o n  was of cou rse a tac i t  
u n derstan d i n g  to over look o n e  another's s h o rtco m i n gs ,  
espec ia l ly  the  ones com mon to a l l .  On the  defens ive and  p layi n g  
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i t  safe, l eft i sts were about  as l i ke ly  to tac k l e  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  
Q u est i o n  as, say, t h e  Jewish  Q uest i o n .  

A s  fo r the  l i bera ls  . . .  wha t  l i bera ls? A s  Sau l A l i ns ky ( i t  takes 
one to k n ow o n e) o n ce sai d :  "A l i beral is a g uy who l eaves t h e  
roo m when an arg u ment  tu rns i nto a f i gh t . "  And  then  the re was 
the  Age of Aquar i us .  ( B uddy ,  can youse parad i g m ? )  T h e  New 
Agers syncret i n ized the  worst m u s h m i n d ed ,  narc iss ist i c  and  
accomodat ion i st cu rrents o f  the  Cou nterc u l tu re ( the  New Left at 
p lay) i nto a n ew rel i g i o n  of res i g nat i o n .  Earl i e r  re l i g ious  zea lots 
at l east checked each other's excesses by expos i n g  and  
excoriat i ng  them.  I n the  N e w  Age ,  h o wever, a l l  re l i g i o n s  a re 

t rue .  I ' m  o kay, you ' re okay. T h i s  t i m e  the  p rob lem i s  n ot go i n g  to 
so lve itse l f .  No need to d we l l  o n  the  e m barrassment  of t h e  
recent e l ect i o n ,  i n  w h i c h  l i bera ls  st rove manfu l ly (and 
womanf u l ly )  to outdo the i r  opponents '  devot ion  to Kinder, 
Kiiche, Kirche and tal ked themse lves i n to a r i ch ly  deserved 
debac le .  

N o  s u rpr ise then  that the  "sc ient i f ic  soc ia l i sts" and  othe r  l eft 
f lotsam g ot cau g ht off (van ) g uard by the  N ew R i g ht and i ts 
m i l i tant , soc ia l  conservat i s m .  As usua l  the  i n te l l i ge nts ia ,  se l f­
appo i nted servants of h i sto ry ,  fa i l ed to l earn f ro m  i t  and so 
o utsmarted i tse l f .  T h e  l eft i sts were so busy stu d y i n g  L i berat ion  
Theo l ogy  t hat they forget that - fro m  F ranco's Car l i st shock  
troops i n  1 936 to  Khomei n i 's  R evo l u t ionary G uards today -
always and  everywhere the  re l i g ious  fanat i cs have been the  
( th roat-) cutt i n g  edge of react i o n .  

A s  te leo l og ues ,  the  l i bera ls ,  Marxists a n d  anarc h i sts t h o u g h t  
that a l l t he  t rapp i ngs  of modern ity - tec h n o l ogy,  democracy, 
h u man i s m ,  etc.  -came as a set. To the i r bewi l derment ,  the New 
R ig ht has m o u nted a mass ive h i g h-tech p ro paganda cam pai g n  
(ant ic i pated ,  t o  b e  s u re ,  b y  Goebbe ls )  su ccessf u l l y  promot i n g  
t h e  m ost a bs u rd a n d  v ic ious  m isogyn ist ,  sad is t ic  an d i rrat iona l  
not ions .  T h ey neve r d id  u nderstan d ,  to the i r  cost, what Adorno  
and Horkhe imer  and Marcuse had t r ied to te l l  t hem about  the  
d i ffe rence between i nstru m enta l  and s u bstant ive rat ional i ty .  B u t  
i nstead o f  reth i n k i n g  t h e i r  pos i t i v i st p rej ud i ces ,  l eft i sts q u i b b l e  
over const i tu t ional  tec h n ica l i t i es w h i c h  they themselves have 
done so m uc h  to re lat iv ize .  L i ke the Cold War l i bera ls  of the SO's 
and 60's ,  t hey' l l  never out-f lagwave the r i gh t  no  matter  h ow 
many of t h e i r  val u es they betray. 
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T h e  secret sou rce of the  l eft 's i m poten ce i n  the  face of the  
u ps u rge  of t h e  recrud escent r i gh t  i s  th i s :  t hey have too m uc h  i n  
com m o n .  A left i st i s  someone who s hoots h i mse l f  i n  the  foot 
once he  gets i t  out of h i s  mouth .  

J 

T h e  hard r i gh t  accuses the  l eft of i m pos i n g  i ts "secu lar  
h u man ist" val ues in  the  p u b l i c  schoo ls  and e l sewhere w h i l e  
fe ig n i n g  neut ral i ty .  O bv ious ly  the  r ig ht i s - what e lse? -r ig ht .  
Now the  meat- and  B i b l e-beate rs f i g u re i t ' s  their turn  to rewrite 
the  sc ri pt to s u i t the i r own anted i l uv ian tastes . The l i bera ls  
p reten d  that evo l u t i o n i s m  i s  "sc ience" w h i le c reat ion i sm is  
" theo logy ,"  a f i n e  d i st i n ct ion  at  best .  In  i ts origin, o bv ious ly  
c reat ion i sm i s  C h r i st ian . Bu t  i n  i ts o ri g i n ,  so i s  evo l u t i o n i s m ,  a 
scarce ly secu lar ized t ran s u bstant iat ion  of the  t ranscendent  
m i l le n n ia! essence of C h r ist ian i ty ,  t he  h i stor ica l  d i mens ion  
wh ich  d ist i n g u i shes i t  from other  fai ths .  So what? S u re ly  the  
kook r i g ht i s  onto someth i ng fo r won der i n g  why b i rth-contro l  
t ra i n i n g  be longs in  com pu lsory p u b l i c  schools bu t  p rayer 
d oesn ' t .  I t  i s  poss i b l e  to take a p r i nc i p l ed stand  agai nst 
compu lsory schoo l i ng ,  i. e. , state-enforced t h o u g h t  contro l ,  and  
t h u s  o utf lan k Bab b i t ry a l together. B u t  the  l eft i sts and l i bera ls  d o  
n oth i n g  o f  the  sort .  

Max St i rne r's reproach i s  st i l l  te l l i ng :  "Man ,  you r  h ead i s  
hau nted ;  you have whee ls  i n  you r h ead ! "  Re l i g i o n  always 
represents the  permanent poss i b i l i ty of rep ress i o n .  God ,  the  
u l t i mate pat r iarch and abso l ute aut h or i ty ,  str ives to conso l i date 
H is d i ctators h i p  "on  Earth as it i s  in H eave n . "  B u t  He has h e l p ,  
n ot o n ly f r o m  the  consc ious ly  C h r ist ian c ru d ,  bu t  f ro m  everyone 
who  covets H is power and e m u lates H is m ethods .  Every 
van g u a rd gan g  i s  a J es u i t retread . Every h ie rarchy  
m icrocos m i zes the  G reat C hai n of Be i n g .  A l l  " m i l i tants" be long  
to  the  C h u rc h  M i l i tant .  

The left has never j ett i soned the h u man ist m o ral i s m  i t  took 
from C h r ist ian i ty.  From Rousseau to len i n  (to say n oth i n g  of  
smal l f ry from Bob  Avak ian to Mar io Cuomo)  i t  p reaches g u i l t ,  
ren u n c iat i o n ,  martyrd o m ,  se l f-effacement ,  obed ience ,  work -
i n  a word ,  re l i g io n .  M o ral i sm means the  sac r i f ice of real , 
tan g i b l e  i n d iv id ua ls  and  t h e i r  face-to-face pass ional  g ro u ps to 
abstract extr i ns ic  "causes" and pseu do-co m m u n i t i es (the State , 
the  Party, the  P ro letariat ,  Ia Raza, S i sterhood , etc.  ad nauseum) . 
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I f  G od i s  d ead , m o ra l i sm i s  the  Doomsday Mach i n e  w h i c h  H e  
sp i tef u l l y  beq ueathed u s .  

T h e  c rav i n g  f o r  com m u n ity,  fo r t h e  sensat ion  o f  a sens i b i l i ty 
transcend i n g  the ster i l e ,  ca lcu l at i n g  reason of the e n g i neers a n d  
bookkeepers and  p l a n ners can n ot be sat iated by a demean i ng 
re l i g i os i ty w h i c h  fa l ls short of f u l l - b looded p ract ica l  reason ;  bu t  
on ly  by  a s u r rat iona l  leap wh i c h  i nc l u des but  exceeds i t .  
" Reason is  the  bou n d  o r  ou tward c i rcu mferen ce of Energy" 
( B lake) , not the u l t i m ate cop- l i ke Categ or ica l  I m pe rat ive .  
Revers i n g  F reud :  Where Ego was, ld w i l l  be too.  

A lso to be avo ided ,  tho u g h ,  a re the  n e rvou s  art i f ic i a l  
sac ri l eges o f  the  s u rrea l i st acad e m i cs .  A s  R ao u l  Vane igem 
o bserved , " p i ss i n g  o n  the  a l tar  i s  st i l l  a way of pay i n g  h o m age  to 
the  C h u rc h . "  Above a l l ,  u nder  n o  c i rc u m stances com m it an  act 
of Art .  

N e i ther  sacr i f ic i a l i s m ,  nor any em pty " i n d iv i d u a l i sm"  means 
a nyth i n g  to the  free ly i n (te r) dependent  soc ia l  i n d iv i d u a l s  who 
d i sda i n  the  system a l o n g  w i th  its f r ien d l y  enem ies .  The 
i deo log ica l ly possessed , l eft and  r ight ,  have a lways stood in  o u r  
way - n ot one  another: w e  a l l  k n ow w e  want each other .  

N ot j ust re l i g ious  cranks medd l i ng in  po l i t ics ,  bu t  religion a n d  
politics themse lves pose the  permanent  p rob lem o f  what 
G i bbon ca l led the  eterna l  a l l i ance of T h rone  a n d  A l tar ,  t he  Ho ly  
A l l i ance o f  a l l  author i t ies and  author i tar i ans .  Separat i o n  h as 
p roved to be a l i bera l  m i rage .  T h e  o n l y  rea l a l ternat ive to 
theocracy is  the abolition of c h u rch  and state a l i ke - because 
they are a l i ke .  Let us p rey! 

( 1 982 , 1 985)  
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A BUNCH ABALONE 

The D iab lo  Canyon debac le  sou n ded the  death - k n e l l  of the  
official ant i -nuc lear  m ovement .  Aba lone A l l i an ce h ie rarchs -
excuse me,  "spokespersons"  and "fac i l i tato rs" - com p la i n t hat 
the  b lockade was t r iv ia l ized i n to a med ia  happen i n g .  S u rpr ise ,  
s u rp rise !  What d id  the  an t i -nuc lea r  top b rass p l ot for  years to 
p roduce at D i a b l o  i f  n ot a spectac l e? 

Aba lone 's  pu rpose was n ever to phys ica l ly  i nterfere w i th  p l an t  
operat ions  but  to be p h otogra p h ed appear i n g  to t ry to .  D i d n ' t  i t  
know that i n  H o l l ywood the  d i recto r, n ot t he  actors,  ca l l s  t h e  
shots? 

Aba lone staged a h i g h ly-hyped set-p iece pse udo­
confrontat i on  w i th  n o  possi b l e  p u rpose bu t  m a n i p u lat i n g  the 
med ia .  <? bv ious ly  those who i nform the  au tho r i t ies of the i r 
i l lega l  i n tent ions  p rec l u d e  i n  advance any k i n d  of real d i rect 
act ion ,  nonv io l ent  o r  otherwise ,  to s h u t  down the p lant .  A l l  
a long  Aba lone was l oo k i n g  over i ts  s h o u l d e r  a t  t h e  j o u r n a l i sts 
and  po l i t i c ians  from w h o m  ant i -n uc lear  d e l i ve rance was sought .  
B u t  the  Hea rst p ress and the  rest a re n 't as eas i l y  c o n n ed as they 
were i n  the  60's ;  ev ident ly  they learned m o re from that myth­
ensh ro uded past  than Abalo n e's h i pp ie  ret reads have .  

No,  t h is t i m e  the m a n i p u l ators themse lves got m a n i p u late d .  
And they h ad i t  com i n g  - what w i th  J ackson B rowne- n os i n g  
aro u n d ,  a n d  w i t h  anti- n u ke checkpo i n ts r i n g i n g  the  reactor  to  
p rotect i t  f ro m  an t i -nu c l ea r  act iv i sts re l u ctant  to s u b m it to 
" n onv io l en ce" i n d octr i nat i o n  and Abal one  orders .  I n  oth e r  
p l aces, Aba lo n e's c l o n e/cou nterparts have actua l l y  t u rned 
refractory e lements over to the  p o l i ce .  No wonder  the  D i a b l o  
t u rn o ut was p i t i f u l l y  low . . .  why g et you r  head b u sted for  n oth i n g  
m o re than  a chang i n g  o f  the  g ua rd ?  

Aba lone  a n d  P G & E  fee l exact ly  t h e  same about  D iab lo: each 
says that the  reactor i s  i ts pr ivate p roperty,  w i th  " N o  
Trespass i n g "  pe rm i tted . J ust l i ke P G & E  - o r  t h e  Pen tag o n ;  o r  
t h e  Catho l i c  C h u rc h ;  o r  a n y  Len i n i st sect - Abalo n e  has i ts e l i te 
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of o rgan ize rs ,  en fo rce rs a n d  ce leb r i t ies ,  j ust as i t  has i ts ran k­
and-f i l e  of pass ive ,  o bed ient  anonym i t ies .  (Th i s  desp i te c u l t 
reverence rendered to the  i deas of "democracy" a n d  
"decentra l izat i o n . " )  A t  a n  Aba lone-owned demo y o u  h ave i t  
their way o n  a take-i t-o r- leave- i t  bas i s  - or  e lse .  T h u s  N ew Age 
part i c i pato ry pass iv i ty m i r ro rs the  m isera b i l i st power lessness of  
p reva lent  soc ia l  re l at ions .  Wi th  enem ies l i ke Aba lone ,  PG&E and  
i t s  bou rgeois/b u reaucrat ic  backers do n ' t  n eed f r i ends .  

I ron ica l ly ,  Aba l one  opport u n i s m  i s  a fa i l ure even o n  i t s  own 
demean i ng te rms .  J erry B rown a n d  the  l aw-and-order  l i bera l s  
have s o l d  ou t  t he  se l l -outs ,  a n d  i t ' s  u n l i ke ly  t he  l atter wi l l  f i n d  
another  b uyer .  There a i n 't a d i me's wo rth o f  d i ffere n ce between 
Aba lone a n d  Baby l o n .  

A s  f o r  the  s u g g est i o n  t h at D i a b l o  Canyon was a victory, f i l e  i t  
away wi th  the  fantasy of those h i pp ies who h ave conv i n ced 
themse lves that t hey did l ev i tate the  Pentagon  in  1 968.  T h e  
n uc lear i n d ustry is  everywhere co l laps i n g  u nder  i ts o w n  we i g ht ,  
and  the  tec h n i ca l  s n afus  wh ich  have shu t  d own D iab lo  may g ive 
P G & E  a face-sav i n g  way to beat a tact ica l  retreat. By m a k i n g  too 
m uc h  of the  n uc lear-reactor-on-an-ea rthq uake-fa u l t  happen­
stance,  Aba lone  d ramat ized PG&E's ut ter  i nd ifference to h u ma n  
l i fe bu t  a l so weakened the  genera l  an t i -nuc lea r  case: the  ut i l i t ies  
can "co m p ro m i se" by pu tt i n g  the i r pest i l en t ia l  p l ants e l sewhere .  
W i l l  Aba lone 's Ecotop ian  i ns u l a ri ty sett le  f o r  a West Coast no­
n u kes g hetto? L i ke "soc i a l i s m  in  one  cou ntry , "  Ca l i forn i a  
so l i ps ism i s  a stu p i d  a n d  se lf-stu l t i fy i n g  h oax, i n  m atters ant i ­
n uc lear  as i n  a l l  others .  

T h u s  "the cou nterc u l t u re's i nst i n ct ive h ost i l i ty to 
esta b l i s h m ent  media" ( T i m  Con ner) i s ,  in  the D i a b l o  Canyon 
context, j ust sour  g rapes.  T h e  Aba lone  apparatus a n d  others 
l i ke i t  a re fetters o n  the  deve lopment  of the  ant i -n uc lear  forces. 
The PR  types o n  top l i ke the masoch ist ic  m asses below a re 
ru n n i n g  o n  e m pty. Th ere's n o  such  t h i n g  as an  ant i -bu reaucrat i c  
b u reaucracy. You can ' t  e rad i cate n uc l ea r  power by  d o i n g  t r i cks 
- o r  t u r n i n g  t h e m  - for p ressmen a n d  po l i t i cos .  

T h e  on ly  way to a bo l i sh  n u clear  power  i s  to abolish power 
altogether. 

( 1 982) 
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LEFT RITES 

I n  astro no my,  " revo l ut i o n "  refe rs to a ret u rn to the sam e  
p l ace .  For  the  l eft i t  see ms t o  mean a b o u t  the  s a m e .  Left i sm i s  
l i tera l l y  react io nary .  J ust as  genera ls  p repare to f i g h t  the  l ast 
war, l eft i sts i n c i te the l ast revo l ut i o n .  T h ey we lcome i t  because 
they k now i t  fa i l ed .  T h ey' re van g u a rd ists because they' re a lways 
beh i nd the t i mes .  L i ke a l l  leaders ,  l eft ists are l east o b noxi o u s  
when fo l low i n g  the i r fo l l owi n g ,  but  i n  certa i n  c r i ses they step t o  
the  fo re to m a k e  the  system w o r k .  I f  t he  l eft/r i g ht metaphor  h as 
any mean i ng ,  it can on ly  be that the  l eft i s  to the  left of the  same 
t h i n g  the  r ight  i s  to the  r i g ht of .  B u t  what i f  revo l u t ion  means 
stepp i n g  out of line? 

If t he re were no r i g ht ,  t he  l eft wou l d  have to i nvent  i t - and it 
often has .  ( Exam p l es :  Ca lcu lated hyster ia  over N az is  a n d  K K K  
w h i c h  awards t h ese w i m py s l u g s  the  notor iety they need ; o r  
l owest-co m m on -d e n u nc iat i o n  o f  the  M o ra l  Majo r i ty obv iat i n g  
u n ma n ne rl y  attacks o n  t h e  real sou rces o f  m o ra l i st tyran n y ­
the  fam i ly ,  re l i g i on  i n  genera l ,  and  the  work-et h i c  espoused by 
l eft ists and C h r is t ians a l i ke . )  The r i gh t  l i kewise needs the left :  i ts 
operat iona l  def i n i t i on  i s  a lways ant i -co m m u n is m ,  var i ous ly  
d recked-out .  T h u s  left and  r i gh t  p res u p pose and  recreate each 
other .  

One bad t h i n g  about  bad t i mes i s  t hat t hey m a ke oppos i t i on  
too  easy, as  ( fo r  i nstance)  the  c u r ren t  eco n o m i c  c r i s i s  g ets 
shoehorned i n to a rcha ic  M a rx ist ,  popu l ist  or syn d ica l ist  
categor ies .  The l eft t hereby pos i t ions  i tse l f  to f u l f i l l  i ts  h i sto r ic  
ro l e  as  reformer  of those i nc i denta l  (a l be i t  ago n i z i n g )  evi l s  
w h i c h ,  proper ly attended to ,  conceal  the  system's  essent ia l  
i neq u i t ies :  h i e ra rchy ,  m o ra l i s m ,  bu reau c racy, wage- labor ,  
m onogamy,  g overn ment ,  m o n ey .  ( H ow can M a rx i sm ever  be 
m o re than  cap i ta l ' s  most soph ist i cated way of th i n k i n g  about  
i tse l f?)  
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Cons ider  the  ack n owledged ep icenter of the  c u rrent cr is i s :  
work. U n em p l oyment  i s  a bad t h i n g .  Bu t  i t  d oesn ' t  fo l low, 
outs ide  of r i gh to- l eft ist d og ma ,  that e m p loyment  i s  a good 
th i n g .  I t  i sn 't .  The  " r i gh t  to work , "  a rg uab ly  an  appropr iate 
s logan in 1 848,  i s  o bso lete in 1 982 .  Peop le  d o n 't need wo rk .  
What we n eed i s  sat i sfact i o n  of s u bs i stence req u i rements ,  o n  
the  one  hand ,  and  opport u n i t i es fo r c reat i ve ,  conv iv ia l ,  
edu cat i ve ,  d iverse, pass ionate act iv i ty o n  the  othe r. Twenty 
years ago the G ood man  b rothers g uessed that 5% of the labor  
then  expended wo u l d  meet m i n i m u m  s u rv iva l  needs ,  a f i g u re 
w h i c h  m u st be lowe r today;  obv i ous ly  ent i re so-ca l l ed i n dustr ies 
serve n oth i n g  but  the  p redatory pu rposes of com merce and  
coerc i o n .  That's an  a m p l e  i nf rastruct u re to p lay wi th  i n  c reat i n g  
a wor ld  o f  freedo m ,  co m m u n ity and  p leas u re where 
" prod u ct ion"  of use-va l ues i s  "consu mpt ion"  of f ree g rat i fy i n g  
act iv i ty .  T ransfo rm i n g  work i nto p l ay i s  a p roject f o r  a pro letar iat 
that refuses that cond i t i on ,  not fo r left i sts l eft w i th  noth i n g  to 
l ead . 

P rag m at is m ,  as i s  o bv i ous  from a g lance at i ts works ,  i s  a 
de l us i ve snare .  Utop ia  i s  sheer  common  sense.  T h e  cho ice 
between "fu l l  e m p l oyment"  and  u n e m p l oyment  - the  cho ice  
that left and  r i g ht co l l aborate to con f i n e  us  to - is  the  cho ice 
between the  G u l ag a n d  the  g utter .  N o  wonder  that after  a l l  these 
years a st i f l ed and  suffer i n g  popu lace i s  weary of the  democrat i c  
l ie .  The re a re  l ess and  less peop l e  who want  to work ,  even 
among  th ose who r i gh t ly  fear u ne m p loyment ,  and  m o re a n d  
m o re peo p l e  who want t o  work wonders .  By a l l  means let 's 
ag i tate for  handouts , tax cuts ,  f ree b ies ,  b read and c i rcuses -
why not b i te the  h a n d  that feeds you?  the f lavor i s  exce l l en t  -
but  w i thout  i l l us ions .  

The (su r) rat iona l  kerne l  of t ruth  i n  the  m ysti ca l  M a rx i st she l l  i s  
th is :  t he  "work i n g  c lass" is  the  legendary " revo l u t ionary agent" :  
but  o n l y  i f, by not working ,  i t  abo l i shes class . Peren n ia l  
"organ izers , "  l eft i sts don 't u n derstan d  that the  workers have 
a l ready been d ef i n i t ive ly  "organ ized" by, a n d  can o n ly be 
o rgan ized for - t h e i r  bosses. "Act iv i sm"  i s  i d iocy i f  i t  e n ri c h es 
and  em powers o u r  enem ies .  Left i s m ,  that paras i te for  sore l 's ,  
d reads the  ou tb reak of a Wilhelm Reichstag fire which  wi l l  
cons u m e  i ts part i es and  u n ions  a l o n g  w i th  the  corporati ons  a n d  
a r m i es a n d  c h u rc h es c u rrent ly  contro l led  by i t s  ostens i b l e  
o p posi te .  
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N owadays you h ave to be odd to get eve n .  G rey l i fe left i sm , 
w i th  its c h ec k l i sts of o b l i gatory antagon isms  (to t h is- is m ,  that­
i s m  and the other- i sm :  everyt h i n g  but left i sm)  i s  d evo i d  of a l l  
h u mor  and  i mag i nat i o n :  hence i t  c a n  stage o n l y  coups, n ot 
revo l u t ions ,  w h i c h  change  l i es but  n ot l i fe .  B u t  the  u rg e  to c reate 
i s  also a destruct i ve u rge .  O n e  m o re effort , l eft i sts ,  if you wou l d  
b e  revo l ut ionari es !  I f  you ' re not revo l t i n g  aga i nst wo rk ,  you ' re 
work i n g  aga i nst revo l t .  

( 1 982) 
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ELECTING NOT TO VOTE 

I f  e l ect io n s  are, as Sart re sa i d ,  "a  t rap  for foo ls , "  then recent  
vot i n g  t rends  a re in  hopefu l contrast w i th  other  s i g n s  of soc i a l  
so m n o l ence .  N ot that e l ect i o n  results a re g ett i n g  any better .  
T h ey n ever wi l l ,  so long as anybody w ins .  The good n ews i s  the 
steady g rowth of the  n onvot i n g  m aj o rity of e l i g i b l es w h i c h  h as 
been "wi n n i ng "  e lect ions  for  over s ixty years . I n  p l ace of  
" major i ty ru le"  we see a n  i nc reas i n g ly u n ru ly  major i ty .  

The  1 984 p res i d ent ia l  e l ect i o n  - the  Comet Kahoutek of 
recent po l i t ics - shou l d  have sharp ly  reversed the t rend ; i n  fact 
i t  o n l y  sta l l ed  i t .  Desp i te a f lashy i d eo l og ica l  i nc u m bent ;  desp i te  
the  ant ics of J esse J ackso n ,  the  P reacher  from the  B lack 
Lagoon ;  desp i te the  sa l i e n cy of the  n u c lear  war issue a n d  a 
vote-or- d i e  terror cam pai g n  by f ran t ic  l eft i sts ;  and  d esp i te the  
re lat i ve dec l i ne i n  the  s ize of the  low-tu rnout  you ng est age­
g ro u ps ,  m ost e l i g i b l e  voters , as usua l , fou n d  better t h i ngs  to d o .  

F o r  a system w h i c h  m akes " majo rity r u l e" the  by-words a n d  
b uzzwords o f  state-of-th e-art stat i s m ,  a c h ro n i c  c r i s i s  s i m mers 
w h i c h ,  for  once ,  w i l l  h u rt T h e m  m o re than  i t  h u rts us .  I t  seem s  
l i ke the  eas ie r  the  author i t ies m a k e  i t  f o r  the i r s u bjects t o  
consecrate the i r coerc ion  w i t h  t h e i r  votes , t h e  l ess response t o  
the i r come-o n .  They ended po l l taxes and  l i te racy tests , t hey 
e nfranc h i sed m i no ri t ies a n d  1 8  year o lds ,  t hey p rov ided 
b i l i n g ua l  ba l l ots - but  n o  o n e  votes less often than  the 
benef ic iar ies of these reforms .  

" Democracy , "o bserved Kar l  K raus ,  " m eans  the  perm iss ion  to 
be eve ry body's s l ave. " I ts c la i med s u per io r i ty over oth e r  
oppress i ve a rrangements rema i ns ,  after centu r ies of p h i losophy  
and  p ropaganda ,  obsc u re .  That an  abstract, eva nescen t  
maj or i ty - of whom, i s  one  of the  centra l  myster ies o f  
democrat ic  d og ma - cou l d  ever c la i m m o re than  the  r i g ht to 
ru le i tse l f  has a lways been a g ross i m pert i n e n ce .  Yet l i bera l s  a n d  
the  l eft i sts who ta i l t hem assu re us ,  w i t h  a stra i g h t  face, that 
those who part i c i pate i n  e lect ions  t hereby ag ree to ab ide  by the  
o utcome ,  whereas those who a bsta i n  h ave no r i g ht to co m p l a i n  
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s i nce ,  after  a l l ,  t hey cou l d  h ave voted . T h i s  r i t ua l ,  t h ey assu re us ,  
mag i ca l l y  expands t h e  scope of l eg it i m ate author i ty ,  i. e. , cop 
v io lence .  Beware of democrats offer i n g  r ig hts !  Such  soph ist r ies 
stan d  out  i n  t h e i r  proper sat i r ica l  l ig ht when ,  year i n  and  year 
o ut ,  the m aj o r i ty refuses to ru le .  What d o  I care i f  some cabal  of 
am b i t ious  opport u n i sts dec lares me a m e m ber  of some c l u b  I 
d o n 't want  to j o i n ?  M ajor i ty ru l e ,  shaky e n o u g h  as a " ri g ht , "  i s  
o pen ly ma l i g nant  when  i m posed by  a m i nor i ty as  a duty. Ra l p h  
" Da rth " Nader  i s  o n l y  a step ahead o f  h i s  fe l l ow paterna l i sts i n  
ca l l i ng f o r  c o m p u lsory vot i n g .  

T h e  com pos i t ion  o f  t h e  nonvoti n g  m aj o r i ty i s  d i stu rb i n g  t o  o u r  
overl o rd s .  L i bera ls  a n d  l eft ists ,  w h e n  they ' re n ot g u s h i n g  s l u s h  
a b o u t  the  w isdo m of the  peop le ,  w h e n  they ' re n o t  p rom is i n g  
succor  t o  t h e  d owntrodden ,  w i th  typ ica l  cyn i c i s m  d efam e  
n o n voters - h i therto ma i n ly poor ,  m i no r ity,  and  fore ig n-born ­
as stu p i d ,  u neducate d ,  and  i n d i fferent  to t h e i r  c i v i c  
respons i b i l i t i es i f  not  d own ri g ht u n-Amer ica n .  B u t  by now the  
vot i n g  d rop reflects the  ongo ing  com i n g-of-age of new e l i g i b l es 
who n ever d o  acq u i re the  voti n g  v ice ,  and  the  att r i t ion  of those 
of the i r e l ders who never  k ick  the  hab i t .  M ost aren 't conscfous  
refusn i ks,  bu t  t h e i r  absence f rom the  ro l l s  today j ust may 
p ref ig u re refusa l  of the  ro les tom m orrow. 

N atu ra l l y  the ( h amster-) whee le r-dea le rs of  the l eft de l iver  the  
l oya l i sts who make the  system work  for  a l l  t he i r reject ive 
rhetor ic .  S o  d o  the m isnamed " l i bertar ians , "  some of whom 
h a l l uc i n ate that they ' re anarchists. For  that m atter ,  m o re than  a 
few avowed "anarch ists" s l u n k  i nto vot i n g  booth s  i n  1 984,  a n d  
anarcha-fe m i n i st " i mag i ne"  (sic) endorsed Monda le  i n  the  
pages of Circle A in A tlan ta ,  p ro m pt i n g  Ted  Lopez to ask ,  What 
d oes the  "A" rea l l y  stand  for? M o re usua l l y  these loyal  
o p pos i t i o n i sts serve up pathet ic  n o-w i n  th i rd part ies w h i c h  offer 
a "cho ice " ;  the c h o ice ,  hav i n g  gone  to the bother  of vot i n g  i n  the  
f i rst p lace ,  of mak i n g  abso l u te ly  certa i n  ( not j ust 99 .99% certa i n )  
o f  wast i n g  one's vote. Proposals t o  reward voters w i t h  g reen 
sta m ps make m o re sense.  Why n ot enf ranch ise p i geons a n d  
offer them pel l ets? T h e  real mean i n g  of " D o n 't waste you r vote" 
is, don 't cast it. 
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The m i n i -part ies sol ic i t  votes as a form of " p rotest , "  b u t  as a 
med i u m  of express i o n ,  a can of sp ray-pa i nt has i t  a l l  ove r  any 
e lect i o n .  As conform ist as voters are, no two of them m ean 
p rec ise ly  the  same by the i r votes even i f  cast fo r t he  same 
can d idate.  

Yet the votes as ta l l ied a re anonymous ,  i m persona l  a n d  
i nte rchangeab le .  A vote o n ce cast i s  cast away; i t  t hen  be longs  
to  the  p u n d its a n d  po l i t icos to make what t hey wi l l  of  i t .  And  a 
can d idate once e lected w i l l  te l l  you what to do ,  n o  m atter what 
went before. You can' t  p rotest f u ndamenta ls  by vot i n g :  vot i n g  i s  
b o u n d  u p  w i th  t hem .  There's n o  such  t h i n g  as vot i n g  against 
voting. 

Contra ry to the anth i l l  co l l ect iv i sts ,  i t 's  stu p i d  to say 
n onvot i n g  i s  a mere ly  persona l ,  " i n d i vi d ua l is t ic"  gestu re. What 
cou l d  be m o re pr ivat ized and i so lated than  cast i n g  a "secret 
ba l l ot" (ev ident ly  des i g ned for peo p l e  w i th  something to hide) 
a l l  by you rse l f  w h i ch ac knowledges you r statu s  as rep lacab le  
part of a po l ity you n ever asked to be long  to?  Co l l ect ive act ion  
aga i nst e lectoral a l ienat ion  is  f u l l y  as  feas i b l e  as  ru n n i n g  for 
off ice ,  b u t  strange ly ,  i t  ho lds  n o  a p pea l fo r power-h u n g ry 
" p rog ress i ves . "  

N o  need t o  add ress t h e  pop u l i st reforms ( i n i t i at ive ,  
refere n d u m ,  reca l l ,  etc . )  contr ived to outf l ank  corporate contro l  
o f  th"e state. At best they n ever worked that way. At worst t hey 
became the veh i c l e  for reg ress i ve " reforms" l i ke Ca l i fo rn ia 's  
Propos i t ion  13 wh ich  we re KY'd i nto the  body po l i t i c  by m o n ied 
caba ls  who buy  the  m ass m ed ia .  As with the  Ptolema ic  system ,  
t h e  effo rt t o  rect i fy t h e  e l ectoral  system wi th  ep icyc les i n ev i tab ly  
went awry .  T h e  cr i s i s  of democracy t ranscends  a l l  g i m m i c k ry .  

Every po l i t i c ian 's  " p l atfo rm" i s  a scaffo l d .  Wh ich  of two 
f u n g i b l e  fakers assu mes a part i c u l a r  off ice  i s  a matter of 
decreas i n g  re levance to rea l i ty .  A voter  i s  far m o re l i ke l y  to be 
h i t by a car o n  the  way to the  po l l s  than  s/h e  i s  of affect i n g  the  
outcom e  of an  e lect i o n ,  to say not h i n g  of chan g i n g  rea l l i fe .  

How m uch  l ower wi l l  the vote tota ls  g o  befo re the "wi n ners" 
a re ashamed o r  afra i d  to take off ice? 
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Peop le  are n 't as stu p i d  as the  po l i t i c ians t h i n k .  M o re and m o re 
of us  are laug h i ng off ou r "c iv ic  d uty" to vote, reject i n g  the  ro le  
of com p u lsory const i tuent .  

W hat i f  t hey gave an e lect ion  and nobody came? We' l l  f i n d  out  
p retty soo n .  

( 1 982,  1 985)  
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LYING IN STATE 
- AND ELSEWHERE 

We need a phenomeno logy of ly i ng .  As the  i m manent  a n d  a l l ­
pervas ive essence o f  o u r  soc iety, ly i n g  dese rves n o  less ;  a n d  i t  i s  
t ime  i t  got what i t  deserves.  Let's be h o n est a b o u t  d is h o n esty . 
How do T hey d u pe u s? Let me count  the  ways . 

Some forms of fra u d ,  espec i a l l y  the  face-to-face ones ,  a re 
h ig h ly refi ned.  A f i n e  fog d escends u p o n  peo p l e  c o n ve rs i n g  i n  

a n y  o f  var ious  shared i d i oms w h o  s u ppose themse lves to be 
say ing  someth i ng when  they are j ust e m i tt i n g  s i g na l s ,  l i ke b i rd­
ca l ls ,  wh ich  e l i c i t  l i ke responses.  I n  t ruth  i t  i s  n oth i n g  but  n o i se .  
Advert i s i n g ,  N ew A g e  ja rgo n ,  fern-bar p i ck- u p  ch i tc h at ,  a n d  t h e  
d ia lects o f  M a rx i sm a r e  fa m i l i a r  exam p l es .  M uc h  m o re 
express ion  than  com m u n i cat i o n ,  at best they say l ess than  they 
see m to,  and  they ' re rare ly  at the i r best .  M ost of the  "gaps" in  the 
N ixon tapes aren 't missing.  

The epitome of consensua l  decept i o n  i s  the se l f-contrad ic t ion  
tu rned term-of-art ,  for  exa m p le :  

Open m arr iage 

Revo lu t ionary government  

Law a n d  order  

R ig ht to work 

L i berat ion  theo logy 

F ree sch oo l s  

- a n d  so fort h .  

A t  the  other  po le  ( G e nera l  J a ruzels k i ,  f o r  i n stance) f rom 
sop h i st icated swi n d l i ng i s  outr ight  p revar icat i o n .  L i ke 
c iga rettes, bu t  w i thout  the  warn i n g ,  t h ese l ies often come i n  
packs.  Po l i t i c ians  a n d  pr iests afford the  c l earest exam p les -
exa m p l es we c lear ly  can not afford . T h e  bus i n ess wor ld  ( i s  t he re 
any other? )  a l so conta i n s  e n t i re occ u pat ions  of mendacity 
p rofess iona ls ,  l i ke sa lesmen and l awyers. There a re i n d ustr ies 
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l i ke n uc lear  power and  "defense" wh i c h  p res u ppose m o re than  
the  l ow-l eve l daze of t he  o rd i n a ry consu mer ,  they fob off mega­
l i es on  a bam booz led pop u l ace as a m atter of b u s i n ess 
n ecess ity .  St i l l ,  po l i t i c i ans  a re the i d ea l -t ri pe l i a rs .  Ly i n g  ( i n  
add i t ion  t o  g i v i n g  orders)  i s  what w e  pay them fo r ,  o r  rath e r  
what they pay themse lves fo r w i th  o u r  taxes . D i p l o macy fo r 
i nstance is j ust fo rmal-d ress d ecept i o n .  When  we say so meone 
is  be i n g  " d i p l o mat ic"  we mean that he  i s  te l l i n g  l i es to q u i et 
some conf l i ct .  B u t  i n  d i p l o m acy g overn ments are d ea l ing w i th  
v io lence monopol ies j ust l i ke themse lves a n d  so they l i e  w i th  
more caut ion  than  they often take  w i th  the  po p u l at ions  t hey 
contro l .  Po l i t i c ians  a re often a m b i g u ous  but rare ly  s u bt le .  Why 
not neg lect n u a n ces when you h ave m ost of a cou ntry's g u n me n  
a t  you r  co m ma n d ?  

A p rist i n e  and  exe m p l a ry B i g  L i e  i s ,  f o r  i nstance ,  b u i l t i n  t o  
a lmost eve ry p u b l i c  reference t o  "terro ri s m . "  Proper ly the  word 
refers to the use of v io lence aga i nst  noncom batants fo r po l i t i ca l  
purposes . The Cent ra l  A mer ican d eath sq u ads or  the  Sovi et 
a i rd rops of exp los ive "toys" for  Afg han  c h i l d ren to ma i m 
themse lves w i th  are exa m p les .  T h e  i dea i s  to i m pose one 's  w i l l ,  
n ot b y  d i rect coerc ion  o f  t h ose t o  b e  co ntro l l ed ,  b u t  b y  i nst i l l i ng 
fea r i n  t hem ,  i. e. , "terror . "  N o  ha rm i n  hav i ng  a wo rd for  a n  
act iv ity w h i c h ,  whateve r i ts p ros and  c o n s ,  d i ffers i n  some 
respect from war ,  c r i me ,  c i v i l  d isorder ,  etc.  

I t  i s  prec ise ly  these d ist i nct ions  w h i ch the pol i t i c ians  and the i r 
acad e m i c  a n d  j o u rna l is t ic  cam p  fol l owers use the  wo rd to 
o bscu re. To t h e m ,  a l l  po l i t ica l  v io lence,  van d a l i s m  o r  even mere 
tu m u lt i s  " terror i sm"  unless the  terror ists wear u n i forms .  
G overn ments the refore can n ot engage in  te rror i s m ,  n o  matter 
what t hey do ,  whereas ant i-state v io len ce i s  a lways terro ri s m  
even i f  i t  cons ists of attacks by o n e  m i l i ta ry force aga i nst  
another. The massacres cond u cted by A mer ica's Sa lvadorean 
n at ive aux i l i a r ies ;  I s rae l i  bom b i n g  of Pa lest i n i an  refu gee cam ps 
or k i d napp i n g  of Lebanese h ostages;  even the Ca m bod ian  a n d  
Afg han  h o l ocausts, so sanct i m o n i ous ly  bewa i led ,  o r  South  
Afr ican ja i l h o use k i l l i ngs  a re ,  because they a re state-sanct i f ied 
s l augh ters,  n ot terror ist .  Terror i sm i s  not  so m uc h  a matter  of 
mayhem and m u rder  as i t  i s  of sartor ia l  correctness.  So l d ie rs are 
terror ists who were caref u l  to d ress fo r s uccess.  T h at i s  e n o u g h  
t o  l et the  managers of  p u b l i c  o p i n i on s l ee p  sou n d ly ,  i f  n ot 
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n ecessar i l y  for as l ong  as the  P res ident  d i d  w he n ,  desp i te the  
b l ow i ng-up  of G renadan menta l  pat i ents a n d  the  g u n n i ng down 
of C u ba n  construct ion  workers ,  he  reported that ,  as usua l ,  he  
s l ept we l l .  

I t  i s  remarkab le  h ow wel l t h i s  p loy works .  T h e  oth e rwise 
abused Sand i n i stas were terror ists t i l l  t he  mag i c  moment they 
supp lanted (as  late r they p l anted)  Somoza.  P res i d e nt Robert 
M ugabe was a b lack "ter" u nt i l  h i s  t ransu bstant iat ion  i nto a 
Z i m babwean states m a n .  When S h i ' i tes take A mer ican h ostages 
they a re te rror i sts .  When  I srae l i s  take S h i ' i te h ostages i t  i s  - a 
v io lat ion  of i nternat iona l  law,  perhaps ,  o r  cause for  restra i ned 
c r i t i c i sm ,  but  n ot by any  m eans  terrori sm .  Despite i ts 
hypocr i t ica l  c rud ity ,  t he  terror i sm h oax has gone  over we l l .  T h e  
G . l .  Joe d o l l ,  m u stered ou t  of serv ice fo r a few yea rs afte r t he  
War  T h at Dare N ot S peak I ts N ame ,  has made  a co meback .  N ow 
h e  f i g h ts terror ists .  

T h at the au thori t ies ,  l i ke the author i tar ians who envy t h e m ,  l i e  
systemat ica l ly i s  no  news. Kar l  K raus a n d  G eorge O rwel l s a i d  as 
m u c h .  B u t  they h ave ref i ned or at any rate a u g mented the i r 
sca ms.  O u r  comp lex soci ety , rest i n g  on  coerced consent ,  h as 
come u p  w i th  modes of man i p u l at i o n  so advan ced that 
fa ls i f icat i on  can be m i n i m ized , even e l i m i n ated w i thout  the  t ruth  
gett i n g  out .  The system j ust overwhe l ms  us  w i th  i n fo rmat ion  so 
t r iv ia l  as to deserve i ts washed-out  word "data" u nt i l  t he  few 
matters of real i m portance are l eve led down a n d  out of m i n d .  
The  sca le  a n d  struct u re o f  soc i ety p revent  peop l e  f rom 
i m med iate ly  experienc i n g  i t ,  o r  each other .  K n owledge i s  
f rag mented i n to art i f i c ia l  i so lates a n d  ass i g ned to endogamous  
experts .  I n  academ ia  these exc l us i vi t i es deserve the  sado­
masoc h ist con notat i ons  of what they a re ca l l ed , "d i sc i p l i nes . "  
The soc i a l  d i v is i o n  o f  labor - s p l i nter i ng  i n teg ra l l y  expe r ienced 
l i fe i nto forced-f i t  standard ized " ro les" - exten d ed i nto 
awaren ess,  reprod uces i tse l f  wh i le cove ri n g  i ts own t rac ks .  

R u l es and  ro les render  us  as i nterchangeab le  as the 
com m od i t ies wh ose p roduct ion  i s  o u r  dest ruct i o n .  No wonder  
that, as  Kar l  Marx once remarked befo re beco m i n g  a po l i t i c i an ,  
" t he  o n l y  com prehens i b l e  l a n g u ag e  we h ave i s  the  l a n g u ag e  ou r 
possess ions  u se together . "  We n eed another  one .  A n d  we n eed 
u n h u rr ied and u n harr ied occas ions  of word l ess repose.  
Revo lu t ion  req u i res an  ant i - i d iot i c  i d i o m  express i n g  the as yet 
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u n speakab le .  The  l ove that dare n ot speak its name has the  
j u m p  o n  the  othe r  one ,  l i be l l ed by labe ls ,  whose name i s  taken  i n  
va i n  and  never retu rned t o  the  r ig htf u l  owners .  

The  corrupt ion  of l a n g u age  prom otes the  corru pti o n  of l i fe .  I t  
i s  even i ts  pre req u is i te .  A f i rst step toward peace and  freedo m ­
i m poss i b l e  now u n der  c lass soc iety and  its b u s i n ess e n d ,  the  
state - is to ca l l  t h i n g s  by  the i r  t rue names.  Thus  the  d i fference 
between the  operat ives of the  m i l i tary- i n d ustr i a l -po l i t ica l ­
j o u rna l i st i c  com p lex a n d  the sma l l f ry ma l i g n ed by the  med ia  as 
"terro r ists" i s  on ly  the  d i fference between who lesa le  and  reta i l .  
War i s  m u rder .  Taxat ion  i s  theft . Conscr ip t ion  i s  s lavery .  
La issez-fa i re is  tota l i tar i an .  And  (says Debord ) ,  " i n  a wor ld  really 
tu rned on its head , the  t rue  is a moment  of the  fa lse . "  

( 1 982,  1 985) 

90 



CIRCLE .. A DECEIT: A Review of 
Processed World 

Processed World i s  a we l l -p rod uced , someti mes fu n ny,  
m ost ly jargon-free1 ant i -au thori tar ian San Fran c isco magaz i n e  
focused on the  i n form ati on  workers who t o i l  i n  t h e  F i nanc ia l  
D istr ict and  othe r  c i tade ls  of cap i ta l i s m .  After s ix  i ssues  of  
severa l tho usand cop ies eac h ,  P W  has p i cked u p  a certa i n  c u lt 
fo l lowi n g  downtown a n d  can c la i m to be the m ost rad ica l  

p u b l i cat i o n  i n  the  a rea fo r its scal e of operat ions .  I t 's  good to see 
a 60-70 page left p u b l icat ion  wh ich d ispe nses wi th  the  usua l  
ant i -Reag a n i st bana l i t i es and  t r ies to dea l  w i th  wage- labor ,  
i n d ustr ia l  tech no logy and  the  rep ress ive rea l i ty of everyday 
expe r ience .  

G rant i n g  a l l  that ,  however, my cons idered op i n i o n  of P W  is  
ma in ly  cr i t i ca l .  I ts " l i ne"  - d esp ite d i sc la i mers ,  there i s  a 
d ef i n i te thoug h d iss i m u lated P W  i deo logy - is  m o re 
conservat ive than  i t  l oo ks .  That wou l d  n ot be so bad i f  P W  
o pe n l y  avowed its po l i t ics a n d  fa i r ly  debated i t  w i t h  d iss ident  
d i ss i dents ,  b ut that's j ust what P W  d oes n ot perm i t .  Bad fa i th  
perm eates the  p u b l icat ion , a n d  the  caref u l ly-cont ri ved i mage i t  
p resents to i t s  readers i s  f u n damenta l l y  d is h o n est.  I f  there 's  
anyt h i n g  worse than overt Len i n ist  van g u a rd is m ,  i t 's  s u b l i m i na l ,  
anarch o-Necheyev ist vang u a rd is m .  T h i s  I p ro pose t o  expose. 

PW p u rports to be the wo rk of "d iss ident  off i ce workers" w h o  
are fo reve r re i terat i n g  the i r n onsectar ian , open- m i nded , 
com m on-sense q ua l i t ies :  just folks, n ot another  gang  of 
i deo log ues .  The i r come-on i s  to a l l ev iate o rd i n a ry workers '  
n atu ral  susp ic ion  of o rgan izer-types by sayi n g ,  "Heck ,  we're 
w h i te-co l la r  com m uter  work i n g  st i ffs j ust l i ke you ,  o n l y  we 
h appen to wr i te ,  des i g n ,  p u b l i sh  and d i st r i bute a s l i c k  magaz i n e  
every th ree months . "  

T h at 's a l l  fa lse p retenses . 2  Off ice  workers d o n 't a n d  p robab ly  
n ever d id  make up  a major i ty of the  co l l ect ive .  T h e  exact census  
f i g u res a re i n  any  case less i m po rtan t  than  the  i m p l i cat i o n  that  
PW's ant i -esta b l i sh mentar ian  i deas a rose spontaneous ly  in  th e 
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m i n d s  of h i t he rto- i n n ocent F i nanc ia l  D i st r ict d rones whose 
workp lace exper ience ,  in  the  best econ o m i st i c  M a rx i st t rad i t i on ,  
mech an ica l ly  e n g e n dered the i r "ant i -author i tar ia n i s m . "  T h e  
l atter buzzword , by the  way, i s  i tse l f  part of the  cover- u p .  I t' s  a 
e u p h e m i s m  fo r a wo rd often on  the  l i ps of PW's but  rare ly  seen 
i n  the  magaz i n e: ( ho rrors ! )  anarchism. 3 Don' t  go  f r ig hten i ng the  
secretar ies n ow!  M aybe later ,  after we've organ ized the  work i n g  
c l ass . . .  bu t  n ot n ow.  

The truth i s  that the  d o m i nant  fact ion  of P W - i n c l u d i n g  the 
ru l i ng t ro i ka of  " M ax i ne  H o lz , " "Luc i us  Cab ins"  and " Lo u is 
M ichae lson" - i s  the  pro-tech w i n g  of the  now d ef u nct U n i o n  of 
Conce rned Co m m ies ,  w h i c h  reg rou ped a n u m be r  of refugees 
from s i tuat i o n i st g ro u p l ets and oth er  l i bertar ian and l eft 
com m u n ists at the  end  of the  1 970 's .  A l most a l l  P W's have l o n g  
po l i t ica l  ped ig rees, w i t h  m a n y  i nvo lved i n  concu rrent p rojects 
ran g i n g  from the anarc h o-synd ica l i st magazi ne  Ideas & A c tion 
to Anom ie 's  n i h i l i st co l lages .  Whether  or n ot these peop le  work 
in  off ices,  t hey a re po l i t ica l  act iv i sts essent ia l l y ,  as regards  the i r 
persona l  pr io r i t ies a n d  se l f-con cepts, a n d  workers o n l y  
i nc i denta l l y. ( H o lz ,  f o r  i n stance ,  f rom t i m e  to t i m e  d oes off ice  
work ,  but  she  learned her  cou n c i l i s m  as a Berkeley student  f ro m  
h e r  then  teacher  M ic hae lso n . ) 4 

Ever s i nce d iscontented staffe r " G i dget D i g i t"  l et the  ( b l ack)  
cat  partway out  of the  bag in  PW #5, the  t ro i ka h as t r ied to put  i t  
back in  by a co m b i nat ion  of vag ue  ac k n owledgement  of p r io r  
po l i t ica l  i nvo lvements a n d  veh ement  i ns istence that PW, i n  
M ichae lson 's words  (#6 ) ,  "was  n ot conce ived by p rofessi ona l  
l eft ists ,  ' profess iona l  revo lu t i onar ies '  w h o  marched i nto the  
F i nanc ia l  D i st r ict to  edu cate the  wh i te-co l l a r  masses . "  T h i s  f ro m  
t h e  same g u y  w h o  borrowed an  i dea f ro m  t h e  P rog ress ive Labor  
Party by propos i ng that u n e m p l oyed PW's i n f i l t rate a se lected 
bus i ness and fo ment  revo l u t ion  the re !  C h e  l i ves ! 5  B ut I wou l d n 't 
want to be one  of the  real workers entrapped by h i t-and- run  
l eft ist p rovocateu rs .  Fo rtu nate l y  o ther  P W's vetoed the  scheme .  

A s u bt le r  m a n i p u l at ion  i s  concea led i n  the  very def i n i t i on  o f  
the  PW project , w h i c h  i s  rea l ly  extrao rd i nar i ly  narrow. Who 
wou ld  have thought  that San Franc isco off ice workers ,  
espec i a l ly those i n  the  i n format io n  i n d ustry, a re so i m portant o r  
d ist i n ct ive a s  t o  j u st i fy 20 o r  m o re rad i ca l s  p rod u c i n g  a reg u la r  
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magaz i n e  add ressed to them spec i f i ca l ly? H u m i l i at i on  by 
bosses,  the  speed-up ,  ass-k i ss i n g ,  d iscr i m i n at io n ,  makewor k  
and  overwork - a l l  occ u r  a s  m uc h  i n  t h e  factory o r  the  store a s  
i n  the  off i ce ,  a s  often i n  the  st icks as i n  t h e  h i p  metropo l is .  I f  
there i s  som et h i n g  spec ia l  a b o u t  t h ese workers ,  why d o n 't t h e  
PW's d isc lose what i t  i s?  O r  a r e  they targeting a market b y  
pander i n g  to San Franc isco so l i ps i sm?  

For that m atter, t he re's n ot h i ng new about  t h e  cou n c i l 
com m u n i s m  w h i c h ,  w i th  the  scary po l i t i ca l  words a i rbrushed 
out ,  i s  touted once  or  tw ice  in  a pse u d o-offhand  way in  every 
issue .  Why n ot acq u a i n t  the u nwashed m asses w i th  the h i g h  
po in ts o f  t h e  d iss i den t  trad i t ion?  I t h i n k some of  P W's read e rs 
wou l d  atten d  to such  su bjects w i th  i nterest and  i nte l l i gence .  T h e  
not ion  that PWs readers are t o o  d u m b  o r  too d e l i cate for s o m e  
h i story o r  r i goro u s  ana lys is  bespeaks a d e e p  contem pt f o r  t h e  
man i p u lated o n  the  part of the i r m a n i p u l ators.  I f  P W  c a n  
art i c u l ate i t s  real message w i t h o u t  resort t o  the  o l d  j argon ,  
g reat! B u t  i f  i t  can ' t  te l l t h e  t ruth w i thout  u s i n g  a tendent ious  
ter m i n o logy ,  i t  i s  bette r to use i t  than  to conceal  what 's g o i n g  
o n .  I f  t h e  wooden  s h oe f i ts ,  wear i t !  

We a re to ld  that P W's are d i ve rse in  the i r  v iews. Th is  i s  t rue .  
H owever,  t he  o rd i nary reader  has to take P W's word for i t ,  s i nce 
the  var ious  def i n i te tendenc ies represented ,  f rom anarc h o­
synd ica l i s m  o n  the  r i g h t  to p ro-s i tu  au to n o m i s m  o n  the  left ,  a re 
n ever set forth . The actua l  ed i to ria l  p rocess at P W  red uces i ts  
p roc la i med p l u ra l i s m  to a s h a m .  Fo r i nstan ce ,  the  author of a 
p i ece of f i ct i on  was tw ice req u i red to rewrite the  end i n g  to make 
i t  i deo log ica l ly  correct. Letters u nd e rg o  u n ac k n owledged 
ed i t i n g ,  and  wh i le there i s  a lways s pace for a coup le  of content­
free "oh wow! " fan l etters , c r i t i c i sm i s  s u p p ressed u n l ess i t  i s  so 
stu p id  that the  wr i ter  can be set  up for  a c rus h i n g  refutat i o n .  
I n deed m uc h  of the  l etters co l u m n  i s  p re-em pted b y  P W  staff . 

I f  there i s  a n ovelty i n  the  P W  house i deo logy ,  i t  l i es i n  the  
content ion  that com puters and  i n format io n  tech  h ave made 
poss i b l e  g loba l  part i c i pat io n  i n  prod u ct i o n  p lan n i ng .  T h e  
fet i sh ist ic  fantas ies somet i mes p r i n ted - h i nt i n g  of u n n atu ra l  
re lat ions  between secretar ies and  the i r cal c u l ators ,  etc . -
suggest that some P W's h ave a suspect psyc h i c  stake i n  the  
d ream of a push button parad ise .  Bu t  the  p rospect i s  on ly  
asserted ,  n ot arg u ed o r  ana lysed .  Cons ider i n g  that the  tech 
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i ssue was sa l i ent  i n  the  fo u nd i ng of P W, i t 's  c rass that n o  
cr i t i q u e  of the  i dea that " there i s  noth i n g  i n he rent ly  b a d  about  
com puter  tec h n o logy" (#1 ) i s  a l l owed in  i ts  pages .  For  one 
th i n g ,  i t  wou l d  em barrass the  p ro-tech s  to revea l that they have 
cr i t i cs more rad ica l  than  they are .6  

S i m i l a rly ,  PW's a n i madvers ions  o n  work a re a lways qua l i f ied  
by "as we k now i t " o r  some such ,  o r  rep laced by some safe 
p h rase l i ke "wage- labor . "  T h e  i m p l icat i o n  i s  t hat some so rt of 
fo rced labor i s  to cont i n ue .  Some peop le ,  i n c l u d i ng myse l f ,  
deny  the  necess i ty of t h is ,  b u t  our  v iews can n ot appear  in  PW 
desp i te the i r re levance to i ts a n n o u nced concerns .  M aybe 
revo l ut ion  d oes not depe n d  u po n  even a rat iona l ize d ,  
part i c i pato ry-democrat i c  economy w h i c h  st i l l  s u bord i nates 
h u m an l i fe to the p rod uct ion  of com mod i t i es .  M aybe i t  refers to 
a n ew way of l i fe ,  to  soc ia l  re lat i o n s  a m o n g  c reat i ve conv iv ia l  
p l ayers. Some of P W's c l i en t  base of " nasty secretar ies" and 
"d i ss ident  off ice workers"  m i g ht rather  fon d l e  each othe r  than  
the i r ca l c u l ato rs. PW wi l l  spare them the  confus ion  such  not ions  
m ig ht i ns p i re among  the  theoret i ca l ly u n lette red . 

T i m i d ity about  work tends to t r iv ia l ize the  strai n of h u mo r  
w h i c h  is  one  o f  t he  magaz i n e's best featu res .  T h e  American 
off ice h as long s u sta i ned a m i l d ,  harm l ess ly i nsu bord i nate 
c u l t u re of ant i -boss h u m o r  and g r i p i n g .  But as h u mo r  g oes ,  the  
an t i cs of Dagwood and M r. D i thers are p retty low i n  
d estab i l iz i n g  capacity .  I tems wh i c h  m ig ht take o n  a h a rder  edge 
in  a n  exp l i c i t  an t i -work context - such as Tom Ward 's  song 
l yr ics ,  g raph ics by G reg J a m rock a n d  F red d i e  Baer a m o n g  
others ,  M e l i n da Gebb ie's h i l a r ious  acco u n t  of  tem p wo rk a t  a pet 
h osp i ta l - d o n 't work as we l l  as they m i g ht e l sewhere . 7  PW may 
re i nforce the t rad i t i on  of  g ro u s i n g  by w h i c h  A mer ican wo rkers 
b l ow off steam i n stead of gett i n g  steamed a n d  b lowi n g  off work .  

Even as ide  f rom recent  l eaks ,  i t  cou l d  n ot have much longer  
escaped atten t ion  how a n  ostens ib l y  ec lect i c c o l l ocat i o n  o f  
off ice ma lcontents l i n es up  a long  a we l l -d ef i ned spect rum of  
l eft is t  o p i n i o n .  Q u i te t he  co i n c i de n ce t h at t h i s  a leatory an t i ­
author i tari a n  com b i ne has  rep rod uced i n  f i n e  deta i l t he  
s i g n i f icant  i deo log ies of the  anarc h i st left !  For  a l o n g  t ime ,  
t h o u g h  w i th  i nc reas i ng  m isg iv i n gs ,  I was i nc l i ned to excuse 
PW's l i tt l e  p reva r icat ions  because ,  after  a l l ,  f rozen d og ma and 
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rhetor i c do put  peop le  off who m i g ht f i n d  some va l idi ty i n  t he  
same id eas enco u nte red w i thout  preconcept ions .  B ut a t  some 
po i n t  the  vei l shou ld  h ave been  str i p ped away: better to put  
peop le  of f  t han  pu t  peo p l e  on .  P W  t reats i ts  a u d ience as a m ass 
to be f l attered a n d  foo led .  Do sheep d ream of e l ectr ic  a n d ro ids?  
They d o  i f  t hey read Processed World. 

( 1 982) 
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NOTES ON " CIRCLE-A DECEIT" 

1 .  The  p u b l icat i on  of t h i s  revi ew in  Appeal to  Reason ( Jan uary 
1 983) co i nc ided w i th  the  exc l us ion  o r  w i thd rawa l ,  w i th i n  s ix  
months ,  of everyone respon s i b l e  fo r t he  h u m orous ,  l i terate, o r  
otherw ise i nterest i n g  contr i b ut ions ;  and  t r i te l eft ist  j a rg o n  
(cap i ta l i st " hye nas , "  etc . )  h as taken the i r p l ace .  

2 .  P W  to th is  d ay p retends to be "by and  for d iss ident  off ice  
workers , "  bu t  i ts i nte rna l  d oc u m ents ,  d isc losed by d isg ru nt led  
ex-staffers, p rove oth e rwise .  Ed i t ri x  " Maxi ne  H o lz"  ( Ca i t l i n  
Man n i n g ) ,  for  i nstance ,  i s  the  g randdaug hter  o f  cartoon i st A I  
Capp ,  f rom whom she  i n he rited $7000 bu t  n ot ,  reg rettab ly ,  a 
sense of h u m o r. "La H o n chessa , "  as the  P W  p ro les u sed to ca l l  
h e r  beh i n d  h e r  back ,  g rew u p  i n  M ex ico ,  su rro u n ded by 
servants ,  a s i tuat ion  she  h as s uccessfu l ly rep rod uced in  San 
F ranc isco.  Her  i n her i tance and  othe r  fam i ly s u bvent ions  f i nance 
P W  as wel l as a typesett i n g  bus i ness .  H e r  boy-f r iend a n d  
b u s i ness partne r  " L u c i u s  Cab i ns"  ( C h r istopher  Car lsson ) ,  w h o  
g rew u p  i n  an  aff l uent  East Bay s u b u rb i s ,  com pared to oth e r  P W  
b l ue-b loods ,  a ver i tab le  H o rat i o  A l ger ,  even i f  h i s  
acco m p l i sh ments are l i m i ted t o  go ld-d i g g i n g .  Rou n d i n g  o u t  the  
re i g n i ng Tro i ka is  "Lou i s  M i c h ae lson"  (Adam Cornfo rd ) ,  an  
u pper-c lass Eng l i sh  tw i t  d escended from the  c l ass ic i st F . M .  
Cornford and  none  other  than  C har les Darwi n .  I n  a rejo i nder  to 
t h i s  rev iew he j oked (as I then  ass u med)  t hat "we a re a l l  
i n dependent ly  wea l thy , " b u t  t hat 's exact l y  what t hese s ide l i n es 
revo l ut ionary cheer leaders are.  As i t  happens ,  the  few bona f i de  
d i ss ident  off ice workers were e l i m i n ated i n  t he  Tro i ka 's p u rges.  

3 .  When t h i s  was w ri tten anarch ists we re a su bstant ia l  
cont i ngent ,  m aybe a majo r ity of t he  staff, bu t  what t h i s  rev iew 
fa i l ed to stress was that M a rx ists t h e n ,  as a l ways, ca l led  the 
shots .  Few, i f  any  anarc h i sts work for  PW today.  

4 .  Fo r i nstance ,  Cornford , P W  enfo rcer  Tom Ath anas i o u  ( they 
sent  h i m  to assau l t  m e  i n  N ovem be r  1 984) and  contr i b utor  Tom 
Ward co l l aborated o n  the  cou nc i l -com m u n ist n ewspaper New 
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Morning i n  Berke l ey i n  1 973 , and  on  many p rojects s i nce .  I n  the  
m id-1 970's Cornford , t hen  a Teac h i n g  Ass istant at UC Berke ley ,  
sed u ced h i s  student  M an n i ng both  sexua l ly  and  ideo log ica l ly .  

5 .  Another  gangster i s  the  m o re l i ke ly  i n s p i rat i o n  fo r t h i s  p l oy :  
Lynd o n  LaRouche ,  J r. of the  U . S .  Labo r Party ( former ly  the 
N at iona l  Caucus of Labo r Com m ittees) w h i c h  started o n  the  fa r 
l eft and  ended u p  a sem i -fasc ist cu l t .  T h e  p ro-s i tu  g ro u p  For  
O u rse lves to wh ich  Cornford once be longed broke u p  over 
(among  othe r  th i ngs)  the  g rav i tat ion  of Cornford and  othe rs 
toward the  hyper-determ i n i st kook-eco n o m ism of the  m id -70's 
LaRouch ists .  ( P rev ious ly ,  For  O u rse lves - without ,  as To m 
Ward a n d  G reg D u n n i ngton te l l  m e ,  any  se r ious  i n put  f ro m  
Cornfo rd - p rod uced the  exce l lent  com m u n i st ego i st essay 
The Right  to be G reedy, n ow ava i l ab le  i n  a Loo m pan ics  repr i nt . ) 

6 .  The  i n i t i a l ,  fake- i n g e n uous  react i o n  to t h i s  po i n t  was that ,  
g ee ,  nobody ever cr i t i c ized tec h n o l ogy ,  we're a l l  ears !  We now 
k now that PW h as s u ppressed cr i t i q u es of i n dustr ia l  tec h no logy  
s i nce 1 98 1 . I n  fact Br ian  Kane ,  w h o  add ressed a p red o m i nant ly  
f r iend l y  l etter to PW back then  wh ich  took issue w i th  the  p ro­
tech effus ions  of (se l f-e m p loyed com pute r  consu l ta n t) Tom 
Athanas i o u ,  was th reate n ed by Ca r lsson and  M a n n i n g  wi th  the  
asse rt i o n  that "Tom Atha n as i o u  i s  n ot a pac i f i s t ! "  (And  i nd eed 
h e  i sn 't .  I n  the  off i c i a l  Aba lone  A l l i ance newspaper wh ich  P W  
a l so contro ls ,  Athanas i o u ,  act u a l l y  e n d o rses a U . S .  Government  
n uc l ea r  a rsena l  a n d  h i g h-tech " Peop les '  Star Wars"  
com puter ized m iss i l e  weapon ry .  And  h e  p ract ices what  h e  
d oesn 't p reach ,  h e  t r ied a n d  fa i led t o  j u m p  m e  from beh i nd 
outs ide  my res i d ence i n  N ovem be r  1 984 . )  

7 .  T h e  fate o f  these i n d i v idua l s ,  w h o m  I t h e n  v iewed a s  PW's 
pos i t i ve s ide ,  i s  i n st ruct ive .  Ward hasn ' t  cont r ibuted to PW i n  
years .  Ne i ther  has Jam rock ,  w h o  c h aracter ized Cornford 's 
reb u tta l to th is review as " pathet ic . " Bae r ,  PWs one-ti me 
workhorse p ri nter ,  s l i n ked away h o p i n g  h e r  d efect ion  wou l d  
pass u n not iced ( i t  d i d n ' t ) .  O n ly Gebb ie  rema i ns ,  pres u mab ly  
because she  i s  Co rnford 's g i r l -fr ie n d .  

8 .  S i nce th i s  revi ew appeared , PW h a s  degenerated i nto a 
l eft ist c u l t ,  c o m b i n i n g  v io len t  attacks w i th  po l i ce  s n i tc h i n g  i n  a 
com preh�ns ive cam paig n  to e l i m i nate i ts Bay Area cr i t i cs .  I ts 
acco m p l i sh ments to date i nc l ude  batte ry, b u rg la ry ,  robbery, 
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perj u ry ,  ha rass ment  and  ab u se of p rocess ( P W  had deployed a 
corporate l aw f i rm w h i c h  has demanded , a m o n g  othe r  t h i ngs ,  
an i nj u nct ion  aga i nst my " menti o n i n g "  Processed World - but  
w i thout  su ccess ) .  By and  l arge the  "ant i -author i ta r ian"  m i l ie u  
st i l l  bends  over f o r  P W, a l t h o u g h  there i s  s o m e  s ma l l  resi stance .  
As for  myse l f ,  P W's lawyers, goons  and  m oney h ave ob l i ged m e  
t o  m ove e l sewhere ,  a t  g reat cost.  Anybody w h o  t h i n ks the 
anarc h i st/ant i -auth o r i tar ian  m i l i eu  wou l d  of cou rse ral ly  to my 
defense o bvi ous ly  h as n 't fatho med anyt h i n g  I 've sa id  i n  th i s  
book .  

( 1 985) 
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REVIEW OF " CONAN" 

W e  went  t o  catch "Conan the  Barbar ian"  at a m i d-day barga i n 
mat i nee ,  we l l -attended by othe r  l aya bouts too. The  f l i c k  is s u re 
to engender  cascades of cr i t ica l  condescens ion ,  n ot ent i re ly  
u nwarranted , but  I l i ked i t  bette r  than  any f i l m revi ew I ever h ope 
to see,  even t h i s  one.  Let me stra i g hten out  the mandar i ns  o n  a 
few po i nts .  

The Hearst rev i ewer ca l l s  Conan " the com i c-st r i p  hero ,"  but 
that's m is lead i ng except as a d isp lay of the  l i m its of h i s  
eru d i t i o n .  T h e  l i terat i never not ice a n y  k i n d  o f  popu la r  c u l t u re 
u nt i l  i t 's d ead o r  d y i n g  (at t h e i r  hands ,  as often as n ot) , be i t  
E l izabethan  d rama or  p u n k  rock .  So i t  i s  w i th  t h e  p u l p  f i ct i on  of 
the 1 920s and '30s . The Eng l i sh  p rofesso rs h ave be lated ly  
accorded a m odest rest i ng-p lace i n  the i r l i terary mauso l e u m  to  
the  h o rror fantas i st H . P . Lovecraft, perhaps because h e  has n o  
successors worth a d a m n .  B u t  they i g no re h i s  f r i end  Robert E .  
H oward , n otwithsta n d i n g  the  i m peccab le  c redent ia ls  o f  h is 
antecedents such  as W i l l iam M o rr is  and  Lord D u nsany.  Yet 
H oward c reated the swo rd-and-so rcery spec i es of the hero ic  
fan tasy genus ,  w h i c h  st i l l  h as e m i nent  p ract i t i oners ( Fr i tz 
Le i ber ,  M i ch ae l  Moorcoc k ,  Jack  Vance)  today; and  h is c reat ion  
Conan  i s  a n  arc hetype l i ke ly  to l u rk i n  p o p u l a r  awareness as  
long  as  Sher lock  Ho l mes o r  F ra n kenste i n .  

H oward was at least as effect ive a story-te l le r  as Lovec raft , 
p robab ly  m o re so ,  bu t  what sets h i m  apart f rom the  othe r  we i rd 
wr i te rs i n  h i s  better work i s  a hero ic  fata l i s m  w h i c h  is u tte r ly  
p i t i l ess,  sta rk  and  u n romant ic .  

H oward , u n l i ke h is enfeeb led cont i n uators L .  S p rag ue  de  
Camp and L in  Carter ,  st ressed the  sword s i d e  of swo rd a n d  
sorcery; t he  sorcery s ide  i s  today a n  e m barrassment ,  t he  
p layg ro u n d  of i l l i te rates l i ke Carter  and  lesb ian  d octr i n a i res l i ke 
E l izabeth Lyn n  ( the o n l y  i m portant  except io n :  t he  i n i m itabl e  
Jack Vance ) .  

H oward's o bsess ion  w i t h  v io lence - mean i ng less ,  yet a rea l 
" peak exper ience"  i n  a wor ld str i p ped of authent ic  adventu re -
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i s  su rpr is i n g l y  " modern , "  d esp i te the  p re-At lantean sett i n g .  T h e  
m o v i e  i s  genera l l y  fa it h fu l  to  t h e  Howard or ig i na l ,  u p  to a p o i n t .  
The  b l ood-and-g uts a r e  sat isfy i n g  i f  ( l i ke me)  you l i ke that sort 
of th i n g .  As C h ri s  Estey says , i t 's  " h ack work" i n  every sense.  
The  l i m b- lopp i n g  i s  actua l l y  m i n i ma l  compared to the  H oward 
sto r ies a n d ,  for  that matte r ,  m ost Peck i n pah  o r  sam u ra i  o r  
recent ho rror movies .  ( However ,  i t  su ff i ced t o  render  
"confus i n g "  to the  S a n  Francisco Bay G uardian 's snobb i sh ,  yet­
supersens i t i ve rev iewer a p l ot any e i g h t-year-o l d  can fo l l ow . )  
Essent i a l ly ,  t he  mov ie  i s  the  story of Conan 's revenge  on  the  
so rcerer who w i ped out  h is c l an  and  ens laved h i m .  Arno ld  
Schwarzenegger  acts as we l l  as  he  needs to  ( not very) as  
Cona n .  And  J a m es Ear l  J ones d oes Darth  Vade r  aga i n w i th  h is 
usua l  a p l o m b ,  t h i s  t i me  as Conan 's nemes is ,  a 1 000-yea r o l d  J i m  
Joneso i d  weresnake .  There are some d iscordant notes -
i ncongruous  co l loq u i a l i sms ;  a wrest le  w i th  demons  who look  
l i ke a i r-brushed G u m b ies ;  some too-o bv ious  r i p-offs f rom 
Seven Samurai, the  Star Wars m ovies and  even Blazing Saddles 
- but  n oth i ng r u i n o us .  As a story the  mov ie  wo rks.  Why wa i t  20 
years t i l l  the  cr i t i cs perm i t  you to watch a B mov ie when you ca n 
beat the rush n ow? 

The rea l  shortco m i n g ,  t h o u g h  you 'd  never k now i t  from the  
usua l  corpo rate/"a l ternat ive"  med i a  rev i ews, i s  that the  f i g u re of 
Conan is d i m i n ished . To a d e g ree,  he 's  proper ly portrayed as 
fe roc ious yet i n n ocent ,  as u ntamed yet u n cor rupted , am ora l  b ut 
n ot evi l (offered an  am u l et aga inst evi l ,  h e  s m i rks ,  " I  am evi l " ) . 
B ut he 's too m u c h  the  v ict i m aven g i n g  vi l l a i n y, desp i te 
i nc i denta l  thefts , debauches and  sacr i leges .  The mov ie  wi l l  be  
l i kened to Star Wars - wro n g ly ,  s i n ce Conan f i g h ts for  n o  cause 
but  h is own and  cou l d n 't be m o re fore i g n  to the  an t isept i c  h i g h­
tech bu reaucrat i c m o ra l i s m  of the  L u cas f l i cks ,  t h ose warm-u ps 
for World War I l l  - fo r u n fo rtunate l y  i t  d oes n 't fu l l y  revea l  
Conan as  the  barbarous-but-wo r l d l y  adventu rer .  

The rea l Conan i s  a skept ic  and  h ater of  p r i ests, b ut avo ids  
g ratu i tous b l asphemy l i ke ly  to rouse dormant  ev i l s ;  t h e  real 
Conan retu rns an  i nj u ry with i nterest but i sn 't an  Ah ab- l i k e  
o bsess ive a s  i n  the  f i l m .  O bv ious ly  C o n a n  appea ls  t o  anyone 
st i f led by soc ia l  constra i nts ;  to those who 'd  l i ke to st r i ke  out  
d i rect ly  at oppress ions  a n d  i n d i g n it i es ass u m i n g  a conve n ient ly  
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tan g i b l e  form;  to s/he who w ishes a n  i n d iv i dua l  c o u l d  st i l l  make 
a d i fference by a persona l  act .  Conan can be ha rs h  bu t  he 's  no 
hypocr i te .  H e  m i g ht stea l you r  jewe ls  bu t  h e  won 't po l l ute you r 
sou l .  

Organ ize r-act i vo i d s  d is m iss fan tasy a s  "esca p ist , " f u l l y  
j ust i fy i n g  J . R . R . To l k i e n 's rej o i nder :  "What c lass of  m e n  wou l d  
you expect t o  b e  m ost p reocc u pi ed w i th ,  a n d  m ost h ost i l e  to ,  
the  i dea of escape? J a i l e rs . "  

Fantasy and  f reedo m :  t h e i r  organ i c  nexus was ev iden t  t o  
Charl es Fou r ier ;  to  the  Marx ist  fantas i st W i l l ia m  M o rr is ;  t o  
R uss ian Anarcho-Futu r i sts who - ant ic i pat i n g  H oward's very 
nomenc latu re !  -ca l l ed themse lves "Anarc h o-Hyperboreans . "  
And yet the  sectar ians  stood arou n d  stu pi f ied  i n  1 968 when  the  
F rench  staged t h e i r  epocha l  genera l  str i ke  a n d  t r um peted the  
s logan "Al l power to the  i mag i nat i o n . "  

The  n o t i o n  o f  redem pt ion  t h ro u g h  an  i n d i v i d ua l  act of w i l led 
v io lence i s  p layed out  by now ( th o u g h  the  i n h i b i ted may st i l l  f i n d  
i t  therapeut i c ) .  

I n sofa r as v io lence h a s  been co l l ect iv ised a n d  
depersona l ized , the  pass ion  h as gone  ou t  of i t ,  except f o r  t h e  
spectators .  I n  t he  S o u t h  At lan t ic ,  teams of tech n ic ians  take 
tu rns o b l i terat i n g  each other  by push i n g  buttons .  "Sm art" 
bombs b l ow away stu p i d  peop l e: i t's sheep f i g h t i n g  over sheep .  
Even as Magg ie  Thatcher  do ing W i n ston C h u rc h i l l - i n-d rag fa i l s  
t o  outd raw " Evita , " t he  junta l earns i t 's eas ie r  t o  make Argen t i ne  
d i ss idents " d i sappear" than  Br i t i sh  t roops.  

O u r  t i mes p ro d u ce o n ly ersatz barbar ians .  I nte l l ectua l  jades 
may get off o n  the  i nsensate fu ry of t he  V i k i n g  berserkers ,  b u t  
t h i s  cent u ry w e  h ave to sett le  f o r  b u reaucrat i c  bruta l i tar i a n i s m  
i m persona l ly  ad m i n i stered b y  hacks l i ke A l exander  H a i g ,  Po l  
Pot  a n d  D ianne  Fe i nste i n .  

Pseudo- barbar ian t heatr ics ended i n  a wh i m pe r: t h e  Futu r ists 
went Fasc ist ,  t he  S u rrea l i sts went  Sta l i n ist ,  t he  p u n ks went  New 
Wave a n d  re-entered art schoo l .  Why the  attract i o n  fo r 
i mag i na ry barbar is m ?  Because "c i v i l izat i on  becomes m o re 
od ious  as i t  nears i ts end"  ( Fo u r ie r) , and  the  barbar ian  non­
a l ternat i ve seems - cleaner. 

Where i s  Conan when we need h i m? 

( 1 982) 
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G ROWN-UPS SAY THE DARNDEST 
THINGS 

O n  M ay 20 ,  1 982 ,  the  barnsto rm i n g  Amer ican Renewa l  Ra l l y ,  
d ed icated to " pos i t ive th i n k i ng , "  reached San F ranc i sco .  I t  was 
h e l d ,  aptly enoug h ,  in the Cow Palace.  

Art L i n k letter and othe r  l u m i nar ies from the  o pt i m i s m  i nd ustry 
to l d  th ousands of c rewcut  b u l letheaded zom b i es (and the i r 
"ga ls" )  what they wanted to hea r: When  you w ish  u po n  a star ,  
makes n o  d iffere n ce who you are . . .  except that ,  as one speaker 
sa i d ,  anyone pay i n g  $ 1 5-o n - u p  to be there was a l ready a 
"w in ner" :  "The losers don 't show."  T h e  marks l apped i t  u p .  

B u t  before g o i n g  i nto a l l  that ,  let  m e  confess m y  b ias a t  the  
o utset . 

D iane  was a lways my favorite L i n k letter .  

We k n ew we were in  fo r i t  j ust by t rudg i ng t h ro u g h  the  par k i n g  
l ot .  There we re t o o  many p iss-poor ly persona l ized l icense 
p lates;  too many f i sh-s i g n s  and oth e r  C h r ist ian  c laptrapp i ngs .  ( I  
was i n  d rag myse l f ,  sport i ng  a 40 cent " Good C it izen " button . )  

I ns ide ,  t h e  aud ience rem i n ded me  o f  t h e  n ewcaster's puzz led 
reference to the  g h o u l s  in  Night of the L iving Dead: "They look 
so - ordinary. " The f i rst i ns p i rat iona l  o rato r  spoke m o re t ru ly  
than h e  k new when  h e  remarke d ,  " I t 's amaz i n g  what you can d o  
w i t h  n oth i ng . "  

A l th o u g h  t h e  speakers pa id  respects from t i m e  to t i m e  t o  God ,  
cou ntry ,  fam i l y  and  espec ia l l y  free enterpr ise ,  i t  was n 't rea l l y  a 
re l i g ious  o r  po l i t ica l  ral ly .  I t  was m o re l i ke the  M o ra l  M ajor i ty 's 
vers ion  of the  h u ma n  potent ia l  m ove me nt .  

Accord i ng to a s h ow of hands,  a l m ost half  the aud ience was 
" i n  sa les , " and the  speakers a l l  i d ent i f ied  t h emse lves as 
sa lesmen .  T h e  p i tch : get so l d  on you rse l f  so you can se l l  to 
others .  A ttitude d ete rm i nes image, w h i c h  determ i nes success. 

A recu rrent  theme ,  as Robert Sch u l le r  o f the  " H o u r  of Power" 
TV m i n istry put  i t ,  was: " I m poss i b l e  i s  a d i rty word . "  You can be 
what you want to be.  I n  th is  st range  wo r ld  of R otary C l u b  
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su rreal i s m ,  o bj ect i ve rea l i ty scarce ly  exists .  " M o n ey f lows l i ke 
water to i d eas . "  Z i g  Z i g l a r  ended h is sp ie l  as he  a lways d oes:  
"See you at the top . "  But how can there be a top w i thout  a 
bottom ?  

O n e  of the  f u n n ie r  s peakers was the  motormouthed I ra H ays , 
t he  "Am bassado r  of Enth us ias m " :  the  M C  a n n o u nced that h i s  
speech wou ld d i spense 1 1 7 g reat se l l i n g  i deas.  T h e  m ost b ruta l  
cyn ic of the  b u n c h ,  Hays p u s h e d  h a rd-se l l  h a rassment  
tec h n i q ues ak i n to b ra i n was h i n g .  H e  o bserved that there 's l i tt l e  
real d i fferen ce between m ost com pet i n g  com mod i t ies .  The  
sa lesman 's j o b  i s  to se l l  an  idea arb i t rar i l y  attached to the  
p rod uct .  

" H ow do you get peop l e  to d o  what you want them to do?"  By 
Conform ity ( "What 's wro n g  w i th  i t?"  h e  cr ied ) ,  Com pet i t i o n ,  and 
I dent i ty (getti n g  oth e rs to recogn ize you r  i mage) . S i nce 
anyt h i n g  you wr i te d ow n  w i l l  come true ,  make a l i st .  "Success i s  
n oth i n g  but  a set  of  s k i l ls . "  (Or  as  A rt L i n k l etter later b l eate d ,  
" T h e  d ict i o nary i s  the  on ly  p lace where s uccess comes before 
work . " )  

Z ig  Z i g l a r, evident ly  a s u perstar o n  the  c i rcu i t ,  exp la i ned that 
you "can change  what you a re by chan g i n g  what g oes i nto you r 
m i nd , "  such  as i t  i s .  To Z i g ,  l i fe i s  l i ke a sewer: "The i n pu t  
d ete rm i nes the  o utput . " I n  a fo l ksy southern  fake-hearty 
man ner ,  he asked : " H ave you f i led you r  c la i m on  what l i fe h as to 
offer? " ( N o ,  j ust a n  u ne m p loyment  co m p  c la i m .  I ' m  a lso 
th i n k i n g  of f i l i ng m y  teet h . )  A l l i t  takes to p reva i l  i s  a pos i t i ve 
att i tude .  Don 't cal l i t  a n  "a larm c l ock" :  i t 's  a n  opportunity clock, 
Dagwood ! Don 't be a la rmed ! And  that mach i n e  that reg u lates 
traff i c  is ( that's r i g ht )  a "go f i g ht . " Z i g l a r  re lated an i nane  a n d  
u n d o u bted l y  apocrypha l  a necdote about  i n ne r-c i ty students 
stra i g htened out by some S k i n n e rian  re i nforcement  scheme o n  
t h e  theme " I  Can ! "  B u t  he  neve r  answe red t h e  rea l q uestion ;  
Why Should I?  

T h e  s l i c kest speaker  was Den i s  Wai t ley ,  a honey-to n g ued 
h o m i l i st w h o  sounds l i ke D ick Cavett o r  the  "Ha l"  com p uter i n  
2001 - n ot i nappro pr iate ly ,  s i nce h e  s u pposed l y  h e l ped t ra i n  
t h e  ast ronauts f o r  t h e  moon-d o g g ie some yea rs bac k .  Wait ley 
won 't d ebate you r taste in  ba it as long as you swa l low the  hook :  
" I f  you don ' t  l isten to the  B i b le ,  l isten to what the  psych i atr ists 
say . "  Wi th  a f i nger  i n  every p i e- i n-t he-sky - futu r i sm ,  pop 
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psycho logy ,  the  Wisdom of the  East - Wait ley cou ld do  a New 
Age n u m be r  w i th  m i n i ma l  resh u ff l i n g  of  catch p h rases . 

Every cr i s i s ,  he  a rgued ,  i s  an opport u n ity:  worse i s  better i n  
t h i s ,  the  very best of a l l  poss i b l e  wor lds .  I n  h i s  Ve lveeta-smooth 
vo ice ,  h e  shame less ly  f latte red the  a u d ience as "wi n ne rs" :  "You 
and  1 , "  he  sa i d ,  " have the  edge o n  the  rest . "  " H a rd e n i n g  of the 
att i tudes , "  h e  sa i d ,  " i s  a d ead l y  d i sease . "  Aphor i sms ,  
a necdotes ,  stat is t ics - t h i s  m e l low fe l low has someth i n g  for  
everyone :  everyone ,  that is ,  who a l ready h as someth i n g .  

Least b u t  n ot l ast was D o u g  S narr ,  w h o ,  t o  my s u rpr ise ,  was 
the o n ly p i tch man who h ad the contr ived vo i ce-t rem o rs a n d  
othe r  affectat ions  of you r garden-var iety rad io  evange l ist .  T h e  
reason th i s  w i n d bag g o t  o n  stage a t  a l l  was apparent ly the  o l d  " i f  
y o u  don ' t  l et me  p itch ,  you can ' t  use my bal l "  phenomeno n :  
S narr Com m u n i cat ions  ( o f  Sa l t  Lake C ity) i s  t h e  sponsor  o f  the  
Amer ican  Renewal Ra l ly .  

We ret reated to the  S ky Room for d r i n ks for m ost of h is 
performance .  From adjacent tab l es we'd overhear a n  occas iona l  
word  l i ke " leaseback" o r  " res i dua l s . "  S narr  d roned o n ,  c la i m i n g  
t o  h ave overcome stutter i n g ,  b u t  he  was n o  Demosthenes .  For  
s h eer  ted i u m ,  snori n g  th roug h  S narr  can o n ly be com pared wi th  
performance art at  La M a m e l l e . I t  was S na rr ,  i n  fact, who  gave 
the game away: he u rged us to " re-p rog ram "  o u rse lves. 

The big d raw was, of cou rse, A rt L i n k l etter, st i l l  te l l i n g  the  
same o l d  stu p id  stor ies of f ive-yea r-o l d s  fu n n ie r  than  he' l l  ever 
be .  K ids  a re pos i t ive ,  says L i n k ; ad u lts a re negat ive .  Learn to 
l i ste n ,  says L i n k ;  i t 's  th e secret of successfu l  se l l i n g .  I won d e r  i f  
he l i stened to D iane .  

Lest I be acc used of bad  taste (a charge  I f ree ly  p l ead g u i l ty 
to) , let  me  po i n t  out that no one - n ot even D i v i n e  in h i s/her  t i t l e  
ro le  i n  The Diane L inkletter Story - exp l o its D i a n e  as cyn ica l l y  
as  Daddy  does.  H e  rete l ls and  reta i l s  h e r  sorry story a t  every 
stop on the opt i m i s m  c i rcu i t .  H e's so ld  her s u ffe r i ngs  over a n d  
over g ai n .  I m ay be behav i n g  abo m i nab ly ,  bu t  there 's t h i s  
d i fference between me  and Art L i n k l etter: I ' m  n ot gett i n g  r i ch  off 
anybody's agony .  

Actua l ly ,  Art 's  post h u mous  p rosti tu t ion  of h is  dead daug hter  
i s  fa i r ly l ow-key. At f i rst, he  says ,  h e  went o n  the  warpath with 
h is  ant i -drug crusade - as i f  be i n g  Art L i n k l etter's daug hter 
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weren 't reason enoug h ,  d rugs  or  n o  d rugs ,  to s n uff i t .  Bu t  late r 
h e  rea l ized h is tact ics were i n effect ive ,  so he  switched over to 
sel l i ng the pos i t i ve-t h i n k i ng i d eo l ogy  as a d ru g-su rrogate. i 'd 
h ave cons idered i t  t ri te to say that " re l i g i on i s  the  op iate of the  
peop le"  i f  i t  weren 't for  t he  fact t hat o n e  speaker afte r another  
touted the  " n at u ra l  h i g h "  to be had from pos i t i ve th i n k i n g  -
chemica l ly i nd i st i n g u ishab le  from m o rp h i ne ,  accord i n g  to 
Den is  Wa i t ley .  So why n ot bypass the  bana l i ty by popp i n g  a p i l l ?  

L i n k  re lated an  a necdote: 

A l i t t le old lady accosted h i m  on the street once and sa i d :  " I f  

w e  weren 't n o body,  you wou l d n 't be anybody ."  That s u m s  up 
c i p hers l i ke L i n k letter .  H e's famous  because he 's  a ce lebri ty ,  
and he's a ce l eb ri ty because h e's famous .  

I ra Hays is  r ig ht :  rea l i ty's receded , i t ' s  a l l  a m i nd game where 
the  w i n n e r  i s  the  one  who se l ls  a n  i mage of h i mse l f .  So who the  
h e l l  i s  Art L i n k l etter to abuse the  u nexorcised spectre of " '60s 
mad ness"? That epoch was awash with i l l us ions  but i t  l ooks 
g ood com pa red to '70s somno lence and  '80s i na n i ty .  

The  po l i t ics  of pos i t i ve t h i n k i ng were more ass u med than  
asserted a t  the  ra l ly ,  bu t  i f  you cared to l ook ,  you 'd  see  the  s ku l l  
beneath the  s k i n .  Z i g  Z i g l a r  sa id: "We don 't need t o  j u st g ive o u r  
P res i dent  a chance ,  w e  need t o  g ive h i m  a h a n d . "  

H e  c a n  have the  back o f  m i ne !  

The  on ly  soci a l  p rob lems ever referred to were i nf lat ion  and 
h i g h  i nte rest rates - but  you h ave to h ave m oney to worry 
what's happe n i n g  to i t .  

There's a l esson i n  th i s  encaps u lat io n  for  those who i n hab i t  
l eft i st/h i p p ie/p u n k  po l i t i co-c u l tu ra l  g h ettos: the  b i m bos h ave 
their se l f-conta i n ed systems ,  too. Tens of m i l l i ons  of kitsch­
c u l t u re Pi n k  Boys n ever went th ro u g h  the "changes" you boast 
of s u rv iv i n g .  

They ' re j ust a s  so l i ps is t ic  as you a re and  there a re a l ot m o re 
of t h e m .  You ,  too,  m outh  p l at i tudes about  att i t udes .  Wise u p !  
A n d  G o d  b l ess !  

( 1 982) 
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THE CULT TO END ALL CULTS 

by Rev. St. Mahatma Propagandhi 

The Book of the SubG enius, by T h e  S u bG en i us Fou ndat i o n .  
N ew York :  M c G raw-H i l l ,  1 983 . $9.95 (o r  $ 1 1 postpa id  f ro m  t h e  
Foundat i on ) .  

The Stark Fist o f  Removal, N o .  40,  Vo l .  1 7  ( 1 983) .  $ 3  postpa i d 
f ro m  T h e  S u bG en i us Found at ion , PO Box 1 40306, Da l l as ,  TX 
752 1 4 .  

D isda in fu l o f  d iarrhea l i ty? T i red o f  T r i l ateral  tyran ny? D o  you 
th i n k  extre m i s m  in  the  p u rs u i t  of v ice  i s  a v i rtue? A n d  that 
Day l i g ht Sav i n g s  T i m e  i s  a dangerous tam per i n g  w i th  cos m i c  
fo rces? Q u ite poss i b ly  T h ey are read i ng you r m ai l ;  T h ey may 
even be writing i t .  "Po l i t i cs"  as we k n ow i t  can ' t  even c i rc u m cise 
the  t i p of the  i ceberg , and  " re l i g i o n "  in  any fo rm i s  j ust the  j oy­
b uzzer of a petu lant  soc iopath w i th  a puer i l e  sense of h u m o r. I n  
other  words,  you were r i g ht a n d  T h ey were wro n g  a l l  a l o n g .  A n d  
y o u  a re n ot a l o n e .  You are,  m o reover, a S u bGen i us .  

I n  the 1 950's ,  a sa lesman named J . R .  " Bob"  Dobbs 
exper ienced a ser ies of v i s ions  - a n  Emac u l at ion  - l i ft i n g  the  
c u rta i n  o n  the  extraterrestr ia l  i nf l uences w h i c h  have shaped and 
warped our  d est i n ies s i n ce befo re p re h i story.  A n  E .T .  whom we 
know as  J ehovah-1  (o r  Wotan ) , p robab ly  a j uven i le d e l i nq uent ,  
h as been m a n i p u lat i n g  ou r b io logy a n d  h istory for  eons ,  for 
kicks . T h i s  " mad a l i e n  from so me corpo rate s i n  ga laxy" i s  
beh i nd a l l  t he  consp i rac ies you ever heard o f ,  bu t - a s  the  Book 
of the SubGenius avers :  " O h ,  a l l  that r i g h t  w i n g  stuff about the 
Counc i l o n  Fore i g n  Re lat ions  i s  t rue e n ou g h .  The wor ld  is r u n  
by rich, old, white, ugly men . . .  but  t h ey ' re j u st t h e  plant  
supervisors of th is  He l l Factory Eart h . "  The  catt l e  m ut i l at ions  
are cause for  concern , bu t  the  H o l l ow Earth  Saucer  Naz is  aren ' t  
the  on ly  o r  even the  worst of those respon s i b le .  To be b l u nt ,  the  
h u man  race is  c ru i s i n '  fo r a bru is i n '  a n d  the  stu p i d  i nsen sate 
serv i tors of the Consp i racy, the P i n k  Boys, a re houndin ' for a 
poundin '. 
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We have to master the  secrets of T i m e  Contro l ,  and  t i m e  i s  
g rowi n g  short .  An  u n p recedented seq uence of g rotesque  
catastrop h es ,  an  Endt ime  is i m m i nent ,  and  when J HVA-1 
reaches d own to goose us  wi th  h is Sta rk F i st of Removal , ou r 
best hope i s  that " Bob" Dobbs and  the  S u bGen i i  are ready to 
d ic ker from a pos i t ion  of strength  when oth er  a l iens ,  the X i sts,  
d rop  by on  J u ly 5,  1 998 (at 7 :00 a . m . ) .  J ust check out  the  
" Date l i ne for  Dom i nat ion"  i n  the  Book, you ' l l  see  that Wotan 's  
really f ixed our has h :  unless the  S u bGen i i  f ind themse lves a n d  
ra l l y  t o  Dobbs' ban ner, t he  k n i fed c l ock  w i t h  w i ngs .  

N ot that we ( I  refer to "we , "  not  ou r P ink  enem ies ,  " U S")  have 
to wait  fo r that chaos m ic rave-u p  when the P i n ks and the fake 
Su bGen i i ,  the  "Bobb ies , "  learn too l ate that you can ' t  g et t i ckets 
fo r an  X ist saucer r ide  at any BASS out let .  Dobbs and  h is earth ly  
C h u rch  f i r m l y  be l i eve that g rat i f i cat ion  de layed i s  g rat i f i cat i on  
den ied .  The  i m med iate a n d  u l t i m ate object ives a re one  and  the  
same ,  and  i t  i s  Slack. Pos i ng i s  po in t less :  t rue S u bG en i i  a re 
born , not made ( the  C h u rc h ,  h eavi ly  i nto soc iobuyology,  
teaches that S u bGen i i  a re descendants of the  Yet i ,  a l be i t  ta i nted 
by h u man  ad m ixt u re } ,  t hough  the i r evo l u t ion  toward the  
OverMan stage may be fu rthe red by G l an dscap i n g ,  Persona l i ty 
Bypass and the T h i rd N ostr i l s u rgeri es carr ied out at the  
Dobbstown j u n g le retreat i n  M a l ays ia .  I n  oth er  words ,  " P u l l  the  
woo l  over  you r  own eyes . "  

P i n ks are everywhere ( aren ' t  T h ey? ) ,  b u t  espec i a l l y  preva lent  
at certa i n  nerd nodes o r  power  po i nts l i ke corporate 
board rooms ,  poet ry read i ngs ,  v ideo arcades , vot i n g  booths a n d  
sc ience f ic t ion  convent ions .  T h ey s n i ff every g i lded n e u rose, 
t hey hear the same d ru m mer, t hey never "go too far ." They th i n k  
you can h ave barbeq u e  wi thout  t h e  h ot sauce .  A s  "Bob"  says of 
the P i n k :  "You can enter  h i s  wor ld  any t i m e  you l i ke but h e  
d oesn ' t  even k now YO U R S  i s  TH ERE. "  They not on ly  work, 
T h ey believe in work. T hey've been r i d i n g  h i g h  on  the hog ,  
hogg i n g  the  h i g hs wi th  the  h e l p  of i nterga lact ic Bad  S hepherds 
who were j ust fatte n i n g  them fo r market .  I f  t h ey be l i eve in Jesus 
i t 's  the  Sesame Street, M isterogers'  a n d ro i d ,  not any  of the  rea l 
J es i i ;  t hey i d o l ize the  L i te  Jesus ,  t he  Tofu Jesus of the  Fa lse 
C h r ist ians ,  not the  XYY C h romoso me Jesus ,  t he  Estate-Bott led 
J esus ,  the  J ismat ic  Jesus ,  t he  3-D Jesus ,  the  SS i ch opath Jesus ,  
the  86 'd  J esus ,  t he  State-of-th e-Art ( n ot the  A rt-of-th e  State) 
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Jesus ,  the  G oat-Jesus who wasn 't a Capr icorn !  The  J esus (says 
the  Book) "who d i d n 't get n a i l ed . "  

I n  other  words,  i f  you r q u est i s  for  perv-ect i o n ,  i f  y o u  want  
m o re and better sex ,  i f  yo u t h i n k  there is  a f ree l u n c h ,  maybe 
even a N aked L u n c h ,  then  you need to k now what you r genes 
are s i lent ly  s h r iek i n g ,  to wi t ,  t hat "Bob"  h e l ps those who h e l p  
themse lves to everything t hat i sn 't nailed down . W h i c h  is  o n l y  t o  
say, "There is a Heaven ,  and  y o u  can buy  you r  way i n to i t . " 

The Book of the Sub G enius, t he  oste n s i b l y  "com merc ia l , " 
out reach antho logy of S u bG e n i u s  rant i ngs  has u n dergone  
Consp i racy censorsh ip ,  but  what  They  o verlooked i s  m o re 
i ns id ious  than  what m ost so-ca l l ed avant  garde  revo l u t ionary 
u pch uck i ngs had to show for themse lves i n  the  f i rst p l ace .  ( O n e  
( by C h u rch standards)  i n nocuous  cartoon earned the  M o ' F u c k  
C h u rc h  i n  Da l las a house-ca l l  f ro m  the  Sec ret Serv ice ,  a n d  t h i s  
i s  n o t  a joke . )  I t 's  O K  t o  buy  the  Book even i f  you ' re n ot s u re i t 's  
r ight  for  you because ,  as Dobbs o n ce exp la i ned to L .  R o n  
H u bbard ,  "S u re,  t hey ' re P i n k ,  bu t  the i r m o ney i s  green . "  Look :  
L i fe is  a cos m i c  t raff i c  t i c ket . . .  bu t  " Bob" can f ix  i t .  ( B ut n ot fo r 
everybody,  n ot for  the  I l l u m i n ati  who make u p  a l l t h ose l i g ht bu l b  
jokes. ) And  d o n 't b e  pu t  off b y  the  word "S u bG e n i us , "  some of 
us  a re actua l ly smarter than  t hat ; but that's n ot the point. A l l  
S u bG en i i  a re a l i ke ,  b u t  n o t  i n  t h e  sa me way, whereas the  
" Bobb ies" ( to  be p i t i ed and  p i l fe red :  f l eeced bu t  n ot f layed ) 
make a show of be i n g  d i fferent ,  w i thout  ever be i n g  distinctive .  

At th i s  po in t  you a re e i ther  p u n c h i n g  o ut "91 1 "  on you r  
P r i ncess phone ,  o r  e l se d i scover i n g  w i th  a mazement  that the  
Book's p unthe ist i c  prof u n d i t ies  i n c l ude  t h i n g s  that  you 've sa i d  
(o r  a t  least thoug ht )  yo u rse l f .  T h i s  i s  b ut the  a rcane work i n g  of 
what Zack Rep l i ca  of the C h u rc h  of the Co i n c i denta l  Metaphor  
has denom i nated the  H e n n y  Jung  C o l l ect ive H u m o r  
U nconsc ious .  S u b G e n i i  are ,  by the  way, ad ro i t  i m p roperators of 
such  d iv i natory dev ices as read i ng T-b i l l s ,  n u mero logy ,  
anagrams ,  and  Word Go l f  ( " P u n k" to " P i n k , "  fo r i n stance ,  i s  a 
h o le- i n-one) . L i ke watch i ng late- n i g h t  TV o r  pe rfo rm i n g  the r i te 
of Exc re M ed i tat i o n  on the T h rone  of E l i m i n at i o n ,  t hese 
exorcizes a re bu t  a few of the  many b readcru m b-strewn psych o  
paths t o  B u d d hada .  For  eac h Yet i-spawned S u bG e n i us ,  a ided 
by h is own shord u persavs ( short-d u rat i o n  persona l  sav iors)  
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f i n d s  a spec ia l  way to "Bob"  a n d  S lack .  T h i s  i s  what the  
" Bo b b i es" wi l l  n ever f i g u re out ,  what the  see m i n g l y  l ess 
o rthodox Other  M utants ( p re- and ext ra-S u bG e n i us  l oose ly­
aff i l i ated he res iarchs)  d i sce rn , that you have to kill "Bob " i f  you 
rea l ly wan na l i ve and l i ve i t  up, for  " Bob"  wi l l  r i se aga i n in h i s  
o w n  sweet t i m e  a n d  than k yo u fo r n ot be i n g  a d i sci p l e-type sap . 
I ndeed , every l oca l  co n-g regat ion  (o r  " k lench" )  i s  ob l i ged to 
schizm sooner  or  later ,  for reasons you wi l l  never u n d e rsta nd if 
they are n 't a l ready obv ious .  

F ro m  t h i s  overd rawn accou nt you m ig h t  t h i n k  the C h u rc h  i s  a 
b i t  cerebra l ,  bu t  i n  s u rrea l i ty i ts salons a n d  sa loons a re one  a n d  
t h e  same ,  as c o m e s  out  (yes,  desp i te the  C h u rc h 's com m i tment  
to  Pat ri o-Psychot ic  Anarc h o M ate ri a l i s m ,  gays a re we lcome and 
run  at least one  k lench , the  C h u rc h  of  the P rofuse D i sc h a rge)  i n  
The Stark Fist o f  Removal.  I n  t h i s  h o use o rgan  the  Ch u rch p lays 
with i tse l f ,  the 1 983 issue feat u r i n g  censored texts from the  
Book, coverage of the  epocha lypt ic  secon d  Conventi o n  i n  
Ch icago (Septem ber 1 982) ,  a n d  a s u rvey of the Other  M utan ts 
and  the i r  u nsett l i n g  works .  At the Con ,  w h i c h  I was p riv i l eged to 
atte n d ,  SubGen i i  from p laces as far-rem oved as Be rke ley a n d  
Bol iv ia  ( n o  sh i t )  gathered i n  fe l l ow(one u pman )sh i p ,  q u aff i n g  
g reat d raug hts o f  ' Frop f r o m  d ri n k i ng h o r n s ,  swea ri n g  m i g hty 
oaths ,  p layi ng the h u nd reds ,  spew i n g  and b u l l shatte r i n g .  M ost 
i g no red the  sc ience f ic t io n  Wo rl d Co n  nea rby, b u t  a few p u l led 
off  d ive rs P i n k-tu m p i ngs  at the expense of the  Trekk ies a n d  
othe r d reck ies .  S p i r i ts ran h i g h  and  d o w n  many  a ch i n  as t h e  
S lack-see kers g ot psyc ho'd u p  f o r  the  pso n i c  ts u na m i  ca l l ed 
Doktors for "Bob. " 

Before ant i -mus ic ians  l i ke C u l t u rc ide ,  befo re jokerockNs l i ke 
the 1 2  Yea r O l d s , before E . L . F . l ed the pag a n  p i n k  ( not Pi n k )  
rev ival  - there we re the  Doktors and  the i r th uroug h l y  
contemptorary soun d  u n constra ined b y  melod y, harmony and 
mora l i ty .  T h ese Arkansaucer  c reatu res a n d  the i r  fearsome 
p rogeny ( Doktors fo r Wota n ,  Oak land 's myster ious  Do ktors fo r  
Extreme Prej u d ice ,  etc . )  p rod uce a Gott-wrench i ng m etam us ic ,  
and the or ig i na l  Doktorband rea l ly wracked the  Rad isson  w i th  
eine kleine Nichtmusik. I t  looked l i ke a tag-team meat  f ight  i n  
the emergency roo m ,  but  wi th  St .  Janor  Hyperc l eats a n d  the  
soon-to-be-martyred St .  Ste rno Keck have r afford i n g  a core of  
re l iab le  u n p red icta b i l i ty .  N ot even the  o n stage assass i nat ion  o f  
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g u i tar ist Sterno by ' F rop-maddened a n i m ate ant i -art object 
tENTAT I VELY,  a c O N V EN I EN C E  ( p u re r  in h i s  abnorma l i ty than  
any of us)  - a scene  u n ca n n i ly rem i n iscent  of the  s u p p ressed 
outta kes from the Zapruder  f i l m  - s i l enced the s u rv iv i n g  
Doktors .  Occas iona l l y  u pwe l l i ng from the  Sargasso o f  sou n d  
was an  a l m ost song l i ke m a n i festat i o n  such  as Janor's st i r r i n g  
anth e m ,  "To l d  the  J u d g e  t o  S u c k  M y  D i c k . "  I t  w a s  l i ke t h e  
d ropp i n g  o f  a hermeneut ro n  b o m b .  

The  Con conc l uded , a s  i t  h a d  t o ,  by the  C h u rc h 's most m ovi n g  
r i tua l , t h e  Lau n c h i ng o f  the  Head (of a famous  Wor ld  C u p  g o l fer ,  
not Lee Trev i n o )  short ly  afte r Sterno 's res u rrect i o n  - but  by 
then the  m ost extraord i na ry event  in  C h u rch  h istory h ad fo reve r 
changed i ts cou rse.  The  S u b Ge n i us Lad i es '  Sewi n g  Aux i l i a ry 
sto rmed a " p red o m i nant ly  peen o id "  pane l  of co m p lacent  
C h u rch  Fathers ,  a n n o u nced the i r  theft of the Head and  d i ctated 
hormona l ly- u n ba lanced demands  wh i c h  the men had no c h o ice 
but  to s u b m i t  to . . .  Ca l led upon to off i c i ate at a shotg u n  marr iage 
of a l l  C h u rc h  ma les to one  a n other ,  the  u nf lappab le  Pastor B u c k  
N aked l ost h is Barn u mesq u e  com posu re.  To see a stron g  man  
red uced to  a wh i m pe ri n g  shamb les i s  a sad  t h i n g ;  but  t h e  
w o m e n  (former ly  the  g i r ls )  g ot a charge  out  o f  i t .  Concern i n g  
what else t h e  matr iarchs made us  d o ,  i t  i s  better n ot t o  speak .  
T h e  C h u rch of the  S u bG en i us wi l l  never be the  same,  bu t  then ,  i t  
n ever was . 

Who ,  the n ,  a re the S u b Ge n i i ?? We are the Slam-Dancing Wu 
Li  Masters . "Wh en the Raptu re comes,  I ' l l  make 'em wai t ! "  " F u c k  
'e m eve n i f  they can take a j o ke ! "  

( 1 983) 
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THE POLITICAL THEOLOGY 

OF FERLINGHETTI 

Sky of  a priest, is  it going to rain? 

If it rains you'll be butchered; 

If it doesn't you'll be burned. - Benjamin Peret 

Sin is the de sire of men to become gods - Fr.  Ernesto Card e n a l  

Of the Bou rbo n s  who once ru led the K i n g d o m  of Nap les i t  
was said that  they we re u nab le  to learn o r  forget anyth i ng .  So it  
i s  with the l eft .  M ista k i n g  the fede ra l l y-f i nessed auster i t ies of the  
l ast fou r  years for  a rep l ay of the  G reat Depress i o n ,  the  l eft ,  l ong  
paralyzed w i th  perp l ex i ty by a modern  wor ld  beyon d  i ts o l d  
i deo log ies ,  n ow wi th  g reat re l ief re lapses i nto i ts o l d  ways . Back 
to the  New Dea l !  Too bad i t  can ' t  see that  i ts  bogey Reaga n  has 
a l ready adopted the  on ly New Dea l remedy for  econ o m i c  
anem ia  that  ever worked : a rms p rod uct i o n ,  i n te rven t ion  a n d  
war .  

But rather  than ponder  h i g h  po l i cy  I 'd as soon esta b l i s h  how 
the  left has advanced n ot an  i nc h  i n  i ts i ns i g hts o r  asp i rat i ons  by 
look i n g  at phenomena m o re loca l  and c l ose to home;  a n d ,  
parad ox ica l ly ,  re lat i n g  to fore i g n  affa i rs ,  n o t  d o m esti c 
p rograms .  I mean the  way the  poets, art i sts a n d  ( to u se the i r 
own warped se l f-descr i pt i o n )  " c u l t u ra l  workers"  a re once aga i n  
express i n g  the i r c reat i ve c ri t i ca l i ty a n d  n otor ious  i n d iv i d ua l i s m  
by s ig n i n g  o n  a s  the  p ropaga n d i sts o f  the  auth or i ta r ian  l eft ,  o r  
by s u bo rn i ng oth e rs w h o  d o ,  o r  b y  s i l enc i n g  t hose w h o  d o n 't .  I n  
t he  1 930's the  Com m u n ist Party i n  i ts Pop u l a r  Front  p h ase 
managed the po l i t ics  of many  i n te l lectua ls  t h rou g h  a n etwork of 
c u l t u ra l  f ront-g rou ps .  Th i s  carte l  of o rg a n izat ions  a n d  
p u b l icat i ons  c o u l d  m a ke o r  b reak m a n y  a marg i na l  art ist  o r  
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w riter .  W h i l e  there i s  n o  such  central ized d i rect ion  today, many  
of the  c l i q ues who contro l  the  pa l t ry means of p rod uct ion  o f  
avant  ga rd e  a rt i facts a re sym pathet ic  to  the  export of an t i ­
Esta b l i s h ment  va l ues to conven ient ly  re mote fore i g n  
d esti nat ions  ( G renada ,  E l  Sa lvad o r) . The  refusa l  o f  a l l  
p rearranged forced-cho ices i s  a l m ost a s  haza rd o u s  a s  i n  1 937 
when e rstwh i l e  l eft dar l i n g  George O rwe l l  had Homage to 
Catalonia rejected by the  Left Book Cl u b  beca use h i s  f i rst-hand  
report on  the S pa n ish  Revo l u t ion  d i sc l osed that the  off i c i a l  l eft 
was on one  s ide ,  the  revo l u t iona ries  on the  other .  

A trou b l i n g  man i festat ion  of th is  t re n d  i s  the  steady stream of  
rad ica l  ce lebri t ies ,  o r  those str iv i n g  fo r ce lebr i ty ,  to N icarag ua ,  
to " l i be rated"  parce ls  of E l  Sa lvador ,  and  - u nt i l recent l y - to 
that " love ly  p i ece of rea l estate" (as George S c h u l tz sees i t ) , 
G renada .  (A lban ia ,  V ietnam ,  C u ba ,  and  South  Afr ica's new 
fr iend M oza m b i q u e  a lso have the i r devotees bu t  these be l ieve rs 
are p la i n l y  made of m uch ste rner  - b ut n ot ,  obv i ous ly ,  Max 
St i rner - stuff . )  N ot a l l  of the i r reports, on ly m ost of them , a re 
ent i re ly  worth less.  The secon d  issue of No Middle Ground has a 
l engthy  f i rst-hand  acco u nt by Ca i t l i n  Man n i ng - better k nown 
l oca l l y  as " M ax i n e  Ho lz , "  the  M a rgaret Thatc h e r  of Processed 
World - on N icarag ua .  I ag ree wi th  Ted Lopez that her  sto ry is a 
" L u kacs ian  t rave l og ue , "  " revo l t i ng  M a l raux ian  s h i t"  and  "one of 
the m ost o b noxi o u s  and d isg ust i n g  t h i n gs by a s u pposed 'ant i ­
auth or i tari a n '  that we've ever seen . "  St i l l ,  t h i s  sop h i st i cated 
Sand i n i sta apo log ia  can be m i ned fo r data w h i c h  d i sc red i t  i ts 
c rypto-T rotsky ist "cr i t ica l  s u pport" l i ne i n  y ie l d i n g  g l i m pses of 
l i fe in the " new" (bu t  n ot tha t  new) N i ca rag ua .  

The same,  wh ich  i sn 't m uc h  anyway, ca n n ot be sa i d  fo r 
Lawre nce Ferl i n g h ett i , who par layed a one-week tou r  i n to a 
coffee tab l e  book whose base ten o r  i s  appa rent  from a recent  
Poetry Flash i n te rv iew. Fer l i n g hett i  as a poet  i s  e n d o rs i n g  
N icarag ua t h e  way a baseba l l p l ayer wou l d  e n d o rse a razor .  T h e  
"poetry" a n g l e  i s  fo rced t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  farce:  about  t h e  o n l y  
po in t  o f  even a p pa rent  i n te rsectio n  i s  Fer l i n g hett i 's crony a n d  
counte rpart Ernesto Carden a l ,  a supposed poet ,  a n d ,  a s  
M i n i ste r of  C u l t u re ,  a n o m i na l  m e m ber  of the  ru l i n g  Sand i n i sta 
junta . Gardena !  is ,  of cou rse, that l owest of l i fe-forms ,  a priest. 
When J 2 P2 p layed the Centra l  American c i rc u i t  he s n u b bed 
Father  Gardena ! ,  th is  i s  t rue ,  but  to my m i n d  the  key point  i s , n ot 
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that Cardena l  was n ot a l l owed to k i ss the  Pope's r i n g ,  bu t  rather  
that he  even t r i ed  to  i n  the  f i rst p lace.  

I t 's  too bad that Lawre n ce Ferl i n g h ett i , that wor ld-weary has­
bee n ,  d i d n 't shamb le  off to the E lys ian  F ie lds  e re he  ever s ig ned 
o n  wi th  poet-tu rned-puto E rnesto Cardena l 's M i n i C u l t  
p ropaganda mac h i ne .  O u r  revered Beat (off) p resu mes too 
m uc h  o n  o u r  c red u l i ty when he  p retends  that - d ece i ved by the  
sata n i c  Reagan  - h e  " had a l ot of p reconce ived n ot i o n s  about  
N icarag ua before I went  there . "  What? Afte r t h i rty years o f  
ostens i b l e  o p pos i t ion  to the Esta b l i s h ment  ( d i d n 't h e  w ri te 
somet h i n g  about i m peac h i n g  Eisenhower way back in h i s  
van i s hed youth ? ) ,  a l l  of  a sudden  Fer l i n g hett i  be l ieves t h e  l i kes 
of Ronald Reagan? No wonder ,  t h e n ,  that after h i s q u i ck i e  
rad ica l -to u r i st j a u n t  i n  N ica ragua  he  j ett isoned one  batch of 
p reco nce ived not ions  o n ly to take a n other  aboa rd . If h e's n ot 
ly i n g  h e  i s  - at best, and  by h i s  own ad m iss i o n  - the d u pe of 
whatever self- i n te rested ideo log ue happens to be the last to 
catch h i s  ear .  

Po l i t ics  i s  not a pate rn ity su i t .  N obody cares when and where 
Fer l i n g h ett i 's op i n i o ns were "conce ived , "  the po i n t  i s ,  a re they 
true? 

As a lways, l eft and r ight  p lay i n to each other's hands .  
Fer l i n g h ett i d i sputes a State Department  est i m ate o f  
N icarag uan Com m u n ists rather  than  add ress the rea l s i tuat i o n  
i n  that co u ntry .  A l l  Com m u n i sts a re rep ress ive stat i sts b ut 
many ,  o r  m ost p resent o r  p rospect i ve ru l e rs a re n 't C P .  I f  o n l y  
f l ag g i n g  fu tu re Fuehrers we re that easy! Bu t  i n  fact they're 
i nc u bat i n g  a l l  over ,  i n  the  m is l abe l l ed L iberta r ian  Party n o  l ess 
than  i n  the Sta l i n ist  n ut-c u lts l i ke the R C P  or CWP .  I f  
Ferl i n g h etti d i d n 't n ot ice that N icaragua  i s  a one-party 
d ictato rsh i p  he m ust n ot have n ot iced anyth i n g .  

Asked about  t h e  censors h i p  o f  poet Pab l o  Anto n i o  Cuad ra ,  a 
La Prensa ed i to r, Ferl i n g h etti f i n d s  i t  "sym bo l i ca l l y  i nterest i n g  
that La Prensa was next door  to where the  Banco de  Amer ica 
is . "  For  some reason Fer l i ng hett i  never fou n d  th is  i n teresti n g  i n  
the  Som oza per i od when h i s  c h u m  Cardena l  used t o  p u b l i sh  h i s  
poe ms i n  L a  Prensa . N o r  d i d  the  N ica rag uan  masses or  even 
the i r San d i n i sta mentors f i n d  t h i s  too i nterest i n g  i n  1 978 when  
the  bou rgeo is  l i bera l  c h a racter of the  paper's ed i tor  Ped ro 
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J oaq u i n  C h a m or ro d i d n 't p rec l u d e  the i r se 1zmg u po n  h i s  
assass i nat i o n  a s  t h e  cata l yst of  t h e i r  h arrowi n g  bu t  u lt i matel y  
s uccessf u l  revo l t .  I say " revo lt"  rathe r  t h a n  " revo l u t ion , "  n ot to 
d eva l u e  the sacr i f ices of su ffe ri ng i ns u rrect ionari es far m ore 
respectab le  than any of the i r N o rth  American c h eer leaders ,  bu t  
to l eave open the  rea l q uest ion  what k i nd of a change  rea l l y  
happe n ed d own the re .  To o u st and  exterm i nate a gang  o f  
o u t r i g h t  l ooters i s  se l f-ev ident ly  d es i rab le ,  b u t  so l i m ited a n  
o bject i ve l eaves l a rger  v istas of  soc ia l  t ra n sformat ion  
u napproached .  

Fer l i n g h etti 's C i ty L ig h ts Bookstore ,  w h i c h  has  i n  rece nt yea rs 
i n sta l led ant i -theft e lectro n ic detect ion  devices ,  is across the 
street f rom the nea rest b ranch  of Bank  of America ,  a fact w h i c h  
I ' m  n ot s u re i s  even "sym bo l ica l l y  i n te resti n g "  whatever that 
evas ion  means .  What I f i n d  really and n ot j ust "sym bo l i ca l ly"  
i n te rest i n g  i s  the  fact that the  Bank  of America f l o u r ishes 
u n d i stu rbed in  "soc i a l i st"  N icarag ua .  Fe rl i ng hett i  rece i ved no 
coac h i n g  and  so has n oth i n g  to say to exp l i cate the state­
cap i ta l i st nat u re of the " n ew" N i ca rag ua .  

Anecd ota l i rre levance ,  accepted u n q uest ionab ly  by 
ido latrous i n te rvi ewer Dav id  Vo l pe n d esta , i s  Fer l i ng hett i 's o n l y  
re mai n i ng rhetor ica l  ta len t .  Asked about  the status o f  wo men  
(Vo lpendesta knew better than  to even ask about  gays) , 
Ferl i ng h etti to l d  some stup id  sto ry about  the  Sand i n i sta menfo l k 
l ett i n g  a woman poet part i c i pate i n  a m i l i ta ry act i o n .  T h i s  i s  l i ke  
answer i n g  a q u est io n  about  the  oppress i o n  of women i n  
Amer ica with a fa i ry ta l e  about  M o l l y  P i tc h e r. 

The  Verg i l  f ro m  l nto u r ist  w h o  a rran g ed the  appearances that 
Ferl i n g h etti happ i l y  sett led for was M i n i ste r of C u l t u re Ernesto 
Cardena l ,  who m ust I s u ppose be acknowledged as a poet in the 
same sense Fer l i ng hett i  i s .  Th i s  Marx ist  McKuen i s  the author  of  
the s icke n i n g  t rave l og In Cuba with  i ts obscene  pa negyr ic  to  
F ide l  Castro and i ts  p rofo u n d  respect for  the way the  reg i m e  
en fo rces s u c h  C h r ist ian va l ues a s  p u r i ta n  m o ra l i ty and  the  work 
eth ic .  N ow he 's done u nto Fer l i n g h ett i what Cast ro d id u nto 
h i m .  O n e  of Cardena l 's t rans lato rs wr i tes :  " Ernesto Cardena l  i s  a 
Cath o l i c  pr iest a n d  a M a rx i st poet ,  and  h e  sees no  conf l i ct 
between these two l oya l t ies . "  Ne i ther  d o  I ! 

Ferl i n g hett i 's f l i rtat ion  w i th  ana rc h i s m  i s  f i n a l l y  d o n e  wi th ; 
what a re l ief for  the anarc h i sts! Now h e  d oesn 't care i f  a cou ntry 
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h as an  author i tar ian  power struct u re so l ong  as at l east s i x  of the  
n i ne Sand i n i sta bosses a re "bas ica l l y  h u mane ,  reasonab le  
i nte l lectua ls ,  rather  than  m i l i ta ry men  o r  d i ctators . "  When  i s  a 
d ictato r not a d ictator? When he 's  a " h u mane i nte l lectua l "  l i ke 
Fer l i nghett i : when he's a nice guy. Ferl i n g h ett i  was too h u mane  
and reaso nab le  to ask any  of these reasonab le  h u man ists why 
str i kes have bee n p roh i b i ted i n  N icarag ua s i nce 1 98 1 . 

Fer l i n g h etti 's conte m pt i b l e  performance i s  i n  the  t rad i t i on  of 
the eag er  d u pes who used to get caref u l l y  m i sg u ided tours of 
the Soviet U n i o n  and  cam e  back sayi n g ,  for i nstance ,  as Sart re 
d i d ,  that " f reedom of speech i s  tota l i n  the  Soviet U n i o n . "  As 
recent ly  as 1 975 Fer l i ng hett i  was wr i t i n g ,  " I ' m  st i l l  concerned 
wi th  the sym bo l i c  i m porta nce of a poet  l end i ng h is  ta len t  to any 
b ranch of the  g overn ment ,  even i f  he 's  pa id  pr ivate ly  for  i t . " I 
g uess i t 's  o kay as l o ng as i t 's  somebody else 's government .  Of 
cou rse , i f  Ferl i n g h ett i  were to deny that he 'd  lent h i s  talen t to the 
junta , I 'd have to ag ree .  

N icarag ua i s  a stat ist ,  cap i ta l i st c lass soci ety w h i c h  i t  i s  
conven ient  for  the  Reagan  reg i m e  to po rtray as revo l u t ionary .  
But  i f  anyt h i n g  revo l u t ionary about  the  i ns u rgency w h i c h  
overth rew Som oza h a s  s u rv ived the  San d i n i sta b u rea ucrat ic  
conso l i dat i o n ,  Fe rl i n g hett i  doesn 't k now i t  and  co u l d n 't care 
l ess. He  i s  who l l y  i d ent i f ied w i th  the  ru l i n g  c l i q ue i n  wh ich  h i s  
cou nte rpart ,  t h e  pr iest Cardena l ,  i s  an  ornament .  There i s  
u nfort u n ate ly  l i t t le p rospect ,  betwee n Reaga n 's destab i l izat i o n  
po l i c i es and  the  junta 's Len i n ist  obj ect ives ,  that the  Sand i n i sta 
State w i l l - l i ke Fer l i n g hett i 's i n teg r i ty - wither  away. O l d  N oah  
i s  d ru n k ; l e t  us  feel shame for  h i s  naked ness.  

( 1 984) 
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IV. 
OTHER VICES 

(1981-1985) 

"Words of Power" ( 1 98 1 ) - p u bl i shed i n  Re/Search (San 
F ran c isco) , a post-pu n k  j o u rnal  of p re-pu n k  i nte l l ectual i ty ,  
repr i nted i n  CoEvolution Quarterly - started t h e  t rend  i n  m y  
late L . l .  phase toward terse ,  e p i g ram mat ic ,  o r  for m u la ic  forms 
( " I ns & O uts, "  "20 Q u est ions , "  " Dec lasse(f ieds) , "  etc. ) .  The 
" L u nat i c  Fr i n g e  C redo" was the  L l 's e leventh-h o u r  se l f­
descr i pt io n  fo r an Austr ian d i rectory of i nternat io na l  
"anarc h i st ic"  contacts . " Fem i n ism as Fasc ism"  ( 1 982) i s  the  
expanded vers i o n  of a l etter ( f i rst p u b l i shed in  The Spark) 
s u p p ressed by Toronto's Kick It  Over, a l eft i st-fe m i n i st 
magaz i n e  whose p u b l i shers for some strange reason  t h i n k  they 
aren 't st i l l  the  Len i n i sts they used to be .  "The Exq u i s i te Corpse , "  
( 1 984) a l etter t o  the  ed i tor ,  appeared i n  a l eft- l i be ra l  f ree y u p p i e  
th rowaway, the  San Franc i sco Bay G uardian ,  a s  m y  last l aug h 
o n  the  Gor i l l a  G rotto's g u ru ,  Gary Warne .  

O n  a dare of m i ne ,  Loo m pan i cs repr i nted the  p ro-s i tu  
man i festo of  " co m m u n ist ego i sm , "  The Right to  Be Greedy, and 
so I s u p p l ied a P reface ( 1 983 ) .  A l thou g h  the  book not o n l y  
bom bed i n  the  market bu t  g ot i t s  advert i s i ng  ban ned from 
Reason , Loom pan ics perverse ly  persisted in  i ts i nte rest in  me,  
and in  1 984 , at  i ts expense,  I attended the  Er is  Society's an n ual 
Aspen conc lave to d e l i ve r  the d iatr i be w h i c h  I have s i nce rev i sed 
and expanded i nto "The L ibe rtar ian as Conservat i ve . "  Despi te 
the i r ostens i b l e  aff i n ity to the  anarc haos and parano iac-cr i t i ca l  
abs u rd ity of the i r i nsp i rat i o n ,  t he  Principia Discordia, these 
Er is ians are real ly  more l i ke an a l ternat ive Tr i late ra l  
Com m iss ion  wait i ng in  the  w i ngs  ( the  r ig ht w i n g ,  m ost ly) . My 
ant i -work aspers ions  met wi th  b la n k  i ncom p rehens ion  f rom 
these con-art i sts ,  cu l t i sts and consu l tants .  At one  po i nt I b l u rted 
out ,  "You ' re not exact ly the sal t  of the eart h ,  you k n ow . "  I 've 
u p g raded th i s  i m passe w i th  excerpts from a s u p p ressed l ette r to 
the Libertarian Review in response to the o n l y  ( ri g ht-)  
" l i be rtar ian" text I have ever see n ,  a book rev iew by Joh n 
H ospers ,  that dealt w i th  work i tse l f - by ral ly i ng  to i ts  d efense .  

1 2 1 



My m ost recent  texts are the  "Anarc h i s m "  c ri t i q u e  ( f rom 
Popular Reality and  a Loo m pan ics s u p p lem ent)  and  the  
Loo m pa n i cs Cata log rev iew wh ich  has appea red in  the  Voice 
L iterary Supplement, the  Chicago Reader, the LA Reader a n d  
False Positive. I am c u r rent ly  co l laborat i n g  w i th  a p u n k  
anarch ist soc i o l og ist beh i n d  t h e  I ron C u rta i n ,  G regor  To m e ,  o n  
a t rans lated antho logy o f  N o rth  Amer ican " m a rg i na l "  texts 
( i n c l u d i ng f r i nge  l i bertar ians  l i ke Erwi n Strauss and  Samue l  
Edwa rd Ko n k i n  I l l ) .  T h i s  book  s u m ma r izes and  conc l udes a 
phase of my act i v i ty . . .  bu t  you have n 't heard the  last of me .  
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A LUNATIC FRINGE CREDO 

T H E  LAST I NT E R N AT I O N AL/WO R K E R S  AGAI N ST W O R K  

We are n ot a n  " o rgan i zat ion , "  j ust a p roject .  We i ssue  short 
texts , usua l l y  as poste rs b ut somet i mes as l ette rs-to-the-ed i tor ,  
a rt i c les ,  g raff i t i ,  c l ass i f ied advert i sements ,  o r  o ra l  d i at r i bes,  
devoted to dep loyin g  the powe r of absurd i ty to expose a n d  
exc ise the  absu rd i ty o f  power .  O u r  a n i m os i ty to au thor i ty i s  n ot 
l i m i ted to ant i -stat i sm b ut encom passes every r u l e ,  ro le ,  
i nst i tu t ion  a n d  i deo logy a r rayed aga i n st f reed o m ,  p l easu re, and  
c reat i vi ty .  Th us  we  a re l ess concerned wi th  abo l i s h i n g  the  state 
(as necessary as that is) than  wi th  the s u persess i o n  of work and  
m o ra l i s m .  For  us ,  h u m o r  i s  an  e n d  as  we l l  as a mea ns ,  a n d  p lay  
i s  m o re than  f r ivo l i ty ,  i t ' s  the  pos i t ive mea n i n g  of l i be rty. 

( 1 98 1 )  
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WORDS OF POWER 

ART? An i n c reasi n g l y  i nadeq uate su bst i tute for  sex. 

B LOO D BAN K? Is there any oth e r  k i n d ?  

B O R E D O M ?  O b l igatory f o r  soph i st i cates .  

THE B O R N -AGA I N ?  Twice too often .  

C I V I L IZAT I O N ?  The  b i osphere's s k i n d i sease. 

C LASS WAR ?  The war to end a l l  wars.  

CO U P L ES? Monogamy i s  monotony.  

THE CR U C I F I X I O N? Too l i tt l e  and  too late .  

CY N I C I S M ?  Long s i nce s u rpassed by eve n ts .  

D I SCO? The  b l eat g oes o n .  

D I S EAS E? Very dangero u s: a lead i n g  ca u se o f  d octors.  

ELECT I O NS?  D u m bocracy in act i o n .  

FA I T H ?  I s  fata l  - g et thee beh i n d  me ,  God ! 

T H E  FAM I LY? N o  n u kes !  

F E M I N I S M ?  Eq ua l i ty with men:  a pa l t ry a m b it i o n .  

F R E E  T I M E? Work the  boss doesn ' t  pay you fo r .  

F U LL EM PLOYM E N T? A t h reat ,  not  a p ro m ise .  

GAYS? J EWS? E l i tes i m pe rsonat i n g  the o p p ressed . 

GOVER N M ENT? G u n s  d o n 't k i l l ,  po l i t i c i ans  do .  

G U RUS?  A g ood mantra i s  h a rd to f i n d .  

H I PP I ES? R u n n i ng o n  em pty . 

T H E  H OSTAG ES? N ot wo rth k i l l i ng ,  n ot wort h  k i l l i n g  fo r. 

J U DG ES? Dodderi n g  despots in c l own s u i ts .  

LAW? Cr i me  wi thout  p u n is h ment .  
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LAWY ERS? L i fe s u pport systems for  m o uths .  

TH E L E FT? Left beh i nd .  

L E I S U R E? Pay i n g  & p l ay i n g  a re m utua l l y  exc l us ive .  

L I B ERALS? Conservati ves w i th  g u i l ty consc iences .  

L I B ERTAR I A N I S M ?  Al l  the  freedom that m oney can b u y. 

L I FE AFTER D EATH ? Why wait? 

MARX I S M ?  The  h i g h est stage of cap i ta l i s m .  

MASO C H I S M ?  L i ke tak i ng yo u r  work home with you . 

M YST I CS? H ave i ncom m u n icab le  i ns i g hts they won ' t  sh ut  u p  
about .  

N EC R O P H I L I A? A soc i a l  d i sease. 

N I H I L I STS? G o i n g  beyon d  good & evi l ,  they stopped ha l f-way. 

PEDAG O G I C I D E? A v ict i m less cr i m e. 

PLEAS U R E? I nte r l udes that acce ntuate pa i n .  

PO L I C E? Te rror i sts with  the r ig ht  c redent ia l s .  

PO L I T I CS? L i ke a pond ; the scu m r ises to the top .  

P R EJ U D I C E? Fo l k soc i o l ogy .  

PROPERTY? I s  t heft - and theft i s  p roper. 

PU N KS?  H i pp ies w i th  am nes ia .  

PU N K  V E N U ES? Defo l i ated fern ba rs .  

PU N Q U ES? P u n ks who atten d  art sc hoo l .  

RAD I O  EVA N G E L I STS? Less a u ra l  sects, m o re o ra l  sex! 

R EAGAN? A step in the Re ich  d i rect ion . 

R E LAT I O N S H I PS? Bei n g  a lone  together .  

R E L I G I O N ?  De i fy i n g  yo u r  defects . 

T H E  R I G HT? Wro n g .  

R O C K  M U S I C? H a s  a g reat fu tu re beh i n d  i t .  

R . O .T . C . ?  Charne l  knowledge .  

SAN FRAN C I SCO? Baja Sausa l i to .  

THE "SCEN E"? How to be d i fferent l i ke eve rybody e lse .  

S EX? An i nc reas i n g ly i nadeq uate su bst i tu te for  mastu rbat io n .  
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SCHOO L V I O L E N C E ?  C lass stru g g l e  as strug g le i n  c lass .  

SOC I AL I STS? S heep in wo lves'  c loth i ng .  

T EACH ERS? O utc lassed . 

T H E RAPY? P u n i sh ment  w i thout  c r ime .  

TROTSKY I S M ?  Sta l i n i sm out  o f  powe r. 

UTO P I A? N osta l g i a  for the fut u re .  

VEG ETAR I ANS?  You a re what you eat . 

Z I O N I S M ?  Jewish Naz ism . 

( 1 980) 
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PREFACE TO 

THE RIGHT TO BE GREED Y 

M ost l i be rta r ians  th i n k  of themse l ves as i n  some sense 
ego ists .  I f  they be l i eve in  r ig hts ,  they be l i eve these r ig hts be long  
to  them as i n d i v idua l s .  I f  n ot ,  they n o n ethe less l oo k  to  
themse lves and  oth e rs as so many  i nd iv i dua l s  possessed of  
power to be reckoned wi th . E i ther  way, they assu me that the 
o ppos i te of ego i sm i s  a l t ru i s m .  T h e  a l t ru i sts, C h rist ian  o r  

Mao ist ,  ag ree . A cozy acco modat ion ; and ,  I s u b m i t ,  a susp ic ious  
one .  What i f  th i s  a ntag o n i st i c  i nterd e pendence ,  t h i s  rec i p roca l  
re l ia n ce ref l ects and concea ls  a n  accord? C o u l d  ego ism be 
a l t ru i sm's  loyal opposition ? 

Yes ,  accord i n g  to the  au thors of t h i s  text. Wh at's m o re ,  they 
i ns ist that an  ego ism wh ich k n ows i tse l f  and  refuses every l i m i t 
to i ts own rea l i zati o n  i s  communism. Altru i sm and  ( n a rrow) 
ego ism or eg oti s m  they d i sparage as com peti n g  a n d  
comp lementa ry m o ra l i sms  i n  serv ice to cap i ta l  a n d  the  state . 
T h ey u rge  us to i n d u lge  a gene ro u s  and  expan s i ve g reed w h i c h  
g oes beyon d  se l f-sacr i f ice and  petty self i s h n ess t o  encom pass 
the appropr iat ion  of everyt h i n g  and everyone by each and a l l  of 
us. "Weal th  i s  othe r  peop le , "  wrote Rusk i n .  T h e  rad ica l l y  a n d  
rat iona l l y  (se l f-)consc i ous  ego ist ,  apprec iat i n g  th is ,  en r iches 
h i m-se l f  in  and  th ro u g h  oth e r  s u bject iv i t ies .  In  soc ia l  l i fe at i ts 
(con)sensua l  and  sat isfyi n g  best - sex , conve rsat i o n ,  c reat i o n  
- tak i ng f r o m  and  g i vi n g  t o  othe rs const i tute a s i n g l e  p lay­
act iv i ty r i ch  wi th  m u l t i p l i e r  effects. For the  l uc i d  and  l ud i c  
ego ist ,  anyth i n g  less t h a n  genera l ized ego ism i s  j u st not 
enough . 

The i n d iv id ua l i sts h ave o n l y  wo rs h i pped the i r w h i ms .  The  
po in t ,  howeve r,  i s  to l i ve them . 

I s  t h i s  a put-o n ,  a p i ece of par lo r  p rec i os i ty? T here i s  m o re 
than a to uch  of that  h e re .  O r  a m ush m i nded exerc i se i n  
i ncongruous  ec lect ic i s m ?  T h e  i n d i vi d ua l i st ego ist i s  b o u n d  to 
be skept ica l ,  b ut he  s h o u l d  not be too q u ick  to deprive himself of 
the i ns ig hts (and the en te rta i n ment ! ) of t h i s  u n i q u e  c h a l l enge  to 
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h is cert i tudes .  The contrad ict ions are obvi ous ,  bu t  whether  they 
der ive from the au thors '  i r rat i o n a l i ty or  from the i r f i de l i ty to the 
rea l  q ua l i ty of l i ved expe r ience i s  n ot so easy to say. I f  
" Marx ism-St i rneri s m "  i s  conce iva b l e ,  every orthod oxy p rat i n g  
o f  f reedo m  o r  l i berat ion  i s  ca l led  i n to q uest i o n ,  ana rc h i s m  
i nc l uded . A po lem ic  is  p ract ica l  o r  i t  i s  n oth i n g .  The o n l y  reason 
to read th is  boo k ,  as i ts au tho rs wo u l d  be the  f i rst

' 
to ag ree, i s  fo r 

what you can  get ou t  of i t .  

At  least for  th ose n ot conve rsant  w i th  Hege l i a n  M a rx ism , 
"c r i t ica l  theory" a n d  the latest French  fas h i o n s  i n  avant  garde  
d i scou rse ,  the  mode  of express i o n  i n  t h i s  work  may  seem 
u n usua l . Bu t  i t 's  ve ry m uc h  i n  the  t rad i t ion  of t hose ( ma i n l y  
E u ropean )  opposi t iona l  c u rrents - s u c h  a s  d a d a  and  s u rrea l i s m  
- wh ich  t ri ed t o  com b i n e  po l i t i ca l  and  c u l tu ra l  i conoc lasm . I n  
the l ate 1 950's ,  a F rench-based but  i n ternat i ona l  organ izat i o n  
ca l led the S i tuat ion ist I n te rnat i ona l  resu med t h i s  p roject a t  a 
h i g h  level  of i ntrans igence a n d  soph ist icat ion . The  s i tuat i o n i sts 
d rew attent ion  to the  way the  "spectac le"  of m odern  cap i ta l i s m  
( i n c l u d i n g  i ts Len i n i st va r iants ) ,  the  organ izat ion  of 
appearan ces,  i n terposes i tse l f  between iso l ated and  enervated 
" i nd iv id ua ls"  a n d  a wor ld  w h i c h  they p rod uce by the i r  act iv i ty 
bu t  ne i ther  contro l  n o r  com p rehend .  Med iat ion s u pp lants d i rect 
expe ri ence as the f rag mentat ion  of d a i l y  l i fe i n to so many 
standard ized p refa b roles prod u ces i n d i v i dua l s  w i th  a dazz l i n g  
ar ray o f  fo rced "cho i ces" bu t  d ra i ned o f  effect ive autonomy b y  
t h e  loss o f  i n i t iat ive t o  c reate the i r o w n  l i ves .  Po l i t i ca l ly ,  the  
s i tuat ion ists b i tter ly  denou nced the  esta b l i shed left ,  bu t  m oved 
towa rd an u l t ra- left stance themse lves when they e m b raced 
cou nc i l com m u n i s m .  Ca l l i ng for the abo l i t i on  of work - its 
t ransformat ion  i n to p rod uct ive p lay l i ke past i m es - o n  the one  
hand ,  and  for  workers '  cou nc i l s ,  o n  the  o ther ,  i s  o n l y  one  of the  
contrad ic t ions  wh ich  the  s i ts fa i led to reso lve .  The F rench  
genera l  st r i ke  o f  1 968 vi nd i cated the  s i ts '  thes is  that the  aff l uent  
soci ety had mere ly  m od e rn ized poverty, and  even showcased a 
n u m be r  of the i r  s l ogans ,  b u t  the S . l .  was at a l oss what to d o  
next and  b roke u p  i n  1 97 1 . 

Ever s i nce ,  s i tuat ion ist  i deas - a n d  poses - have percolated 
i n to pop u l a r  c u l t u re ,  and  the Sex P isto ls '  manager  Ma lco l m 
M c la re n  was perhaps the  f i rst to se l l  a denat u red s i tuat i o n i s m  
t o  the  t rend ies .  I n  the  ea r ly  1 970's ,  " p ro-s i tu "  g ro u ps ( a s  they a re 
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k n own)  formed i n  Br i ta i n ,  i n  New York C i ty and  espec i a l l y  i n  the  
San Franc isco Bay Area. O ne of these g ro u ps ,  Negat i o n ,  
reformed a s  F o r  O u rse lves a ro u n d  1 973 ,  a n d  by  the  fo l lowi n g  
Mayday p rod uced the  p resent  text. Fo r O u rse l ves was 
part i c u l ar ly  beho lden  to the s i tuat i o n i st R ao u l  Vane igem whose 
ce lebrat i o n  of th e " rad ica l  s u bject iv i ty" of " m asters w i thout  
s laves" f i g u res p ro m i nent ly  i n  the theory espo used i n  The Right  
to  Be Greedy. A l l  too soon the  g ro u p  co l l apsed , so me of i ts  
members reg ress i n g  i nto M a rx i sm f ro m  wh i c h  they had neve r  
rea l l y  escaped . 

The  text manages to be at o nce too M a rx ist and  o b l i v ious  to 
the extent  of i ts i ncom pat i b i l i ty  wi th  Marx is m .  Too Marx ist ,  i n  
that the i l l us ion  of Man  a s  essent i a l l y  p rod ucer  pers ists ,  and  a 
"democrat ica l ly"  p l an ned economy based o n  the  c o u n c i l s  i s  
to uted as the  st ructu ra l  bas i s  o f  a n e w  and  f ree society. And too 
enamored of M a rx ism in that the atte m pt to sq uare com m u n i st 
ego ism with  the  M a rx ist  scr i ptu res i s  far m o re i n ge n i o u s  than  
persuas ive - th o u g h  perhaps i t  d oes s h ow that Marx was m ore 
rad ica l  than he h i mse l f  s u pposed . I t 's a p i ty Fo r O u rse l ves d i d n 't 
t ry to M a rxize St i rner  as i t  St i rner ized Marx: then  we m ig h t  have 
a better sense of the leve l  at wh i c h  i t  j ust m i g h t  be poss i b l e  to 
harmon ize the two g reat revo l u t ionary a m o ra l i sts .  

Egoism in i ts narrowest sense i s  a tauto logy ,  n ot a tact ic .  
Ado lescents of a l l ages who t ri u m phant ly  t rum pet that 
" everyone i s  se l f i s h , " as i f  they'd made a factua l  d i scove ry about 
the  wor l d ,  o n l y  show that they l i tera l l y  d o n 't k n ow what they're 
ta l k i n g  about .  Practical ego ism m ust be somet h i n g  m o re ,  i t  m ust 
te l l  the ego ist somet h i n g  usef u l  about  h i mse l f  a n d  othe r  se lves 
w h i c h  w i l l  make a d i fference in h i s  l i fe (an d ,  as i t  happens ,  
the i rs) . M y  wa nts ,  n eeds ,  des i res, w h i m s - ca l l  them what you 
w i l l  - exten d  the  ego ,  wh ich i s  my-se l f  p u rpos ive ly  act i n g ,  out  
where the  othe r  se lves awai t  me .  I f  I dea l  w i th  them , as the  
econom ists say, "a t  arm 's length " I can ' t  ge t  as c lose as I need to  
for  so m uc h  of what  I want .  At  any  rate , no  "spook , " n o  ideology 
is go i n g  to get i n  my way. Do you have i d eas,  or d o  i deas have 
you ? 

( 1  983) 
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FEMINISM AS FASCISM 

As the  t i t le of a c h i ld h ood c l assi c po i n ts out ,  Pigs is Pigs ­
and th i s  rega rd l ess of the  shape of t h e i r  gen i ta l s .  l i se Koch was 
a Nazi , not a "s iste r. " Love i s  n ot h ate ,  war is n ot peace, f reedo m  
is  n o t  s lavery, a n d  book-b u r n i n g  i s  n o t  l i be ratory. Ant i ­
authori tar ians  who wo u l d  be revo l u t ionaries  confro n t  many 
d i ffic u l t  q uest i o n s .  F i rst ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e y  s h o u ld a n swer t h e  easy 

ones correct ly .  

A l l  hyperbo le  a n d  metaphor  as ide ,  what passes for  " rad ica l  
fem i n ism"  i s  fasc i s m .  I t  p ro m otes chauv i n i s m ,  censors h i p ,  
materna l i s m ,  pse udo-anth ropo logy ,  scapegoat i n g ,  m ysti ca l  
i dent i f icat ion  w i th  natu re ,  t r icked-u p pseudo-pagan re l i g i os i ty ,  
enforced u n i fo rm ity of t h o u g h t  a n d  even  appearance ( i n  some 
q ua rters ,  H e ra he l p the  ecto m orph i c  o r  "fem i n i ne"  fem i n i st ! ) .  
Here is  a l l o f  t h e  theory a n d  too m uc h  o f  t h e  p ract ice we s h o u l d  
a-l l be a b l e  t o  recog n ize by n ow.  An o m i nous  tact ica l  conti n u i ty 
w i th  c lass ica l  fasc i s m ,  a l so ,  i s  the  comp lementar i ty between 
p rivate-v i g i l an t i st and  stat i st methods of rep ress i o n .  T h u s  Open 
Road, the Rolling Stone of ana rc h i s m ,  app lauded some ant i ­
porn  act i o n s  i n  Vancouver ( n ot as d i rect act i o n ,  hence 
u nderstandab le  even i f  m i sd i rected ,  bu t  rather) because they 
encou raged le tharg ic  p rosec uto rs to persec ute .  In  post-Wor ld  
War I I ta ly  ( the  s u pp ress ion  of the  IWW in  Ameri ca fo l l owed a 
s i m i la r  patte rn ) ,  fasc i st gangs  attacked soc ia l i st and  t rade-u n i o n  
o rgan izat ions  wi th  the  tac i t  approva l o f  t h e  po l ice ,  who  neve r  
i nte rvened except aga i n st the  l eft . A s  I o n c e  wonder i n g l y  asked : 
" How come these women won 't get  i n  bed w i th  any  man except 
the DA?" 

Not that I c o u l d  care l ess about  the porn-for-prof i t  i nd ust ry ,  
fo r i t s  " ri g h ts" of f ree speech o r  p roperty.  That i s  bes ide  the  
po in t ,  wh ich  i s :  why s ing le  out  th i s  spec ies of bus i ness? To 
target porn bespeaks p lan n i ng and  pr i or i t ies ,  not  e l e menta l  an t i ­
cap i ta l i st spontane i ty .  T hose who carry o u t  a ca lc u l ated po l icy  
can 't com p l a i n  i f  t he i r reaso n s  a re asked for ,  a n d  q uest ioned . 
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Fasc ist i d eo logy a lways i ncon g ruous ly asserts to its 
aud ience ,  i ts chosen peop le ,  t hat they a re at one and the same 
t ime oppressed and  superior. T h e  Germans d i d n 't really lose 
the  F i rst Wo r ld  War - h ow cou l d  they? ex hypothesi they are 
s u per io r  - therefore , t hey were stab bed in  the  back .  (But  how 
cou l d  a s u per ior  race l et such  a s i tuat ion  ar ise in  the  f i rst p l ace?) 
Men (on ly) , we are to ld  in a fem i n i st/Ant i -Porn M ovement  
(APM)  d iatr i be i n  Toronto's Kick I t  O ver, " h ave c reated the  
n atu re-dest roy i n g  and  woman-hat i n g  c u l t u re . "  I f  so ,  then  e i ther  
women h ave contr i buted absol ute ly noth i n g  to c u l t u re ,  o r  there 
i s  someth i ng m o re o r  somet h i n g  e lse to t h i s  c u l t u re than  
d estroy i n g  n atu re and  hat i n g  women .  

For the i r own pu rposes (some of  wh ich  are as  m u ndane as  
sexua l  r iva l ry w i th  stra i g h t  men  fo r the  women they both  des i re ) ,  
se l f-sty led rad ica l  fem i n i sts actua l ly red uce women t o  n oth i ng 
bu t  h e l p l ess, c r i ng i ng near-vegetab les ,  pass i ve v ict i ms of ma le  
conte m pt and  coerc i o n .  T h i s  profou n d l y  i n s u l ts wo men  i n  a way 
w h i c h  the worst pat r ia rcha l  i deo log i es - the Jewish  not ion  of 
woman as a sou rce of po l l ut io n ,  for i n stance ,  o r  the C h r ist ian 
n i g htmare of woman as tem ptress a n d  u ncontro l l ab le  sexua l  
natu re-force - fe l l  short o f .  They defa med wo man as evi l b u t  
cou l d  ha rd ly rega rd he r  a s  powerless.  The n e w  wo man-as­
vi ct i m stereotype i s  n ot o n ly d i rect ly t raceab le  to n i n eteenth  
cent u ry V i ctori a n  patr iarcha l  att i tudes red u c i n g  ( b o u rgeo is )  
women to i n e rt ornaments ,  bu t  by deny i ng  to women the  
c reat ive power i n he ren t  i n  everyone ,  i t  p laces wom e n 's 
demands  o n  a pa r wi th  those advan ced for ,  say, baby sea ls .  

S u p pose i nstead what  on ly  the m ost demented fem i n i sts and  
m isogyn i sts deny, that t h i ngs  a re n 't quite that  bad , that women  
have been s u bjects as we l l  as o bjects of h i story .  Then  h ow can  
women  - o r  any  o the r  subord i nated g roup :  workers ,  b lacks ,  
i nd igenous  peop les - be entirely acq u i tted of a l l  comp l i c i ty i n  
the ar rangements w h i c h  cond e m n  them to d o m i nat i o n ?  There 
a re reasons  for  these accom od at ions .  There i s  n o  exc use for 
denyi n g  the i r  existence .  

Th is  i s n 't sou r g rapes.  I t  h as never  bothered m e  that some 
women d i s l i ke men ,  even to the po in t  of hav i n g  n oth i ng to do 
wi th  the m .  I d o n 't l i ke m ost men  m yse l f ,  espec ia l l y  the 
a rchetypa l  " masc u l i ne"  o nes.  I can ' t  he lp  b u t  n ot ice ,  thoug h ,  
that the  vast m ajor i ty o f  wom e n  fee l othe rwise .  The  rad i ca l  
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fem i n i sts have n ot iced i t  too,  and  i t  d r ives them to d i stract i o n .  I 
wo u l d  be the f i rst to ag ree that vast m aj o ri t ies can be wrong . I f  
they were n 't w e  wou l d  be t h e  fr i nge  l oon ies ,  t h e  i m potent  kooks 
that  a l most everyone th i n ks we a re .  But  then I c r i t i c i ze 
maj o r i t ies ,  I d o n 't p rete n d  to speak for  them . Rad i ca l  fem i n ists ,  
in  contrast, a re van g u a rd i sts . As such they need to rat iona l ize 
the i r an i m os i t i es ,  and so they h ave - mak i ng a d ick-determ i n i st 
demono logy out  of the i r p rej ud i ces.  As man-haters they can 't 
h e l p  but be women-haters too.  

To equate porno g raphy wi th  rape - beneath the  rancorous 
rhetor ica l  frot h ,  th is  see m s  to be the  core A P M  axi om - is  
p res u ma b l y  i n tended to make porn  seem m o re ser i ous .  And yet, 

if men  ca l l the sh ots and  the syste m's  b u i l t- i n  te ndency (as we' re 
to l d )  is to denat u re opposi t i ona l  i n i t i at i ves of w h i c h  the  
fem i n i sts '  i s  the  most revo l ut i onary, then  the  l i ke ly  res u l t  i s  
rather  to m ake rape seem m o re t r iv ia l .  I t 's  the  o l d  sto ry of the  
woman  who c ried wol f .  ( S i m i l a r ly ,  the  man i p u lat ive m ed ia l i n e  
that  "ant i -Z i o n i s m  i s  an t i-Sem i t i sm"  worked wonders t o  san it ize 
I s rael  u nt i l  i ts  expans ion i s m-cu m-exterm i n is m  engendered ant i ­
Z i o n i sts w h o  j ust m ig ht p roceed to ta ke the  B 'na i  B ' r i th  
d efamat i o n i sts at face va l u e . )  

Acco rd i ng to fe m i n o i d  ep istem o l ogy ,  men u ndersta n d  
n oth i n g o f  t h e  rea l  natu re o f  wo m e n .  O n e  m ig ht l o g i ca l l y  
s u p pose that  the  estrangement  o f  t h e  sexes res u l t i n g  f ro m  
d ispa rate ro les and  d i sc ri m i nat i on  wo u l d  work both ways , a n d  
s o  m ost o f  us attend i n g  t o  o u r  actua l  expe r ien ces re l u ctant ly  
conc l ude .  But  no :  men  d o n 't u n derstan d  women , b u t  women (a t  
any  rate the i r  rad ica l  fem i n ist van g uard )  u nd e rsta n d  m e n .  
Women - fem i n i st experts , a nyway - u nd e rstan d  pornog raphy  
and  i ts mean i ng fo r men m uc h  better than  the  men who  w ri te 
a nd  read i t  - and lesb ian-separat ists , who avo i d  men  a n d  
d ec l i ne to have sex w i t h  t hem ,  appreci ate these ver i t i es best of 
a l l .  The m o re rem ote you r exper ience i s  from the rea l l i fe of 
actua l  men ,  the better you understa nd it .  T u rn i ng t h i s  a ro u n d ,  
i s n 't t h e  Pope,  a s  he c la i ms ,  t h e  u l t i mate au thori ty o n  wo m e n  
and  sexua l i ty? 

The asserted con nect i o n  of porn with rape i s  a l legor ica l ,  n ot 
e m p i r ica l .  As a corre la t ion  i t  com pa res wi th  the recent ly  rev i ved 
" reefer mad ness" mar i j uana-to-hero i n  Rake's ( Rap i st 's?)  
Prog ress l i ne in  absu rd i ty n o  l ess than in  s u i tab i l i ty  fo r the 
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state 's pu rposes. I f  fem i n i s m  d i d n 't ex ist ,  conservative 
po l i t i c i ans  wou l d  have had to i nvent  it .  (Why ,  p ray te l l ,  d i d  a l l ­
m a l e  l eg i s l atu res eve r cr i m i na l i ze "obsce n i ty" i n  t h e  f i rst p l ace? 
And why d o  a l l -ma le  cou rts arb i t ra ri l y  exc l ude  i t  f ro m  
const i tut i ona l  p rotect ion? )  APM h a rp ies ,  s h o u l d  they ever dea l  
w i t h  peop le  i nstead o f  the i r o w n  feve red p roject i ons ,  wou l d  
d i scove r that p o r n  i s  o f  n o  i nterest to the  m ajor i ty o f  post­
p u bescent  ma les - n ot because they a re po l i t i ca l l y  correct ,  bu t  
j ust because i t ' s  obv ious ly  g ross, s leazy, and  above a l l ,  i nfer io r  
t o  the  rea l  t h i n g .  

T h e  fem i n i st book-bu rners a re coward l y  opport u n i sts . I f  what 
they obj ect to i s  su b l i m i na l  soc ia l izat ion  of women i nto 
su bse rvi ent  ro les v i s-a-v i s  men (cu r ious ly ,  adopt i n g  the same 
ro les  v is-a-v i s  b utch l esb ians  i s  ha rm less f u n ) ,  the i r pr i mary ,  
n ea r-p reem pt i ve p reocc u pati o n  wou l d  have to be 
Cosmopolitan ,  Barbara Co u rt l a n d  romances ,  a n d  the  vast 
c rypto-pornog ra p h i c  pop l i te ratu re w ri tten for and  snapped u p  
b y  wo m e n .  Afte r a l l ,  the  g o re a n d  v io lence a re de ri vat ive :  o n l y  
v ict i m s  c a n  be v ict i m ized i n  any  way. F i fteen years a g o ,  the 
o ri g i na l  women 's l i berat ion i sts ( su bseq uent ly  swi tched l i ke 
change l i ng s  w i th  today's p ri estesses ,  lawyers a n d  u psca le  
b u reauc rettes )  a t  l east lashed out  a t  i nf l uent ia l  e n e m i es l i ke 
H ug h  Hefner  a n d  Andy Warh o l .  N owadays they terro r ize 
tee nage p u n k  anarc h i sts { th i s  anecdote i s  from The Match!) 
wh ose co l l ages i n s i n u ate that Marg a ret Thatcher  for  i n stance i s  
a r u le r ,  the " m other  of a th ousand d ead , "  n ot a "s i ster . " Such  i s  
the  l og i c  o f  t h i s  b i zar re b i o l og ica l  determ i n is m :  any  a n i ma l  
eq u i p ped wi th  a vag i na i s  one  of U s ,  any  pr ick-pri v i l eged person 
is one of T h e m .  One can o n ly ech o  The F i res ig n Theatre: "Who 
am us ,  a nyway?" 

M a l e  left i sts , for  i nstance ,  a re easy and often wi l l i ng yes-men 
to fem i n ist  agg ra n d i zement .  They com b i n e  g u i l t  at past 
i m p ro pr iet ies (by a n d  l a rge ,  th ose who feel g u i l ty - toward 
wom e n ,  b l acks ,  fore i g ners ,  whatever - u s ua l l y  are )  with a 
p rese nt  a m b i t i on  to g et i nto the  l eft ist-fe m i n i sts '  pants .  T h u s  
Be rke ley,  Ca l i fo rn ia  ( t o  w h i c h  I a m  adjacent)  i s  c rawl i ng wi th  
ma le  "fe m i n ists" who converted the eas ie r  to g et la id .  M uc h  the 
same scam seems to be happe n i n g  in  Toronto and ,  d o u bt less ,  
many other  p laces .  T h ese u l ter i o r  a m b it ions  obv ious ly  d on ' t ,  i n  
themse lves ,  d isc red i t  t he  ideo log i es to w h i c h  they a re appended 
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- one can come to the  r i gh t  conc l us i o n  for  the  worst of 
reasons .  Bu t  i nsofar as the  o p i n ions  at i ssue certa i n ly seem to 
be i d i ot ic  to anyone w i thout  extraneous  i nterest i n  e m b rac i n g  
t h e m ,  othe rw ise i nexp l i cab le  paroxysm s  by male i nte l l ectua l s  
seem to be m ost p laus i b l y  exp la i n ab le  as se l f- i n te rested 
i ns i ncere rat iona l izat ions .  

Poss i b ly  the  ideo log y  I 've excor iated i s  somet h i n g  that peop l e  
h ad t o  w o r k  t h ro u g h  i n  o rd e r  t o  f ree themse lves t o  the  exten t  
necessary to  ventu re u po n  a p roject o f  c o l l ect ive l i be rat i o n .  
A l ready a l u m nae of fem i n is m  have m oved o n  to the  c o m m o n  
q uest fo r f reedo m ,  and  s o m e  a re the bette r  f o r  what they've been 
th ro u g h .  We a l l  have our  an tecedent  e m barrassmen ts (Ma rx ism ,  
l i be rtar ia n i s m ,  syn d i ca l i s m ,  O bject iv i sm , etc . )  to put  beh i nd us :  
had we not t hough t  i n  ideo log ica l  terms i t ' s  hard to be l ieve we'd 
ever get to the po i nt where we c o u l d  t h i n k  for  o u rse l ves .  To be a 
Trotskyist o r  a J es u i t  i s ,  i n  i tse l f ,  to be a be l i ever ,  t hat i s  to say, a 
c h u m p. And yet a r i goro u s  rom p th ro u g h  any syste m m i g h t  
show t h e  way o u t  o f  the  m aster-System i tse l f .  

N ot l i ke ly ,  howeve r,  when women c r i t i cs  a re ostrac ised as  
renegades wh i le ma le  c ri t ics  a re i g n o red o r  defamed as a matte r 
of p ri n c i pTe. (A p rec i se ly  para l l e l  mechan i s m  for  m a i n ta i n i ng a 
cons p i racy of s i l ence i s  worked by Z i o n i sts :  Gent i l e  cr i t ics a re 
"Ant i-Sem ites , "  Jewish cr i t ics  can o n l y  be consu med by "Jewish  
se lf-hatred . " )  Separat i sm may be a bsu rd as a soc ia l  p ro g ra m  
a n d  r idd led w i th  i ncons istenc ies (scarcely a n y  separat ists 
separate from pat r ia rcha l  soc iety to anyth i n g  l i ke the extent  
that, say, s u rv iva l i sts d o - and  n o body i nte rvenes m o re to m i nd 
other  peop le 's bus i n ess than  separat ists ) .  Bu t  sem i - i so lat ion 
makes i t  eas ie r  to i n d octr i n ate neophytes and  s h u t  ou t  adve rse 
evidence and  a rg u ment ,  a n  i ns i g h t  rad ica l  fem i n i sts share w i th  
Moon ies ,  Hare Kr ish na ,  a n d  oth e r  c u lt i sts . I t 's fort u n ate that 
the i r doctr i nes and s u b c u l t u re as i n i t i a l l y  enco u nte red a re so 
u nappet iz i n g .  I nd eed , I 've not iced a g ray i n g  of rad ica l  fem i n is m :  
a s  S ixt ies po l i t ics a n d  c u l t u re cont i n ue t o  g utter o ut ,  less a n d  
l ess women have h a d  the  proper p re-soak prepa ri n g  them fo r 
fem i n ist b ra i nwash i n g .  Rad ica l  fe m i n i sts (so ca l l ed ) i n  the i r 
ear ly 20's a re ra re , and  g�tt i ng  scarcer .  

Rad ica l  fem i n i sm ( no point  d i sput i n g  t i t le  to the  ph rase with 
its present  owne rs) , then , i s  a l ud i c rous ,  hate-f i l l ed ,  
author i tari an ,  sexist, dog mat ic  construct w h i c h  revol u t ionaries  
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accord an  u n mer i ted  l eg i t i macy by tak i n g  i t  seri o us ly  at a l l .  I t  i s  
t i m e  to stop matro n i z i n g  these terror ists o f  the t r iv ia l  and  h o l d  
them respons i b l e  fo r p reac h i n g  genoc ida l  j i ve and  p ract i c i n g  
eve ry ev i l (eve n ,  i f  the  truth be to ld , rape ! )  t h e y  i ns i st h a s  been 
i nf l i cted o n  them (or  rath e r, as i t  usua l l y  t u rns out ,  o n  some 
oth e r  s u p pos i t ious  "s ister" :  t he  typ ica l  rad ica l  fem i n i st has i t  
p retty good ) .  How to thwa rt fem i n o-fasc i s m ?  That's easy: j ust 
take fem i n i sts at face val ue  a n d  t reat them as eq ua ls  . . .  then  hea r  
them howl !  T h e  E m p ress has no  c l othes . . .  a n d  that 's what I ca l l  
obscene.  

( 1 983) 
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The Exquisite Corpse: 
GARY WARNE 

Den n i s  Kap lan 's beat i f i cat i o n  of G a ry Warne (San F ranc i sco 
Bay G ua rdian ,  Jan .  1 1 ,  1 984) i s  c lapt rap ,  bu t  d oes attest to 
Warne's one ta lent :  the a b i l i ty to su rro u n d  h i mse l f  with a 
fawn i n g  fo l lowi n g  w i th  even l ess autonomy and i m ag i n at ion  
than h e  had .  Warne's i nterest i n  c u lts was e m i nent ly  p ract i ca l .  
H is i do lators were peop le  who l i ked to be t o l d  what to d o  even 
as they col lect ive ly conf i rmed each oth e r's i l l usory or ig i na l i ty 
and d i st i nct i veness.  With the i r own wi l l i n g  co m p l ic i ty , Warne 
d i stracted h is  devotees from fac i ng the i r so rd i d  and  s ubserv ient  
eve ryday l i ves ,  wh ich  ne i ther  h e  nor  they wou l d  ever d ream of  
cha l l eng i n g ,  w i th  an  i m pover ished vers ion  of " p lay" at once 
t r ivi a l i ze d ,  t ranq u i l i z i n g  and soc i a l l y  safe . 

Endowed with  a l l  the  char i sma of a Cabbage Patch K i d ,  
d evo i d  o f  candor  and cou rage ,  often c h i l d i s h  bu t  neve r c h i l d l i ke ,  
g reedy i n  g ru b by l i tt le  ways, Warne was standoff i sh  n o t  o n l y  out  
of n e u ros is  and  snobbery but  because h e  a l ways h ad somet h i n g  
t o  h ide .  T o  l o o k  h i m  stra i g h t  i n  t h e  eye was a lways e n o u g h  t o  
make h i m  sq u i rm .  Kap lan p retends  (o r  maybe even be l ieves )  
t ha t  Warne d i sda i ned to  p rof i t  f rom h i s  p loys,  bu t  i t  was no t  fo r 
l ac k  of tryi n g .  He a lways pan ha n d l ed for  what h e  wanted w h i l e  
charg i n g  fo r what h e  h a d  t o  pu rvey. 

Warne was a paras i te o n  the p lay- i nst i nct ,  an  i ndo len t  
ideo log ue  of  work  ( fo r  o ther  peop le ) , the  voye u r  of scenes too 
a n i mated for  h i s  own part ic i pat i o n .  ( O n ce I encou ntered h i m  
among p u n ks ,  whom h e  hated , at an  afte rho u rs ven ue: g ri m ly  
stand i ng by ,  d o i n g  h i s  d uty to keep up  on  the  u n usua l . )  H e  
fea red spontane ity and real p lay because he  cou ld  neve r  
expe r ience t h e m  and because they were outs ide h i s  contro l .  
A n d  Warne a t  a l l  costs had t o  be i n  contro l ,  even i f  i t  meant  
l oos i ng  v io lence on  the  i nsu bord i nate. 

N ear  the end , Gary Wa rne f i n a l l y  found h i mse l f .  H e  became a 
cop .  There i s  noth i n g  e l se that needs to be sa i d .  

( 1 984) 

1 39 





THE LIBERTARIAN AS 
CONSERVATIVE 

(A shorter, different version of this article was delivered as an 
address a t  the fourth annual convocation of the Eris Society in 
A spen, Colorado in A ugust 1984. ) 

I agreed to come h ere today to s peak on  some s u c h  s u bject as 
"The  L i bertar ian as Conservat ive . "  To m e  t h i s  i s  so o bv ious  
that I am hard pu t  to f i n d  someth i n g  to say  to peo p l e  w h o  st i l l  
th i n k  l i bertar ian i sm h as someth i ng t o  d o  w i th  l i berty . A 
l i bertar ian  i s  j u st a Repu b l ican who takes drugs .  I 'd h ave 
p referred a m o re controvers ia l  top ic  l i ke "The M yth  of the Pen i l e  
O rg as m . "  But  s i n ce my attendance h e re i s  s u bs i d ized b y  t h e  
esteemed d ist r i butor  o f  a ver i tab le  referen ce l i bra ry o n  mayhem 
and d i rty t r icks ,  I can ' t  j ust take the  conch  and g o  rog ue .  I w i l l  
i ndeed m ut i l ate t h e  sacred cow w h i c h  i s  l i bertar ian i s m ,  as 
o rdered , bu t  I ' l l  ad m i n ister a few hard l efts to the  r i g ht i n  my own 
way.  And I don 't mean the  easy way.  I cou l d  j ust po int  to the 
l a i ssez-fa i re Tr i l ateral i sm of the  L i bertar ian  Party , then  leave 
and go look for a party. It doesn't  take l ong  to say that i f  you 
f ig ht  f i re w i th  f i re ,  you ' l l g et b u rned .  

I f  that were a l l I came up wi th , somebody wou l d  up and say 
that the LP has lapsed f ro m  the l i bertar ian  fa i t h ,  j u st as 
C h r ist ians  have i ns i sted that the i r behavio r  over the last 1 900 
years or  so shou ld n 't be held aga i n st Ch r ist i an i ty .  There are 
l i bertar ians  w h o  t ry to retr ieve l i bertari an i sm from the 
L i bertar ian  Party j ust as there a re C h r i st ians  who t ry  to rec la i m 
C h r ist i an i ty from Ch ristendom and  com m u n i sts ( I 've t r ied to 
myself )  who t ry to save com m u n is m  from the Com m u n i st 
part ies and states .  They (and I )  meant we l l  b u t  we l ost .  
L i bertari a n i s m  is party-arch i st f r i nge-r ig ht i sm j ust as soc i a l i s m  
rea l l y  i s  what Eastern E u ropean d i ss idents ca l l " rea l soc ia l i s m , "  
i. e . ,  the  rea l - l i fe state-soc i a l i s m  o f  q ueues ,  q u otas, corru pt io n  
and coerc i o n .  Bu t  I choose n ot to k n ock  d own t h i s  l i berta r ian  
strawman-qua-man who's  b l owi n g  over anyway. A wing of the  
Reagan i st R i g ht h as obv i ous ly  appropr iated , w i th  suspect 
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se lect iv i ty ,  such  l i be rtar ian  the mes as d e reg u l at i o n  and  
vo l u n tar i s m .  I d eo l og ues i n d i g nate that Reagan has  t ravest ied 
the i r pr i nc i p les .  Tou g h  sh i t !  I n ot ice that i t 's their pr i n c i p les ,  n ot 
m i ne ,  that he  fou n d  s u i tab le  to t ravesty. T h i s  k i nd of q uarre l  
d oesn't  i nterest me .  M y  reasons for  rega rd i n g  l i bertar i an i sm as  
conservat ive r u n  deeper than that .  

My target i s  what m ost l i be rtar ians  have in  c o m m o n  - with 
each other ,  and  w i th  the i r ostens ib l e  enem ies .  L i be rta r ians serve 
the state a l l  the  better because they dec la i m aga i nst i t .  At 
bottom ,  they want what it wants . But you can ' t  want what the  
state wants w i thout  wa nt i ng  the  state , for  what  the state wants i s  
the cond i t ions  i n  wh i c h  i t  f l ou r i shes .  My ( u nfr iend ly)  approach 
to modern soc iety i s  to regard i t  as an  i n teg rated tota l i ty .  S i l l y 
d octr i na i re theor ies w h i c h  reg a rd the state as a pa ras i t i c  
excrescence o n  soc iety can n ot exp l a i n  i ts centu r ies- long  
pers i stence ,  i ts o n g o i n g  encroac h ment  u po n  what was 
p rev ious ly  market te rra i n ,  or i ts acceptance by the  
overwh el m i n g  m aj o ri ty of peop le  i nc l u d i n g  i ts demonst rab le  
vi ct i ms .  

A fa r m o re p laus i b l e  theory i s  that the  state and  (at l east) this 
form of soc iety h ave a sym b i ot ic  ( however sord i d )  
i n te rdependence ,  that t h e  state and  s u c h  i n st i tu t ions  a s  the 
market and  the  n u c l ea r  fam i ly a re ,  i n  severa l ways, m odes of  
h ie rarchy  and  contro l .  The i r a rt i c u lat ion  i s  n ot a lways 
harmon ious  ( h e re i n of tu rf-f i g h ts)  bu t  they share a com m o n  
i nte rest i n  co ns ig n i ng the i r conf l icts t o  e l i te o r  expert reso l u t ion .  
T o  demon ize state auth or i tari an i sm w h i l e  i g nor i ng  i dent ica l  
a l be i t  contract-consec rated s u bserv ient  arrangements i n  the  
l a rge-sca le  corporat ions  wh ich  contro l  the wor ld  economy is  
fet ish ism at  i ts worst .  And yet ( to q u ote the m ost voc i fe ro u s  of  
rad ica l  l i berta rians ,  P rofesso r M u r ray Rothbard )  the re i s  
noth i n g  u n - l i bertar ian  a b o u t  "organ i zat i o n ,  h ie rarchy ,  wage­
work ,  g rant i n g  of f u n d s  by l i bertar ian  m i l l i ona i res ,  and  a 
l i bertar ian pa rty . "  I ndeed .  That i s  why l i bertar ia n i s m  i s  j ust 
conservat i sm with a rat iona l i st/posi t i v i st veneer .  

L i bertar ians  render  a serv ice to the state w h i c h  o n l y  they ca n 
p rov ide .  For  a l l  t he i r  comp la i nts about  i ts i l l i c i t  extens ions  they 
conced e ,  in  the i r  l uc i d  moments ,  that the state ru les far m o re by  
consent than by  coerc i o n  - w h i c h  i s  to say, o n  p resent-state 
" l i berta rian"  te rms the  state d oesn 't ru le  at a l l , it mere ly  carr i es 
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out  the tac i t  or exp l i c i t  terms of i ts contracts . I f  i t  seem s  
cont rad i ctory t o  say that coerc i o n  i s  consen s ua l ,  t he  
contrad ic t ion  i s  i n  the wor ld ,  n ot i n  the exp ress i o n ,  a n d  can 't 
adeq uate ly  be rendered except by d i a lect ica l  d iscou rse.  O ne­
d i mens iona l  syl l og i st ics  can 't do  j ust ice to a world l a rg e l y  
l ack i n g  i n  the  v i rtue .  I f  you r l a n g u ag e  lacks poetry and  paradox,  
i t 's  u nequa l  to the task of acco u nt i n g  for  actua l i ty .  Otherwise 
anyth i ng rad ica l l y  new i s  l i te ra l l y  u n s peakab le .  The  sch o last ic  
"A = A" log ic  c reated by the Catho l i c  C h u rc h  wh ich  the  
l i be rta r ians  i n her i ted , u n q uest ioned , f ro m  the  Ran d i tes i s  j ust as  
constr ict ive ly conservat i ve as the Newspeak of 1984 . 

The state commands ,  for  the  m ost part ,  o n l y  because i t  
commands  pop u l a r  s u p po rt .  I t  i s  (and  s h o u l d  be)  a n  
e m ba rrassment  t o  l i berta r ians  that t h e  state ru les w i th  m ass 
s u p po rt - i n c l u d i n g ,  for a l l  p ract ica l  p u rposes, the i rs .  

L i bertar ians  re i n fo rce acq u i escent  att i tudes by d ivert i n g  
d i sconten ts w h i c h  a re genera l ized (o r  tend i ng that way) a n d  
focus i ng  t h e m  o n  part i c u la r  featu res a n d  f u n ct ions  o f  the  state 
w h i c h  they a re the f i rst to i ns i st a re expendab le !  T h u s  they tu rn  
potent ia l  revo l u t ionaries i nto repa i rmen . Construct ive cr i t i c i s m  
i s  rea l ly the  s u bt lest sort o f  pra ise .  I f  the l i berta rians  s ucceed i n  
re l ievi n g  the  state o f  i t s  ex ig uous  act iv i t ies ,  t h e y  j ust m i g h t  be  i ts 
sa lvat i o n .  N o  longer  w i l l  reve rence for au thori ty be e roded by 
the p reva lent  off i c i a l  i nept i tude .  The  m o re the state does,  the  
m o re i t  does bad ly .  S u re ly  one  reason for the  common m a n 's 
ave rs ion  to Com m u n i s m  i s  h i s  re l uctance to see the  ent i re 
economy ru n l i ke the  Post Off ice .  T h e  state t r ies to tu rn i ts 
so l d i e rs and  po l i cemen i nto objects of venerat ion  and respect,  
but u n i forms l ose a lot  of the i r m ystiq ue when  you see them o n  
park rangers and  garbage m e n .  

The  idea ls  and  i nst i tu t ions  o f  au thori ty tend t o  c l u ster 
together ,  both s u bject i ve ly  a n d  obj ect ive ly .  You  may reca l l  
Edwa rd G i bbon 's rem a rk about  the eterna l  a l l i ance  of T h ro n e  
and  A l tar .  D isaffect i o n  from rece ived d og mas h a s  a tendency t o  
spread . I f  there i s  any  fut u re for  f reed o m ,  i t  depends  on  t h i s .  
U n less a n d  u nt i l a l ie n at io n  recog n izes itse l f ,  a l l  the  g u ns the  
l i be rtar ians  cher i sh  wi l l  be u se less aga i nst the  state . 

You m i g ht o bject that what I 've sa id  may app ly  to the  
m i na rc h i st m aj or i ty of l i berta r ians , bu t  n ot to the  se lf-sty led 
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anarch ists among  them . N ot so.  To m y  m i nd a r i g h t-wi n g  
anarc h i st i s  j ust a m i n a rc h ist who 'd abo l i sh  the state to h i s  own 
sat i sfact ion  by ca l l i ng i t  somet h i n g  e lse .  But th is  i ncestuous  
fam i ly squabb le  i s  n o  affa i r of m i ne .  Both  camps ca l l  for  part i a l  
o r  comp lete p ri vat izat ion  o f  state f u n ct io n s  but  ne i ther  
q uest ions  the  fu nct ions  themse lves.  They d o n 't denou nce what 
the state d oes ,  they j ust o bj ect to who's d o i n g  i t .  T h i s  is why the 
peop le  m ost v ict i m ized by the state d isp lay the least i n te rest i n  
l i bertari a n i s m .  T hose o n  the recei v i n g  end  o f  coerc i o n  d o n 't 
q u i b b le over the i r coercers '  c redentia l s .  I f  you can 't pay o r  d o n 't 
want to ,  you d o n 't m u c h  care i f  you r  depr ivat i o n  i s  ca l led 
l a rceny o r  taxat i o n  o r  rest i tu t ion  o r  rent .  I f  you l i ke to contro l  
you r own t ime,  you d i st i n g u ish  e m p l oyment  from ens lavement  
on ly  i n  deg ree a n d  d u ratio n .  An ideo logy w h i c h  outd oes a l l  
oth e rs (w i th  t h e  poss i b l e  except ion  o f  Marx i sm)  i n  i ts exaltat ion  
o f  the work  eth i c  can on ly  be a b rake o n  ant i -au thori tar ian 
o rien tat ions ,  even i f  i t  d oes make the  t ra i n s  ru n o n  t i me .  

M y  secon d  a rg u ment ,  re lated to the f i rst , i s  tha t  the l i bertar ian  
phob ia  as to the  state ref lects a n d  rep rod uces a p rofo u n d  
m isu ndersta n d i n g  o f  the  operat ive fo rces wh i c h  make for soc ia l  
cont ro l  i n  the mod e rn worl d .  If - and  th i s  i s  a b i g  " i f , "  espec i a l l y  
where b o u rgeo is  l i be rtar ians  a re concerned - what you want i s  
t o  max i m ize i nd iv i dua l  autonomy,  then  i t  i s  q u i te c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
state i s  the  l east o f  the  p h e n o m e n a  w h i c h  sta n d  i n  you r  way. 

I mag i n e  that you are a Ma rt ian  anth ropo log i st spec i a l i z i n g  i n  
Terra n  stud ies and  eq u i pped w i th  the  f i nest i n  te lescopes a n d  
v i d e o  eq u i pment .  You  have n ot yet d ec i phe red any Terran 
l ang uage and so you can o n l y  record what Earth l i n g s  do, n ot 
the i r shared m i sconcept ions  as to what they' re do ing  a n d  why.  
H owever,  you can gauge m u g h ly  when they ' re d o i n g  what they 
want a n d  when  they're d o i n g  someth i n g  e lse .  You r  f i rst 
i m portant  d iscovery is that Earth l i ng s  devote near ly  a l l  the i r 
t i me  to u n we lcome act iv i t ies .  The on ly  i m portan t  except ion  i s  a 
d wi n d l i n g  set of h u n te r-gath e re r  g ro u ps u npert u rbed by 
g overn ments ,  c h u rc h es and schoo ls  who devote some fou r 
h o u rs a day to subs i stence act iv i t ies wh i c h  so c l ose ly  rese m b l e  
the  l e i s u re act iv i t ies o f  the  pr iv i l eg ed c lasses i n  i n d ustr ia l  
cap i ta l ist  cou ntr ies that you a re u ncerta i n  whether  to descr ibe  
what  they d o  as work o r  p lay .  B ut the  state and t h e  market a re 
e rad i cati n g  these h o l d o uts a n d  you very proper ly concentrate 
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o n  the  a l most a l l - i nc l us ive wor ld-syste m w h i c h ,  for  a l l  i ts 
ev ident  i nterna l  an tagon isms as ep i tom ized in war ,  i s  m uc h  the  
sam e  everywhere .  The Te rra n  you n g ,  you f u rther  observe , a re 
a l m ost wh o l l y  s ubject to the i m pos i t ions  of the fam i ly a n d  the 
schoo l ,  somet i mes seconded by the  c h u rc h  and  occasi o n a l l y  
the state . The  ad u lts often asse m b l e  i n  fa m i l ies too , bu t  the 
p lace where they pass the  m ost t ime a n d  s u b m i t  to the  c losest 
contro l  i s  at wo rk .  Th us ,  w i thout  even enter i n g  i nto the q u est i o n  
o f  the wor ld  econo my's u l t i mate d i ctat ion  wi th i n  nar row l i m its of 
everybody's p rod uct i ve act i v i ty ,  it's appa rent  that the sou rce of 
the g reatest d i rect d u ress exper ienced by the o rd i na ry ad u l t  i s  
not  the state bu t  rath e r  the  bus i ness that e m ploys h i m .  You r 
fo reman or  s u perv isor  g ives you m o re o r-e lse o rders i n  a week 
than  the po l i ce d o  i n  a d ecade .  

I f  one  l oo ks at the wo rld w i thout  p rej u d ice but  w i t h  a n  eye t o  
maxi m i z i n g  f reedo m ,  the  maj o r  coerc i ve i nst i tu t ion  i s  n o t  t h e  
state , i t ' s  work. L i be rta r ians  who w i t h  a stra i g h t  face ca l l  f o r  t h e  
a bo l i t io n  o f  the  state n onethe less look  o n  ant i -work att i tudes 
w i th  h o rror .  The i dea of abo l i s h i n g  work i s ,  of c o u rse ,  an  affront  
to  common  sense .  But  then  so i s  the  i dea of  abo l i sh i n g  the  state . 
I f  a referend u m  we re he ld  among  l i be rtar ians  w h i c h  posed as 
opt ions  the abo l i t i on  of wo rk with retent ion  of the state , o r  
a b o l i t i o n  o f  the  state w i t h  retent ion  o f  wo rk ,  d oes a n y o n e  d o u bt 
the  o utcome? 

L i bertar ians  a re i nto l i near reaso n i ng and  q uant i tat i ve 
a n a l ys is .  If they app l ied these methods to test the i r own 
p resc r ip t ions  they'd be in  for  a shock .  T hat's the  po i n t  of my 
M a rt ian  thought  exper iment .  Th is  i s  n ot to say that the  state i sn 't 
j ust as u n savory as the  l i bertar ians  say i t  i s .  Bu t  i t  does suggest 
that the state is i m portant ,  n ot so m uc h  fo r the d i rect d u ress it 
i nf l i cts on conv icts a n d  consc ri pts , for  i n stance ,  as for  its 
i n d i rect back- u p  of em p l oyers wh o reg i ment  e m p l oyees , 
shopkeepers w h o  a rrest s h o p l i fters,  and  parents w h o  
paterna l ize ch i l d re n .  I n  these c lassrooms ,  the  l esson of 
s u b m iss ion  is l earned . Of cou rse , there a re a lways a few f reaks 
l i ke ana rc ho-cap i ta l i sts o r  Catho l i c  anarc h i sts,  b ut they ' re j ust 
excepti o n s  to the ru l e  of ru le .  

U n l i ke s ide  i ssues  l i ke u n e m ployment ,  u n ions ,  and  m i n i m u m ­
wage laws,  t h e  s u bj ect o f  work i tse lf  i s  a l m ost en t i re l y  absent  
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from l i bertar ian  l i te rat u re .  Most of what l i tt l e  there i s  cons i sts of 
Rand i te rant i ngs  aga i n st parasites,  bare ly  d i st i n g u ishab le  f ro m  
t h e  i n vect ive i nf l i cted o n  d iss iden ts by t h e  Soviet press, a n d  
S u nday-schoo l  p lat i tud i n i z i n g  that there i s  n o  f ree l u nc h  - t h i s  
from fat cats who have usua l ly  i ngested a l o t  o f  t hem .  I n  1 980 a 
ra re except io n  a p pea red i n  a book review p u bl i shed i n  the  
Libertarian Review by P rofesso r  John  H ospers ,  the  L i bertar ian  
Party e lder  state's-man  who  f l u n ked out  of the  E lectoral Co l l eg e  
i n  1 972 . H e re was a s p i r i ted defen se o f  work by a co l l eg e  
p rofessor who d i d n 't have t o  do  a n y .  T o  demonstrate that h is 
arg u ments we re th orou g h l y  conservat ive ,  i t  i s  e n o u g h  to show 
that  they ag reed in  a l l  essent ia l s  w i th  Marx ism-le n i n is m .  

Hospe rs though t  he  cou l d  j ust ify wage- labor ,  factory 
d i sc i p l i ne and  h ie ra rc h i c  management  by n ot i n g  that t hey're 
i m posed in Len i n i st reg i mes as wel l as u nder  cap i ta l i s m .  Wou l d  
h e  accept t h e  sam e  a rg u me n t  for t h e  n ecess i ty o f  rep ressive sex 
and d rug  l aws? l i ke other  l i bertar ians ,  Hospe rs is u neasy -
hence h i s  g ratu i to us  red-ba i t i ng - because l i bertarian i sm a n d  
len i n i sm a re as d i fferen t  as C o k e  and  Pepsi  when i t  comes t o  
consecrat i n g  c lass soc iety and  the sou rce o f  i t s  power, wo rk .  
O n ly u po n  the  f i rm fou n dat ion  of facto ry fasc i s m  and  off ice  
o l i garchy d o  l i berta r ians  a n d  len i n i sts dare to debate the  t r iv ia l  
i ssues d i v id i n g  them .  Toss i n  the m a i n st ream conservat i ves who 
fee l j ust the same a n d  we e n d  up wi th  a ve r i tab le  t r i l ate ra l i s m  of  
p ro-work ideo logy seasoned to taste . 

Hospers ,  who never has to ,  sees n oth i ng demea n i n g  i n  tak i n g  
orders from bosses, fo r " how e l se cou l d  a l a rg e  sca le  factory b e  
o rgan ized? "  I n  oth e r  words ,  "want i ng  t o  a bo l i sh  au thori ty i n  
la rge-sca l e  i n d ustry i s  tan ta m o u n t  t o  want i n g  t o  abo l i sh  
i ndust ry i tse l f . "  Hospers aga i n ?  N o, F reder ick  Enge ls !  Marx 
agreed : " Go and  ru n one  of the Barce lona factor ies w i thout  
d i recti o n ,  that i s  to say, w i thou t  a uthor i ty! " (Wh ich  is  j ust what 
the Cata lan  workers d i d  in 1 936 , wh i l e  t h e i r  anarch o-synd ica l i st 
l eaders tem porized and  cu t  dea ls  wi th  the  g overn ment . ) 
"Someone, " says H ospers ,  " has to make d ec i s ions  and"  -
here 's  the k i cker  - "someone else has to i m p lement  them . "  
Why? H i s  p recu rsor  Len i n  l i kewise endorsed " i n d i vi d u a l  
d i ctator ia l  powers" t o  assu re "absol ute and  str ict unity of will. " 
" But h ow can str ict u n i ty of w i l l  be e n s u red? By thousands 
subord i nat i n g  the i r wi l l  to the  wi l l  of one . "  What 's needed to 
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make i nd ustr i a l i s m  work i s  " i ro n  d isc i p l i ne wh i l e  at work ,  w i th  
unquestioning obedience to the  wi l l  of a s i n g le pe rson ,  the  
soviet leade r, wh i le at work . "  A rbeit macht frei! 

Some peop le  g i v i n g  o rd e rs and  others o beyi n g  the m :  t h i s  i s  
t h e  essence o f  serv i tud e .  O f  cou rse , a s  Hospers s m u g l y  
o bserves , " o n e  c a n  a t  l east change  jobs , "  bu t  you can 't avo i d  
h avi n g  a job  - j ust a s  u n d e r  stat i sm one  c a n  a t  l east change  
nat i ona l i t ies b u t  you can 't avo i d  s u bject i on  to one  nat i on-state 
or a n other .  Bu t  f reedom means  m o re than  the r i gh t  to change  
masters. 

Hospers and othe r  l i bertar ians  are w ro n g  to ass u me ,  with 

Manchester i nd ustr ia l i st Enge ls ,  that tec h n o logy i m poses i ts 
d iv is ion  of labor " i ndependent  of soc ia l  o rgan izat i on . "  R ather ,  
the  factory is  an  i nstru ment  of soc ia l  contro l ,  t he  m ost effect ive 
ever dev ised to enforce the  c lass chasm between the  few who 
" make dec is ions" and  the  many who " i m p lement  them . "  
I nd ustr ia l  tec h n o logy i s  m u c h  m o re t h e  prod u ct than  t h e  sou rce 
of workp lace tota l i tari a n i s m .  T h u s  the revo l t  aga inst work -
ref l ected i n  absentee i sm , sabotage ,  t u rnover, e m bezz lement ,  
w i ldcat str i kes ,  and  g o l d br ic k i ng  - has far m o re l i be ratory 
p ro m i se than  the  mac h i nat io n s  of " l i be rta r i an"  po l i t i cos and  
p ropagand i sts . 

M ost work serves the p redatory p u rposes of commerce a n d  
coerc ion  and  c a n  be abo l i shed out r i g ht .  The  rest can b e  
a utomated away a n d/or t ra n sformed - by the expe rts,  t h e  
workers who do  i t  - i nto c reat ive ,  p layl i ke past i mes whose 
var iety and conv iv i a l i ty wi l l  make ext r i ns ic  i n d ucements l i ke the 
cap i ta l i st carrot and the Com m u n i st st ick equa l ly obsolete . I n  
the  hopef u l l y  i m pend i ng meta- i n d ustr ia l  revo l ut i on ,  l i bertar ian  
com m u n ists revo l t i n g  aga i nst work  w i l l  sett l e  accou nts w i th  
" l i berta r ians"  a n d  "Com m u n ists" work i n g  aga i nst revo lt .  And 
then we can g o  fo r the  g usto ! 

Even if yo u  th i n k  everyth i ng I 've sa id  about  wo rk ,  such  as the  
poss i b i l i ty of i ts abo l i t io n ,  i s  v i s ionary nonsense ,  the ant i - l i berty 
i mp l icat ions  of i ts p reva lence wou l d  st i l l  ho ld  g ood . The t ime  of 
you r l i fe is the one  co m m od ity yo u can se l l bu t  never buy bac k .  
M u rray R oth bard th i n ks ega l i ta ri an ism i s  a revo l t  aga i nst natu re ,  
bu t  h i s  d a y  i s  2 4  h o u rs l o n g ,  j ust l i ke everybody e lse's .  I f  y o u  
s p e n d  most o f  you r  wak i n g  l i fe tak i ng o rders o r  k i ss i n g  ass , i f  
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you get hab i tuated to h i e ra rchy ,  you wi l l  become pass ive­
agg ress ive ,  sado-masoch ist ic ,  serv i l e  and stu pi f ied , and  you wi l l  
carry that l oad i nto every aspect of the ba lance of you r l i fe . 
I n capab le  of l i v i n g  a l i fe of l i be rty, you ' l l  sett le  fo r one of i ts 
ideo log ica l  rep resentat ions ,  l i ke l i bertar ian i s m .  You can't  t reat 
va l ues l i ke workers ,  h i r i n g  and f i r i n g  them at wi l l  and  assi g n i ng 
each a p lace i n  a n  i m posed d iv i s ion  of labor .  The  taste for 
f reedo m  and p leasure can 't be com partmenta l i zed . 

L i bertar ians  comp la i n  that the  state i s  paras i t i c ,  an  
excrescence on  soc iety. They th i n k  i t ' s  l i ke a t u m o r  you cou l d  
cu t  out ,  leav i n g  t h e  pat ient  j ust a s  he was ,  o n l y  hea l th ier .  
They've been myst i f ied by the i r own metaphors .  L i ke the 
market, the state i s  an  act iv i ty ,  not  a n  ent i ty .  The on ly  way to 
a bo l i sh  the state i s  to change the way of l i fe i t  forms a part of .  
That way of l i fe ,  i f  you ca l l  that l i v i n g ,  revo lves a ro u n d  work and  
takes i n  b u reau c racy, m o ra l i s m ,  sch oo l i n g ,  money,  and m o re .  
L i bertar ians  a re conservatives because they avowed ly want 
to ma i nta i n m ost of t h i s  m ess and  so u nwitt i n g ly perpetuate the 
rest of the racket .  But  they're bad conservat i ves beca use they've 
fo rg otten the rea l i ty of i nst i tut i ona l  and ideo log ica l  
i n te rcon nect ion  wh ich  was the o ri g i na l  i ns i gh t  of the h i stor ica l  
conservat i ves .  Ent i re ly out  of touch wi th  the rea l c u rrents of  
conte m po ra ry resistance ,  they denou nce practical oppos i t io n  to 
the  system as " n i h i l i s m , "  " L udd i s m , "  and othe r  b ig words they 
d o n 't u nderstand .  A g lance at the  wor ld conf i rms that the i r 
utop ian  cap i ta l i sm  j ust can 't compete with the state . W i th  
enem ies l i ke l i bertar ians ,  the state doesn 't need f r iends .  

( 1 984) 
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ANARCHISM AND OTHER 

IMPEDIMENTS TO ANARCHY 

There i s  no  need at p resent  to p rod uce new def i n i t i ons  of 
anarch ism - it  wo u ld be ha rd to i m p rove on  th ose l o n g  s i nce 
d evised by var ious  e m i nent  d ead fore ig ners .  Nor  n eed we l i n g e r  
over the  fam i l i a r  hyphenated anarch isms ,  com m u n ist- a n d  
i nd iv id ua l i st- and so forth ; t h e  textbooks cover a l l  t h a t .  M o re t o  
the po i nt i s  why w e  a re n o  c l oser  to ana rchy  today than  were 
Godwi n and P ro u d h o n  and K ropotk i n  and G o l d m a n  i n  the i r 
t i mes .  There a re l ots of reasons ,  bu t  the  ones that m ost need to 
be though t  about  a re the o nes the anarc h i sts engender  
themse l ves ,  s i nce i t  i s  these obstac les - i f  any - i t  shou ld  be  
poss i b l e  to rem ove. Poss i b le ,  bu t  not  probab le .  

My cons idered j u d g ment ,  after years o f  scrut i ny  o f ,  a n d  
somet i mes h arrowi n g  act i v i ty i n  the  anarch i st m i l i e u ,  i s  that 
anarchists are a ma i n reason - I suspect,  a suff i c ien t  reason -
why anarc h y  re ma ins  an  e pi thet w i thout a p rayer of a chance to 
be rea l ized . M ost anarc h i sts a re ,  f ra n k ly ,  i ncapab le of l i v i n g  i n  
a n  autonomous  cooperat ive man ner .  A lot of them aren ' t  very 
b ri g ht .  They ten d  to peruse the i r own c lass ics and  i ns ider  
l i te ratu re to the exc l us ion  of  b roader k n owledge of the  wor ld  we 
l i ve i n .  Essent ia l l y  t i m i d ,  they assoc iate wi th  othe rs l i ke 
themse lves wi th  the  tac i t  u n d e rstand i ng that nobody wi l l  
meas u re anyone e lse's o p i n ions  a n d  act ions  aga i n st any  
standard o f  p ract ica l  cr i t ica l  i nte l l i gence ;  that n o  one  by h i s  o r  
h e r  i nd iv i dua l  ach i evements wi l l  r i se too fa r above t h e  p reva len t  
l eve l ;  a n d ,  above a l l ,  t ha t  nobody cha l l enge  the  s h i bbo leths of 
anarc h i st i deo logy .  

Anarch ism as a m i l i eu  i s  not so m uc h  a cha l l enge  to the 
ex ist i n g  o rder  as i t  i s  one  h ig h ly spec ia l ized form of  
accomodat ion  to i t .  I t  i s  a way of l i fe , o r  an  adj u nct of one ,  w i th  
i ts own part i cu l a r  m ix of rewards and  sac r i f ices .  Pove rty i s  
o b l i gatory, bu t  for that  ve ry reason forec l oses the  q u est i o n  
whether  t h i s  o r  that anarc h i st cou ld  have been anyth i n g  but  a 
fai l u re regard less of i deo logy .  The  h i sto ry of anarc h i s m  i s  a 
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h istory of u n pa ra l l e l ed defeat and  martyrdom ,  yet anarc h i sts 
venerate the i r  v ict i m ized forebears w i th  a morb id  devot ion  
w h i c h  occas ions  susp ic ion  that the  anarc h i sts,  l i ke everybody 
e l se ,  th i n k  the  on ly good anarch ist is  a d ead one .  Revo l u t ion  -
defeated revo l ut ion  - is  g l or ious ,  bu t  i t  be longs i n  books and  
pam p h l ets .  I n  t h i s  centu ry - Spai n i n  1 936 and France i n  1 968 
are especi a l l y  c l ea r  cases - the revo l u t ionary u ps u rge caug ht 
the offi c i a l , o rgan ized anarc h i sts f l at-footed and i n i t ia l l y  
nonsuppo rt ive or  worse . The reaso n i s  not fa r t o  seek .  I t 's n ot 
that a l l  t hese ideo log u es were h ypocrites {some were} . Rather ,  
t hey had worked o u t  a da i ly  rou t i ne  of anarc h i st m i l i tancy, one 
they u nconsc io us ly  counted on  to end u re i ndef i n i te ly  s i nce 
revo l ut ion  i sn 't really i ma g i nab le  i n  the he re-and -now, and  they 
reacted wi th  fear a n d  defens ive ness when events outd istanced 
the i r rheto r ic .  

I n  oth e r  words ,  g i ven a cho ice between anarc h ism and 
anarchy ,  most anarc h i sts wo u l d  go for  the anarc h ism ideo logy 
and s u b c u l t u re rather  than take a dangerous leap i nto the 
u n k n ow n ,  i n to a wo r ld  of state less l i be rty. Bu t  s i nce anarc h i sts 
a re a l most the o n l y  avowed c ri t ics  of the state as such , these 
f reedom-fea ri ng  fo l k  wou ld i nevitab ly  ass u me p ro m i nent  or  at 
l east p u b l i c i zed p laces in any i nsu rgency wh ich  was gen u i ne ly  
ant i -stat ist .  Themse lves fo l lowe r-types, t hey  wo u ld f i n d  
themse lves the l eaders o f  a revo l u t ion  wh ich  th reatened the i r 
sett led status  no l ess than that of the po l i t i c ians  and propr ietors.  
The anarc h i sts wou l d  sa botage the revo l ut i o n ,  consc i ous ly  o r  
othe rwise ,  w h i c h  w i thout  t h e m  m i ght  have d i spensed wi th  the 
state wi thout  even paus i ng  to rep lay the  anc ient  Marx/Bak u n i n  
tuss le .  

I n  t ruth  the anarc h i sts who assu me the name have done  
n oth i n g  to cha l l enge  the state , n ot w i th  w indy  u n read ja rgon­
r idd led writ i ngs ,  bu t  wi th  the contag ious  exa m p l e  of  anothe r  
way t o  relate to other peop le .  Anarc h i sts a s  they cond uct the 
anarc h i s m  b u s i n ess a re the best refutat ion  of anarc h i st 
p retens ions .  True ,  i n  N o rth Amer ica at least the top-heavy 
"federat ions"  of worker ist organ izers h ave co l lapsed i n  e n n u i  
a n d  acr i mony ,  a n d  a g ood t h i n g  too, b u t  t h e  i nformal  soc ia l  
struct u re of anarc h i sm i s  st i l l  h i e ra rc h i c  t h ro u g h  and th roug h .  
The anarc h i sts p lac i d l y  s u b m it to what Ba k u n i n  ca l led a n  
" i nvi s i b l e  g overnment" wh ich  i n the i r case cons ists o f  the 
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ed i tors ( i n  fact i f  n ot i n  name)  of a handfu l  of the  la rger  a n d  
longer- last i n g  ana rc h i st p u b l i cat ions .  

These p u b l icat i ons ,  desp i te see m i ng l y  p rofo u n d  ideo log ica l  
d i ffe rences,  h ave s i m i l a r  "fathe r-k nows-best" stan ces v i s-a-v i s  
the i r readers as we l l  as a gent lemen 's  a g reement  n ot to  pe r m i t  
attacks u pon  each o t h e r  w h i c h  wou l d  expose i ncons iste n c i es 
and othe rwise u nd e rm i ne the i r com m o n  c l ass i n te rest i n  
hegemony over the ana rc h ist  ran k-and-f i l e .  O d d l y  e n ou g h ,  you  
can much  m o re read i ly c r i t i c i ze the Fifth Esta te o r  Kick It O ver i n  
the i r own pages than you can there cr i t i cize, say, Processed 

World. Every o rgan izat ion  has m o re i n  co m m o n  wi th  every othe r  
organ izat ion  than  i t d oes w i th  a n y  o f  t h e  u no rgan ized . T h e  
anarc h i st cr i t i q ue o f  the  state , i f  o n l y  the  a n a rc h i sts u n d e rstood 
it ,  i s  but a spec i a l  case of the cr i t i q ue of o rgan i zat i o n .  A n d ,  at 
some leve l ,  even a n a rc h i st o rg a n izat ions  sense t h i s .  

Ant i -anarc h i sts m ay we l l  con c l ude  that i f  there i s  to be 
h ie rarchy and  coerc i o n ,  let  i t  be ou t  i n  the  ope n ,  c l ear ly  l a be l l ed  
as  such .  U n l i ke these p u n d its ( the  r i gh t-wi ng  " l i berta r ians , "  the  
m i narc h i sts ,  for i nstance)  I stu bborn l y  pe rs ist i n  m y  oppos i t i o n  
t o  t h e  state .  Bu t  n ot because,  a s  anarc h i sts so often 
thought less ly dec l a i m ,  the  state i s  not " necessary . "  O rd i nary 
peop le  d i sm iss t h i s  a n a rc h i st asse rt ion  as l ud i c rous ,  and  so they 
shou l d .  Obv ious ly ,  in  a n  i n d ustr ia l ized c lass soc iety l i ke o u rs ,  
t h e  state is necessary. The  po in t  i s  that the  state has c reated the  
cond i t ions  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  i ndeed n ecessary ,  by stri p p i n g  
i n d iv idua ls  and  face-to-face vo l u nta ry assoc iat fons  o f  the i r 
powers . M o re f u n d amenta l ly ,  the  state 's u n d e rp i n n i ng s  (work ,  
mora l i s m ,  i nd ustr ia l  tec h n o l ogy ,  h i e ra rc h i c  organ izat ions)  a re 
not necessa ry b u t  rather  ant i thet ica l  to the  sat i sfact i o n  of rea l  
needs and  des i res. U nfo rtu nate ly ,  m ost brands o f  a n a rc h i s m  
endorse a l l  these p re m i ses yet ba l k  a t  the i r l o g i ca l  con c l u s i o n :  
the state . 

I f  there were no  ana rc h i sts , the  state wo u l d  h ave had to i nven t  
them . We know tha t  o n  several occas ions  i t  has d o n e  j ust that .  
We need anarch ists u n e nc u m be red by a n a rc h i s m .  T h e n ,  a n d  
o n ly the n ,  w e  c a n  beg i n  t o  g et ser i ous  about  foment i n g  ana rchy .  

( 1 985) 
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THE BEST BOOK CATALOG 
IN THE WORLD 

Loo m pa n i cs U n l i m i ted , 1 985 Main Catalog ( Po rt Townsen d ,  
WA: Loom pan ics U n l i m i ted ,  1 985) .  1 48 p p ,  $2 .00 o r  f ree w i th  
book  o rd e r  f rom PO Box 1 1 97 ,  Port Town se n d ,  WA 98368 . 

Remember  the  Whole Earth Catalog? Se l f-suff i c i ency ,  
pe rsona l  g rowt h ,  u top ian  v is ions ,  i n n ovat i ve tec h n o l ogy? Wel l ,  
t hat was then a n d  now,  i t 's  today. N ot a l l t hat d i fferent  i n  many  
o f  i t s  l i st i ngs ,  bu t  very d i ffe ren t  i n  i t s  p u rpose and po i nt o f  v iew,  
i s  the  1 985 Ma i n Cata l og of Loo m pa n i cs U n l i m i ted , the  dark  s ide 
of the  Power.  I t  i s  CoEvolution Quarterly ruth less ly  re-ed i ted by 
Fr ied r ich  N ietzsche .  Somewhere in  th is  cata log there m ust be a 
cookbook wh ich  l i sts a rec i pe for hobb i t  tartare .  The t i m e  i s  
n ow,  t i mes a re to u g h  and  n ice g u ys f i n ish  last .  Loo m pa n ics i s  
v i s ionary ,  a l m ost m yst ica l  i n  i t s  o w n  way, b ut not  t u n ne l ­
v i s ionary .  R i m baud  i s  g reat b u t  h e  better  m a ke l i ke Rambo i f  he  
wants to w i n .  

T h i s  i s  e i t he r  t h e  worst o r ,  a s  i t  m odest l y  p ro poses, " the best 
book cata l og in the wo rl d . "  I t  i s  by and for  peop le  who want  
f reed o m ;  bu t  w h o  f i g u re that means  they want  powe r.  T h e  
d ist i nc t ion  i s ,  afte r a l l ,  an  e l us ive one .  O n  paper at l east ,  
Loom pan i cs and i ts c u stomers a re n ot too part i c u l a r  about what 
i t  takes to get what  they want .  Many of the  books ava i l ab l e  i n  
t h i s  1 48-page cata l og (and i n  p rec ious  few oth e r  p laces) te l l  
how to d o  the  k i n d  of t h i ngs  best l eft u ndone  i n  a bette r wo rl d ,  
maybe even i n  t h i s  o n e .  There i s ,  for i nstance ,  J o h n M i n ne ry's 
s ix-vo l u m e  epic How to Kill, and the to rt u re L i b ra ry ,  and the  
lockp i c k i n g  manua l s  by " Ed d i e  the  W i re . "  (Many  Loo m pa n i cs 
authors use pseudonyms - fo r g ood reaso n - and the  names 
a lone  te l l  the  story:  "Ad a m  Cash "  ( G uerrilla Capita lism) ,  "Rex 
Fera l "  ( How to Rip Off a Drug Dealer) , "Rag nar  Redbeard " 
( Migh t  Is Right) , "X" C . P .A .  (How to Cheat on Your Taxes) , etc . ) .  
Pretty scary stuff ,  u h ?  

N ot t o  worry - too m u c h ,  anyway. Avowed ly  ego ist a n d  
amora l i st ,  Loom pan ics  i s  n onethe less m o re rel i a b l e  t h a n  m ost 
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mai l-order bus i nesses, j ust as athe i sts genera l l y  l i ve m o re 
eth i ca l  l i ves than  Ch r ist i ans .  Se l f- i n te rest i s  the  reason .  "So 
controvers ia l  a re the  books we offer , "  wr i tes " P ro pr ietor" 
M ic hael  Hoy in the  I n trod uct i o n ,  "that m ost magaz i nes wi l l  n ot 
a l l ow us  to adve rt ise .  Bookstores and  d i str i b utors wi l l  not carry 
o u r  p u b l i cati ons .  Per i od ica ls  refuse to revi ew o u r  books . "  
( Usua l l y . )  Loo m pa n i cs p u b l i shes sma l l -press s ize ru n s  o f  a 
l a rge  n u m ber  of books of very l i m i ted appea l  a n d ,  as a resu l t ,  
p ri ces a re h i g h .  I t  has to c u l t i vate i t s  custo mers a n d  keep them . 

And  who a re Loo m pan ics c u sto mers? I d o n 't k n ow ( i t  d oes 
ren t  i ts ma i l i n g  l i st but  yo u can check a box to opt off and you 
d a m n  we l l  s h o u l d ) , b ut I d o u bt they a re the we l l -a rmed , h i g h ­
tec h ,  d rug-tak i n g ,  su rvi va l i st ,  m a rt ia l  a rts,  b lack-ma rketeer i n g ,  
tax-dodg i ng ,  paper-t r i pp i n g ,  hea l th-nut ,  f ree-th i n k i n g  
D iscord i a n  m aster c r i m i na l s  that a com posite o f  cata log c u l l i ngs  
wou l d  s u g g est. I t h i n k  they a re m ost ly sp i r i tua l ly rest l ess 
conte m p l at ives,  probab ly  locked in stra i g h t  j o bs ,  d rea m i n g  of 
escape - of "vo n u "  ( i nv u l n erab i l i ty to coerc ion  t h ro u g h  
w i thd rawa l f ro m  soc iety) , of s pace co lon izat ion , o f  l i fe 
extens ion  to t i de  them over t i l l  a better day,  of the b i g  sco re .  
T h ey take h o pe f r o m  books that parade the i r  conte m pt fo r 
n o rma l  l i fe w h i l e  portray i n g  fantast ic  poss i b i l i t ies  a l ways 
p rese nted i n  a patented m a n n e r  of tough-m i n ded rat iona l i s m .  
T h e  typ ica l  Loo m pan ics reader  i s ,  I conjectu re, a s u rrea l ist 
t ra p ped i n  the  body of an  e n g i neer .  

So I d o u bt the cr i me  rates a re affected one  way or  the  other  by 
the  se l f- h e l p  b u rg la ry books - maybe a b i t  by  the  ha rassment  
and  tax-evas i o n  manua ls  - o r  the  cr i m e-prevent ion  texts . The  
k nowledge i n  these books  i s ,  n ot neut ra l  certa i n ly ,  bu t  d o u b le­
edged . Loo m pa n i cs says: i f  anyone k n ows t h i s  stuff ,  why 
s h o u l d n 't you? I n  part i c u lar ,  Loo m pan ics - p ro u d l y  def i n i ng 
i tse l f  as " the l u nat ic  f r i nge  of the l i berta r ian  movement" -
asse rts that g ove r n ments know a l l about  v io lence a n d  d i rty 
t r icks ,  i n d i v i dua l s  too had better learn  the  sco re .  T h i s  m i g ht 
sou nd fac i l e  and  rheto r ica l but  fo r the  t h o u g h t-provo k i n g  fact 
that many  of Loom pan ics '  vol u m es on the Da rk Arts a re n oth i n g  
m o re t h a n  rep ri n ts o f  g overn ment  p u b l i cat ions ,  books l i ke 
Covert Surveillance and Electronic Penetra tion and  Barrier 
Penetra tion Database ( "a  m ust for  every n uc lear  terro r ist 's 
l i b ra ry ! " ) . And i f  you th i n k  books on  How to Start Your O wn 
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Country and  Basement Nukes are absu rd ,  they nonethe less 
stark ly  pose q uesti ons  wh ich  a re n ot ,  l i ke "wh o  i s  q u a l i f ied to 
possess n uc lear  weapons i f  I 'm n ot? " Loo m pa n ics u n d e r m i nes 
the re l i g i o n  of nati o n a l i s m  by  i n d i rect i on , in  u nexpected ways . 
As one Loo m pa n i cs au thor  op i nes ,  " the wor ld  i s  overpop u l ated 
wi th  peop le  who need to be h u rt . "  But these very peop le - the 
fer ret-faced off ic ia l s ,  g overn menta l  a n d  corporate,  and  the i r 
hangers-one  - wi l l  l i ke ly  cont i n ue to d ish  i t  ou t  m uch  m o re 
than they take i t ,  n ot from read i ng books on  h ow to make b l ow­
g u ns and heft m o rn i ng -stars b ut by the i nexo rab le  o rd i na ry 
operat ion  of the  eve ryday rou t i ne .  

Th e  Loo m pan ics p h i losophy  i s  t ha t ,  i n sofa r as v ict i m i zat io n  i s  
avoi dab le ,  i t i s  vol u ntary. You can ( i t  i s  c l a i m ed )  s u rv ive a n d  
even p rosper d u ri n g  the b a d  t i mes w h i l e  awa i t i ng  utop ian  
sa l vat i o n  and  eve n ,  shou ld  i t  fa i l  to happe n ,  w i thout  i t .  The  t i t l e  
o f  one c r ime-prevent ion  book  ( by a n  ex-con )  says i t  a l l :  Don 't 
Become the Victim . Ove ra l l ,  t h i s  i nd iv i dua l is t ic  self- l i be rat io n  
approach c a n  be cha racter ized as "anarc ho-ca p i ta l i s t , "  bu t  
Loo m pa n i cs hasn 't hes i tated to p u b l i sh  l eft ist  o r  post- l eft ist  
texts w h i c h  otherwise comp lement  i ts p h i l osophy ,  and i ts 
re lat ions  wi th  the ma i nstream l i bertar ians ,  a lways u n easy, a re 
perhaps be i ng loosened st i l l  f u rther .  Loo m pan ics  p u b l i shed 
E rwi n Strauss' The Case A gainst a Libertarian Political Party as 
wel l  as repr i nt i n g  the "co m m u n i st ego ist"  essay The Right to be 
Greedy by " Fo r  O u rse lves . "  I t  carr ies Rao u l  Va ne igem 's 
Revolution of Everyday Life, the  Swiss left ist  g u i d e  to fo rens ic  
sc ience Without a Trace,  and Pa u l  Lafarg ue 's c l ass ic  The Right  
to  be L azy ( "a  l i t t le  com m u n ist p ropaganda  sp ices up  a n y  
cata log " ) .  Loo m pan ics em phat ica l l y  departs f r o m  the  u pt i g ht 
ana l i ty typ i ca l  of l i berta r ians ,  who ten d  n ot to read books l i ke 
Play Poker, Quit Work, and Sleep Till Noon. Even reso l ute 
ant i -stat i sts don 't want  to k n ow How to Collect Unemployment 
Insurance ( Even if You 're not  Eligible ) .  ( M i n i -rev iew of t h i s  
vo l u me :  suggest ive,  b u t  t o o  genera l  u n less you l i ve i n  Ca l i forn i a ,  
and  even then , p roce d u res c h a n g e  so often i t 's foo l ha rdy to 
fo l l ow any b l uepr in t  un th i n k i n g ly .  A then  f r iend of m i ne w h o  
u sed the  centra l  p loy - sett i n g  u p  a spu r ious  former  " e m p l oyer" 
- g ot caug h t  and had to pay i t  a l l  bac k . )  The g l ossy l i bertar ian  
month l y  Reason ban ned a l l  Loom pa n ics advert i s i n g  on  the  
p retext that i t s  advert i s i n g  of The Right  t o  be G reedy was 
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" offens ive" ( read : d i sconcert i n g  to l i bertar ians) , w h i c h  seems to 
bespeak a certa i n  lack of fa i th  in the se l f-correct i n g  mechan i s m  
of the  free market .  

I n  a s m a l l  way, Loo m pa n ics i s  actua l l y  a va l uab le  repr i n t  
p u b l i sher ,  a n d  even a t  i t s  pr ices cheaper than  the acad e m i c  
repr i n t  houses that cater t o  f ree-spe n d i n g  u n i ve rs i ty l i b rar ies .  
Loompan ics  has i ssued a p h oto repr i n t  of E u n ice  M i nette 
Sch u ster's 1 932 h i story of Native A merican A narchism a n d  a 
reset ed i t ion  of the  Soc ia l  Darwi n i st ran t  by " Rag nar  Red beard , "  
Might is Right. Loom pan i cs a l so carr ies St i rner 's The Ego and 
His O wn,  Lysa nder  Spoone r's No Treason (an  1 867 c lass ic by 
a n  abo l i t i on i st-tu rned-anarc h ist lawyer a rg u i n g ,  in effect, that 
the Const i tu t ion  i s  u nconst i tut iona l ) ,  a n d  works by H . L .  
M e n c ke n  o n  N i etzsc he .  Loom pan ics i s  the  p u b l i sher  o f  the  
D i scord ian  c lass ic  Principia Discordia , whose mythos i nsp i red 
the  m o re pop u l a r  and  l o ng-winded 11/uminatus! t r i l ogy ,  and  of 
The World Power Founda tion: Its G oals and Pla tform w h i c h  
ca l l s  for  a new, non- race-based s lave society to sati sfy the 
n eeds of the  many to s u b m i t  and of the  few to d o m i nate . Two of  
i ts post u l ates : " Exc i tement  i s  m o re i m po rtan t  than  eq ua l ity" a n d  
" M ig h t  and  r i g h t  a re n ot exact ly  the  same ,  bu t  after a few years 
n o  one  wi l l  know the  d i fference . " 

R ip-off m a n ua ls  a re i n  a sense an  idea l  p rod u ct because ,  
wi thout  p l a n n ed obso lescence o r  han ky-pan ky by the  p u b l i sher, 
the i r very m a rket s uccess occas ions  correct ives and  cou n ter­
measu res w h i c h  force the i r f req uent  revis ion  or rep lacement .  
Th us  The Paper Trip I begat The Paper Trip II  and  some 
s p i n offs , a l l  exp la i n i ng h ow to construct a d oc u mented new (o r  
s u pp lementa ry) i dent i ty for you rse l f .  Bette r d o  i t  n ow before 
Cong ress mandates a nat i ona l  I . D . !  S i m i lar ly  the I RS c l oses 
l oopho les as fast as the e l i te  tax l awyers open the m ,  and by the  
t i me  Loompa n i cs passes the  word o n  down to the  g round l ings  i t  
may be too la te .  Actua l l y  the m ost d i ve rt i n g  Loo m pa n ics  
p u b l icat ion  after the  Cata log  - L oompanics ' G reatest Hits 
( a rt i c les a n d  i n te rvi ews gathered f ro m  severa l years of Cata logs  
and  S u pp lements) -has a caut i onary " I n te rvi ew wi th  a 
L i bertar ian  C . P .A .  o n  Taxes" wh ich  b l u nt ly  a n n o u nces that 
many of the p loys c h e ri shed by  tax p rotestors (e .g . ,  that Fed e ra l  
Reserve N otes a re n 't l ega l  tender) a re b u l l s h i t  l i ke l y  t o  l a n d  
them beh i n d  bars .  Loo m pa n i cs has l i tt l e  to offer the  rea l l y  r i c h  
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and t ru ly  g reedy.  They h ave b l ue-ch i p  lawyers and  C PA's to d o  
the i r d i rty wo rk .  Loo m pan ics  tr ies t o  democ rat ize k n owledge ,  
carry i ng  self-he lp  l ega l  manua ls  by Berkeley's l i bera l  No lo  Press 
as wel l  as al l  the ant i -tax stuff. 

Some Loo m pa n ics  books stretch a l i tt l e  usef u l  i nformat io n  
ou t  u n d u ly .  The  feas ib l e  i deas i n  i t s  h a rassment  books cou l d  
p robab ly  a l i b e  asse m b led i n  o n e  o rd i na ry-s i zed vol u me .  How to 
Chea t on College Exams wou l d  be overpr iced even if it were n 't 
padded (42 pages , $4.95) . Wh i le work i n g  as a Teac h i n g  
Ass i stant  i n  a co l lege u n d e rg rad uate cou rse I loaned i t  t o  t h e  
p rofessor,  w h o  h a s  taugh t  a t  fou r o f  t h e  most p rest i g i o u s  
u n ive rs i t ies  i n  the  cou nt ry .  Later h e  retu rned i t  to me ,  
u n i m pressed , sayi n g  there was "noth i ng new" he  d i d n 't a l ready 
rout i ne ly  watch ou t  for .  (Wh ich  i s  not to say,  of course , that i t  
never wo rks . )  And one of the  Dese rt P u b l i cat ions h a rassment  
manua ls  ( n o  longer  carr ied ) ,  ostens ib ly authored by some n ea r­
Nazi b i ker  type,  made sense less ly  reck less suggestions  carryi n g  
a h i g h  r isk  o f  apprehens ion ,  wh i le reass u r i n g  t h e  reade r  that 
so me of the fe lon ies that wou l d  put  h i m  i n  p rison for a m i n i m u m  
of several yea rs were n ot even i l lega l !  So,  a s  a lways , caveat  
emptor. 

Oh yes ,  one m o re th i n g .  Why "Loompan ics"? I had to ask to 
f ind out. The f i rst book p u b l i shed (bu t  n o  longer  carr ied ) by 
what  took the name Loom pa n ics was an i ndex to the Na tional 
Lampoon. Lam poon i cs/Loo m pa n i cs .  I k now, i t  was 
ant i c l i mact ic  fo r me  too. 

So how d oes i t  a l l  cash o ut? N ot ,  s u re ly ,  in m a rt ia l-a rts 
mayh e m .  With  g u n  owners h i p  i n  s ix  f i g u res i n  t h i s  cou ntry i t 's  
s i l l y  to worry about  Loom pan ics se l l i n g  a book exp la i n i ng how 
to make a h ome-made z i p-g u n .  Bes ides ,  a g ood ly  proport ion  of  
hom ic ides a re ,  l i te ra l ly ,  the work of the  po l ice ;  they get to read 
the or ig i na ls ,  t hey d o n 't need the Loo m pa n ics rep ri nts .  
Loo m pa n i cs books are ,  l i ke pornography ,  not so m uc h  an 
i nc i tement  to s in  as a su bst i tute for i t .  The  i m portant  se l f­
d efense books a re the  ones ,  not about  th rowi n g  k n i ves or  razor­
fi g ht i n g ,  but  about  how to avo id  s i tuat ions where the  o n l y  
opt ions a r e  res i stance o r  su rrender .  

I f  Loom pan ics readers a re attu ned to i ts wave length  as I 
rece i ve i t ,  they p u rsue  l i be rty t h ro u g h  pr ivacy, m o re by 
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avo idance than  approac h .  The  book Von u: The Search for 
Personal Freedom may exp ress the  core Loo m pa n i cs 
asp i rat i o n .  T h e  author, " Rayo , "  d u ri n g  the  1 960's espoused 
rat iona l  se l f-seek i n g  by the i nd i v id ua l  of as much  i nv is i b i l i ty to 
author i ty as h e  can reshape h i s  l i fe-sty l e  to a rrange  for .  
U l t i mate l y  th is  man  took h is l og i c ,  and  h e  was r igorous ly log ica l ,  
t o  a p ract ica l  conc l u s i o n .  H e  van i shed i n  1 974 .  A s  h i s  ed i tor  
says, "h i s  g oa l  was a lways to beco me i nv is i b l e  to coe rcers 
( m ea n i n g  ma i n l y  Govern ment) . He  m i g h t  have come to be l i eve 
that t h i s  req u i red that he become i nv is i b l e  to everyone . "  That 's 
wei rd a l l r i gh t ,  does a nybody have a l ess d rast ic  workab le  p l an  
h ow to  be f ree? I d o n 't ,  bu t  the  Loom pa n i cs Cata l og has  a few 
i deas.  
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YOU WILL ALSO WANT TO READ: 

D 94062 T H E  R IG HT TO BE G R E E DY. Bob B lack w rote 
the P reface to t h i s  S i tuat i o n i st c l ass ic .  "In the end, egoism 
is our only friend; in the last analysis, greed is the only thing 
we can trust. A ny revolutionary who is to be counted on can 
only be in for h i m se l f - unselfish people can always s witch 
loyalty from one projection to another. " O n e  of the  m ost 
cha l l eng i n g  books you w i l l  ever read ! 5* x 8*, 94 pp, soft 
cover. $5.95. 

D 94068 NATIVE AM E R ICAN ANA R C H ISM, by Eunice 
Minette Schuster. O n e  of the fi n est  h istor ies of a n a rc h ism 
in  Ameri ca ever w ritte n .  N ow ava i l ab l e  in  an  i n expens ive 
q u a l i ty soft cover ed i t i o n .  5* x 8*, 202 pp, soft cover. $9.95. 

D 94041 WORLD POWER FOUN DAT ION : Its G oals and 
Platform, by Harold Thomas. T h e  m ost react ionary book 
eve r w r i tte n .  C o n t e n t s  i n c l u d e :  T h e  J oy of  P re d a t i o n ,  
R u n n i n g a S l ave S o c i ety ,  a n d  m u c h  m o re .  "Ultima tely, 
everything is food, so the greatest sin is to waste it and the 
greatest folly is not to recognize it. " 5* x 81f.z, 90 pp, soft cover. 
$7.95. 

D 88025 P R IN C I P IA D ISC O R D IA, by Malaclypse the 
Younger. I s  it a j o ke d isg u i sed as a re l i g i o n ,  o r  a re l i g io n  
d isgu i sed as a j o ke?  T h i s  i s  the  off i c ia l  b i b l e  o f  the  D is­
c o rd i a n  re l i g i o n ,  w h i c h  w o rs h i ps E r i s ,  t h e  G o d d es s  of 
C h aos .  A c l a ss i c  of  g u e rr i l l a  o n t o l o g y .51f.z x 81f.z, 100 pp, 
illustrated, soft cover. $5.95. 

And much more! We offer the very finest i n  controversial and u nusual 
books - please turn to the catalog announcement on the next page. 
--------------------------------------------�w 

Loo:m.panics Unlimited 
PO Box t 1 9 7, Port Townsend, WA 98368 

P lease sen d  m e  the books I have c h ecked above. I h ave en-
c losed $ ( i n c l u d i n g  $3 .00 for  s h i p p i n g  and  hand l i n g ) .  

Name __________________________________________ _ 

Address ________________________________________ __ 

City ____________________________________ _ 

State __________________ ,ip __________________ _ 



"Yes, there are books about the skills of apocalypse - spying, surveillance, fraud, 
wiretapping, smuggling, self-defense, lockpicking, gunmanship, eavesdropping, car 
chasing, civil warfare, surviving jai� and dropping out of sight. Apparently writing 
books is the way mercenaries bring in spare cash between wars. The books are 
useful and it's good the infomw.tion is freely available (and they definitely inspire 
interesting dreams), but their advice should be taken with a salt shaker or two and 
all your wits. A few of these volumes are truly scary. Loompanics is the best of the 
Libertarian suppliers who carry them. Though full of 'you'll-wish-you'd-read-these­
when-it's-too-late' rhetoric, their catalog is genuinely infomw.tive. " 

-THE NEXT WHOLE EARTH CATALOG 

THE BEST BOOK CATALOG IN THE WORLD!U 
we offer hard-to-find books on the world's most unusual  
subjects. Here are a few of the topics covered IN DEPTH i n  our 
exciting new catalog: 

• Hiding/concealmen t of  physical objects! A complete 
section of  the best books ever written on h iding things! 

• Fake ID/Aitema te Iden tities! The most comprehensive 
selection of books on th is little-kno wn subject ever offered 
for sale! You have to see it to believe it! 

� In ves tiga tive/Undercover methods a n d  techniques! 
Professional secrets kno wn only to a few, n o w  revealed to 
you to use! A ctual p olice m a n uals o n  shado wing a n d  
surveillan ce! 

fll And m uch, m uch more, including Locks and L ock­
smith ing, Self-Defense, In telligence Increase, L ife Exten­
sion, Money-Making Opportunities, and more! 

our book catalog is 8112 x 1 1 ,  packed with over 500 of 
the most controversial  and u n usual  books ever printed! 
You can order every book l isted! Periodic su pplements 
to keep you posted on the LA TEST titles avai lable!! !  our 
catalog I s  free with t h e  o rd e r  of any book o n  the 
previous page - or is $3.00 if ordered by itself. 

Our book catalog is truly THE BEST BOOK CA TALOG IN THE 
WORLD! Order yours today - you will be very pleased, we 
know. 

L O O M PA N I CS U N L I M I T E D  
PO BOX 1 1 97 

PORT TOWNS E N D ,  WA 98368 
U SA 



WHAT, ME WORK? 

0-915179-41-5 
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